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New  policy  means  22,000  a year  will  avoid  prison 

Howard  to 
end  jailing 
over  fines 


Alan  Travis 
Home  Affairs  Editor 


THE  jailing  of 
more  than  22,000 
fine  defaulters  a 
year  is  to  end,  the 
Home  Secretary. 
Michael  Howard, 
announced  last  night 
New  guidance  is  to  be 
issued  to  magistrates  in  the 
spring  which  will  end  the  cen- 
turies-old practice  of  sending 
to  prison  petty  offenders  who 
have  repeatedly  flailed  to  pay 
court  fines. 

"Together  with  the  Lord 
— Chancellor.  I am  reviewing 
the  powers  and  procedures 
available  to  the  courts  to  en- 
sure that  they  can  enforce 
payment  of  fines  without 
resorting  to  imprisonment 
save  In  the  most  exceptional 
circumstances.’’  Mr  Howard 
told  the  prison  service  confer- 
ence in  Brighton  yesterday. 

"I  remain  concerned  that 
too  many  fine  defaulters  are 
committed  to  prison.  There 
are  up  to  500  fine  defaulters  in 
prison  at  any  one  time." 

Mr  Howard  said  they  im- 
posed an  additional  burden 
on  hard  pressed  prisons,  add- 
ing: "And  the  fine  is  ex- 
punged — thereby  frustrating 
the  court’s  intention  that  the 
prisoner  pay  something  back 
to  the  community." 

The  decision  coincides  with 
a sharply  rising  prison  popu- 
lation — expected  to  hit  a re- 
cord 53.000  in  the  next  fort- 
night at  a time  of  a 13.3  per 
cent  cut  in  running  costs. 

There  Is  also  increasing 
public  concern  over  the  jail- 


City  ‘playing 
Mr  Bumble 
with  school 
dinners’ 


mg  of  petty  offenders,  particu- 
larly women  with  severe 
multiple  debt  problems  who 
have  not  paid  television  li- 
cences and  poll  tax  defaulters. 

The  latest  published  figures 
show  that  22.500  fine  default- 
ers were  jailed  in  1994  — mak- 
ing up  more  than  a quarter  of 
those  sent  to  prison  that  year. 
Most  were  in  prison  for  less 
than  a week.  Forty  per  cent  of 
the  men  involved  were  jailed 
for  failing  to  pay  motoring 
fines.  Nearly  a fifth  of  the 
1.450  women  jailed  were  im- 
prisoned for  failing  to  have  a 
television  licence. 

The  Home  Secretary  con- 
firmed yesterday  that  he  is  to 
introduce  a white  paper  later 
this  yem-  which  will  intro- 
duce minimum  sentences  for 
repeat  burglars  and  drug 
dealers  and  “two  strikes  and 
you’re  out"  mandatory  life 
sentences  for  repeat  rapists. 
This  package  could  add  10,000 
to  HQ ,000  imatog  to  the  annual 
prison  population. 

Mr  Howard  refused  to  out- 
line what  alternative  mea- 
sures he  will  use  to  ensure 
that  fines  remain  a credible 
court  sentence.  Among  op- 
tions canvassed  are  greater 
use  of  community  service 
orders;  money  payment 
supervision  orders  under 
which  probation  officers  help 
defaulters  sort  out  debts;  and 
electronic  tagging. 

The  decision  to  end  the  use 
of  jail  was  widely  welcomed 
by  penal  reformers  and 
within  the  prison  service. 
David  Roddan  of  the  Prison 
Governors'  Association  said 
Mr  Howard’s  statement  was 
very  welcome. 


AjUsjXr>r 


David  Ward 


LABOUR-controUed  Liver- 
pool city  council  was 
accused  yesterday  of  employ- 
ing workhouse-style  practices 
when  it  emerged  that  officers 
had  suggested  school  dinner 
portions  could  be  cut  by  10 
per  cent  to  save  money. 

David  Alton.  Liberal  Demo- 
crat MP  for  Mossiey  Hill,  said: 
"It  conjures  up  ideas  of  Mr 
Bumble  telling  Oliver  Twist 
lie  cannot  have  any  more.  Are 
we  going  to  see  a generation  of 
Oliver  Twists  pleading  for 
more  food?  There  are  plenty  of 
other  areas  they  should  be 
tackling  before  they  take  the 
food  off  a child's  plate." 

Liverpool  has  to  find  ways 
of  saving  £38.5  million  to  stay 
within  its  capping  limit.  _ln 
the  search  for  cuts,  education 
officers  came  up  with  a range 
of  possibilities. 

One  option  was  that  Liver- 
pool might  join  other  authori- 
ties in  providing  meals  only 

for  children  entitled  to  free 
dinners:  another  was  for  the 

10  per  cent  cut  in  portions. 

The  officers  commented: 
•'Meal  proportions  are  not 
large  and  this  reduction 
would  be  in  free  school  meals 
which  for  many  children  is 
their  main  meal  of  the  day." 

The  imprecise  wording 
•started.!  row,  with  Labour  in- 
sbtins  the  comment  implied 
that  the  cut  could  prove  unac- 
ceptable because  the  children 
who  would  suffer  most  would 
he  the  city’s  poorest.  But  Paul 
Clein,  the  Liberal  Democrats 


education  spokesman,  was 
happy  to  go  along  with  a more 
literal  interpretation  — that  a 
Labour,  council  might  target 
those  children  who  received 
free  dinners  and  accounted 
for  63  per  cent  of  the  school 
meals  budget 

Their  portions  would  be  cut 
but  pupils  who  handed  over 
80p  in  primary  schools  and 
95p  in  secondaries  would  find 
their  meal  sizes  unchanged. 
"That's  the  way  it  reads." 
said  Mr  Clein. 

He  added:  "What  will  they 
say  to  children?  Last  week 
you  had  three  sausages,  this 
week  you  can  only  have  two? 
It’s  an  absolute  disgrace." 

Neville  Bann,  Labour  chair- 
man of  the  education  commit- 
tee. suggested  that  Mr  Olein's 
fury  was  based  on  a misread- 
ing of  the  officers'  comment 

•*l  want  to  stress  that  none 
of  the  options  include  offering 
smaller  portions  to  those  pu- 
pils who  receive  free  meals  as 
opposed  to  those  who  pay  for 
meals,”  he  said.  "Such  claims 
are.  at  best  a misunderstand- 
ing of  the  position  or,  at  worst 
malicious  scaremonger ing." 


Paul  Cavadino  of  the  Penal 
Affairs  Consortium  said  the 
use  of  prison  for  people  whose 
original  offences  were  insuffi- 
ciently serious  to  deserve  cus- 
tody was  an  indefensible  mis- 
use of  the  over-stretched 
prison  system. 

Harry  Fletcher  of  the 
National  Association  of  Pro- 
bation Officers  warned  that 
even  if  all  fine  defaulters 
were  diverted  from  jail  it 
would  only  save  £14  million. 

"The  Home  Secretary’s  sen- 
tencing package  will  add 
20,000  to  the  prison  popula- 
tion at  a cost  of  £400  million  a 
year.  Prisons  face  an  unprece- 
dented crisis.” 

The  jailing  of  fine  default- 
ers was  highlighted  last  week 
in  the  Guardian,  which  said 
that  thousands  of  women 
were  trapped  in  a cycle  of 
poverty,  law-breaking,  court 
fines  and  eventually  prison. 
Jail  sentences  imposed  on 
women  often  caused  intense 
distress  and  extra  costs  for 
care  of  dependent  children. 

• The  sadked  prison  service 
director-general,  Derek 
Lewis,  issued  a summons  yes- 
terday against  the  Home 
Office  to  force  the  disclosure 
of  key  official  documents 
relating  to  his  dismissal 

Mr  Lewis's  union,  the  First 
Division  Association,  said 
that  four  months  after  his  dis- 
missal the  Home  Office  had 
not  yet  made  any  proposal  to 
resolve  the  matter  and  pay 
compensation. 

The  Home  Secretary  said 
last  night  that  it  was  “an  en- 
tirely routine  matter  in  litiga- 
tion” that  would  be  dealt  with 
by  the  lawyers. 


Scott  leads 
calls  for  early 
access  to 
arms  report 


Richard  Norton- Taylor 
and  Michael  White 


"THE  Government  last  night 
I was  feeing  a public  rela- 
tions disaster  over  its  hand- 
ling of  tomorrow’s  Scott 
Report  as  the  judge  charged 
with  investigating  the  arms- 
to-Iraq  controversy  led  frus- 
trated MPs  and  peers  in  last- 
minute  demands  for  an  end  to 
news  management  over  its 
publication. 

It  emerged  that  Sir  Richard 
Scott  strongly  urged  the  Gov- 
ernment to  release  his  report 
at  least  an  hour  before  Ian 
Lang,  the  trade  and  industry 
secretary,  gets  up  in  the  Com- 
mons at  3.30pm  tomorrow  to 
give  the  Government’s  ver- 
dict on  the  1,800-page 
document 

This,  the  judge  said,  would 
help  public  debate  and  discus- 
sion to  take  place  on  a bal- 
anced and  Informed  basis.  He 
said  it  would  be  doubtful 
whether  this  would  be 
achieved  if  the  Government 
continued  to  insist  that  the 
report  was  made  generally 
available  only  after  Mr  Lang 
rises  to  make  his  statement. 

Sir  Richard’s  concerns 
were  spelt  out  in  a letter  from 
Christopher  Muttukumaru. 
the  Scott  inquiry  secretary,  to 
Mr  Lang’s  private  office.  It 
came  amid  renewed  claims  of 
further  attempts  to  under- 
mine the  Scott  report  in  ad- 
Turn  to  page  2,  column  7 


Letters,  page  8j  David  Mckie, 


Leighton  centenary  celebration  recreates  high  period  of  Victorian  art 


THE  actress,  Dorothy 
I Dene.fleft)  will  play 
Lord  Leighton’s  model, 
Kate  Hargreaves,  who 
posed  for  the  painting 


Flaming  June,  right,  in  the 
centenary  celebrations  of 
the  artist  at  Leighton 
House,  Holland  Park,  Lon- 
don, starting  on  Friday  and 


running  until  April  21. 
Leighton  (1830-96).  Presi- 
dent of  the  Royal  Academy, 
aesthete,  bon  viveor  and 
creator  of  the  Trafalgar 


Square  lions,  created  his 
house  as  a palace  in  celebra- 
tion of  the  muse  of  the  arts. 
It  has  been  recreated  for 
this  year’s  celebrations 


down  to  the  William  Morris 
furnishings  and  the  smells 
of  cigars,  1 inseed  oil  and 
turpentine. 

PHOTOGRAPH:  FRANK  MARUN 


Bruton  warms  to  Major’s 
plan  for  Northern  Ireland 


David  Sharrock 
and  Patrick  Wlntour 


THE  reconciliation  of  the 
Irish  and  British  gov- 
ernments over  the  peace 
process  took  a step  forward 
yesterday  when  the  Irish 
prime  minister.  John  Bruton, 
significantly  warmed  to  John 
Major’s  proposals  for  elec- 
tions in  Northern  Ireland. 

However,  Mr  Bruton  said 
his  condition  for  considering 
backing  elections  was  that 
they  should  follow  Dublin's 
proposed  “proximity"  talks 
and  then  “lead  directly  and 
speedily,  without  equivoca- 
tion, to  all-party 
negotiations”. 

Mr  Bruton's  speech,  which 
came  in  a Dali  debate  on  the 
IRA's  Docklands  bomb  attack 
last  Friday,  marked  a change 
in  tone  from  his  original  reac- 
tion to  tbe  elections  proposal 
He  had  said  elections  would 
"pour  petrol  on  the  flames”. 

British  ministers  expressed 
quiet  satisfaction  last  night  at 
the  Irish  prime  minister's 
softening  attitude  towards 
elections.  Although  Downing 
Street  did  not  disguise  its  con- 
tinued scepticism  about  prox- 
imity talks,  it  is  possible  that 
these  talks  could  be  woven 
into  the  British  plan  for 
elections. 

The  two  prime  ministers 
are  expected  to  meet  soon  to 
discuss  the  plan. 

It  emerged  yesterday  that 
Mr  Major  is  shortly  to  set  out 
a consultation  paper  on  his 
election  plan.  A key  element 


will  be  the  speed  with  which 
the  Prime  Minister  envisages 
the  elected  body  moving  to 
all-party  talks. 

In  an  attempt  to  assuage 
sceptical  nationalists,  minis- 
ters privately  promise  that  a 
timetable  will  be  set  out  in 
the  legislation  on  the  elec- 
tions. Ministers  claim  Union- 
ists have  signed  up  to  this  in 
the  past  week. 

However,  the  new  optimism 
was  dealt  a blow  when  by  a 
lack  of  enthusiasm  for  Mr  Ma- 
jor's plan  from  the  pivotal  fig- 
ure of  John  Hume,  leader  of 
the  nationalist  SDLP.  “We 
have  been  down  that  road 
twice  before.  Twice  before,  it 
ended  in  disaster  and  made 
the  problem  worse." 

He  added  that  Unionist  par- 
ties in  tbe  elections  might 
“seek  hardline  mandates", 
and  “some  parties  could  seek 
mandates  not  to  talk  to  cer- 
tain people"  — a reference  to 
a Unionist  boycott  of  talks 
with  Sinn  Fein  until  the  de- 
commissioning of  IRA 
weapons  had  begun. 

John  Taylor,  the  Ulster 
Unionist  deputy  leader, 
underscored  this  point  by  in- 
sisting that  agreement  on  the 
phased  decommissioning  was 
a precondition  erf  talks. 

A further  and  more  imme- 
diate stumbling  block  is 
likely  to  be  Britain’s  insis- 
tence that  it  will  not  allow 
Sinn  Fein  to  enter  all-party 
talks,  or  even  possibly  stand 
in  the  elections,  without  a 
return  to  the  ceasefire. 

But  the  Ulster  Unionist  Mar- 
tyn  Smyth  said  his  party 


would  hold  proximity  talks' 
witii  Sinn  Fein  before  elections 
— as  did  Ian  Paisley  — even  if 
the  IRA  called  a ceasefire. 

Mr  Bruton  told  tbe  Dali  he 
was  satisfied  that  a viable 
basis  existed  for  restoring 
peace.  He  asked  the  IRA  to 
think  again.  "A  quarter-cen- 
tury of  violence  did  not  pro- 
gress any  of  your  political 
aims.  Indeed,  It  divided  Ire- 
land more  than  ever  before.” 

He  said  he  had  made  an  act 
of  faith  by  believing  and 
trusting  Sinn  Fein.  “I  be- 
lieved that  they  had  made  an 
irreversible  commitment  to 
peace.  That  act  of  faith  has 
now  been  thrown  back  in  my 

fece  by  the  IRA." 

However,  Mr  Bruton  said- 
he  shared  the  Republicans’ 
frustration  at  the  slow  pace  of 
the  peace  process. 

Gerry  Adams,  the  Sinn 
Fein  leader,  said  yesterday 
that  putting  the  peace  process 
back  on  track  would  be  diffi- 
cult. “The  only  way  is  for  real 
talks  and  all-party  talks.  That 
is  one  of  tbe  reasons  why  it 
collapsed,  because  the  British 
broke  the  commitments  they 
made  to  bring  that  about" 

Meanwhile,  the  Irish  oppo- 
sition Fianna  Fail  leader. 
Bertie  Ahern,  launched  a 
stinging  attack  on  Mr  Major's 
government  He  said:  “Over 
the  past  18  months,  they  sin- 
gularly Tailed  to  provide  any 
credible  or  broadly  acceptable 
route  into  all-party  talks.  In 
public  at  least  it  was  not  ap- 
parent that  they  had  lifted  a 
finger  to  urge  the  Unionists 
towards  talks." 
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Hairy  humour, 
perfect  timing 


Simon  Hoggart 


AT  3.13prcu  Michael  Fabri- 
CantlC,  South  Staffc) 
was  waiting  for  Prime 
Minister's  Question  Time.  He 
had  tabled  question  three, 
about  the  effect  of  economic 
indicators  upon  the  town  of 
Lichfield.  Clearly  a vital  sub- 
ject, at  least  In  Lichfield,  and 
the  third  question  is  almost 
invariably  reached. 

We  had  time  to  notice  that 
something  has  happened  to 
Edwina  Currie's  hair.  It  has 
gone  from  black  to  a fetching 
auburn,  and  a cunning 
crimper  has  swept  it  back  up. 
This.  I am  told,  makes  the  face 
underneath  appear  younger. 

It  is  known  among  tricholo- 
gists  as  the  Joan  Collins  look. 

Perhaps  Edwina  hopes  the 
new  hair-do  will  improve  her 
own  novels  so  much  that  one 
day  they  too  will  be  rejected  by 
Harold  Evans,  the  most  cele- 
brated publisher  in  New  York. 

At  3.14pm  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter walked  in.  Mr  Fabricant’s 
hair  did  a little  dance  on  his 
head,  as  if  in  a TV  cartoon. 

Sadly,  every  day  is  a Bad 
Hair  Day  for  Michael  Fabri- 
cant.  Earlier  this  month,  in  a 
sarcastic  speech.  Nicholas 
Soaraes  told  the  House  that 
Fabricant  had  “gone  for  an 
appointment  with  his  hair 
consultant . . . some  minor 
technical  adjustment  is 
required  to  that  technological 
wonder  which  sits  astride  his 

splendid  brow". 

At  3.17pm  Tony  Blair  rose  to 
ask  about  the  Scott  report, 
which  is  published  tomorrow. 
He  wanted  the  Prime  Minister 
to  make  it  available  an  hour 
early,  so  that  we  could  all  read 
it  before  the  statement 
Though  at  1.800  pages,  an  hour 
may  not  be  enough.  Sounds 
the  kind  of  thing  for  a long 
beach  holiday,  with  Edwlna’s 
A Woman's  Place  (Hodder, 
£16.99).  Mr  Fabricant  looked 
nervous. 

At  3.18pm  Mr  Major  ex- 
plained that  the  Government 
was  keeping  the  report  to  it- 
self in  order  to  assise  informed 


First  night 


debate.  The  informed  debate 
will  now  take  place  10  days 
later.  Mr  Fabricant  tapped  his 
order  paper  against  his  knee. 

At  3.20pm  tiie  Prime  Minis- 
ter blamed  the  confusion  on 
the  Labour  Party.  John  Pres- 
cott and  Robin  Cook  had, 
"without  a single  scruple, 
made  plain  time  and  again 
what  they  believed  would  be 
the  outcome". 

We  were  still  on  question 
one.  Mr  Fabricanf  s eyes 
bulged  alarmingly. 

At  3J25pm  Mr  Ashdown 
asked  why  civil  servants  criti- 
cised by  Scott  could  not  get 
their  copies  early.  Mr  Major 
replied  that  the  report  was 
being  given  only  to  ministers 
and  civil  servants  who  needed 
to  help  prepare  the  Govern- 
ment's response. 

One  wonders  what  Michael 
Howard  would  think  of  an  ar- 
rangement by  which  the  pros- 
ecution saw  the  evidence  only 
when  the  trial  started.  Labour 
MPs  jeered  cheerfully  (and 
cheered  jeerfully).  "It’s  the 
way  he  tells  'em,"  someone 
shouted.  It  was  3.28pm,  and 
Mr  Fabricant  looked  implor- 
ingly toward  the  Speaker. 

“Mr  Nigel  Spearing!”  she 
shouted.  ''Number  Two!”  he 
replied.  This  was  a bout  fire 
stations  in  east  London.  The 
clock  passed  3.29pm-  One  min- 
ute to  go.  Mr  Major  began  a 
disquisition  on  the  merits  of 
Docklands.  Mr  Fabricant's 
tortured  thee  gazed  about  the 
chamber,  hither  and  yon. 

The  second  hand  jerked  for- 
wards. By  my  watch  it  was  3.29 
and  47  seconds  when  the 
Speaker  finally  called  his 
name.  His  relief  swooshed  al- 
most visibly  over  the  rows  in 
front.  The  moment  had  come. 

“Is  my  right  honourable 
friend  aware  that  Lichfield  is 
not  only  a beautiful  cathedral 
city,  but  also  a centre  of  light 
industry?”  he  inquired.  One 
wondered  how  Mr  Major 
would  slide  out  of  that  poser. 

Mr  Fabricant  enthused  on- 
ward. Wages  tor  OK  produc- 
tion workers  now  higher  than 
in  France,  Italy  and  Germany 
(what  mad  statisticians  pro- 
duce these  fibs?) ...  no  social 
contract . . . under  Labour 
government.we  would  all  suf- 
fer. . .like  the  TSB,  “they  are 
the  party  that  like  to  say  yes!” 

He  sat  down  triumphant 
leaving  us  to  wonder  whether 
all  the  preparation,  the  agony 
of  waiting,  the  terrible  tension 
as  the  minutes  ticked  by.  was 
remotely  worth  it? 


Welcome  import 
hits  the  target 


Michael  Billington 


Dead  White  Hales 

Nuffield  Theatre,  Southampton 

WE  SEE  tor  too  little 
Australian  drama  in 
Britain.  But  Patrick 
Sandford  at  the  Nuffield 
Southampton  has  had  the  wit 
to  impart  David  Williamson's 
controversial  comedy.  Dead 
White  Males,  which  stirred 
things  up  in  Sydney  last  year 
with  its  attack  on  fashionable 
literary  theory  and  the  wilder 
excesses  of  the  thought  police. 
Even  though  the  play  does  not 
always  fight  fair,  you  have  to 
admire  Williamson's  bravery 
and  chutzpah. 

His  heroine.  Angela  Judd,is 
an  English  literature  student 
who  falls  under  the  spell  ofa 
modish  professor.  Grant 
Swain,  who  uses  all  the  right 
buzz- words.  All  literature  is 
ideological,  the  patriarchal 
corporate  state  is  the  enemy 
and  liberal  humanism  is  its 
deadly  liandmaiden. 

But  when  Angela,  who  com- 
munes n IghUy  u-1  th  the  out- 
raged ghost  of  Shakespeare, 
does  a research  project  into 
her  own  family,  she  discovers 
that  human  beings  are  full  of 
uncategorisable  contradic- 
tions: that  her  chauvinist 
grandad  was  capable  of  unac- 
knowledged altruism  and  that 
her  pass  ionately  fern  inist 
mother  both  relished  her 
career  and  felt  pangs  Of  guilt 
at  the  neglect  of  her  daughter. 

Williamson  hits  some  of  his 
targets  dead  centre.  Swain  is  a 
wonderful  creation;  a smug 
academic  who  espouses  post- 
structuralism  and  feminist 
multi-cultural  ism  but  who  in- 
doctrinates rather  than  edu- 
cates his  students  and  abuses 


his  power  by  sleeping  with 
them.  He  even  makes  “have 
you  read  Foucault?"  sound 
like  a suave  chat-up  line  and 
uses  the  Lacanesque  literary 
term,  "jouissance”,  as  a sex- 
ual turn-on. 

It  is  no  mean  feat  to  make  a 
popular  comedy  out  of  aca- 
demic debate.  Williamson 
even  puts  the  process  of  teach- 
ing onto  the  stage.  His  main 
weakness  is  in  appropriating 
Shakespeare  as  an  apostle  of 
liberal  humanism  and  the  doc- 
trine of  the  unchanging 
human  heart,  even  giving  us 
scenes  from  As  You  Like  It 
and  King  Lear  to  back  up  the 
point  But  Williamson  offers 
us  a drastically  simplified 
Will,  toiling  to  acknowledge 
both  his  moral  questioning 
and  his  multi-dimensionality. 

But  you  do  not  have  to  agree 
with  Williamson  to  find  his 
play  stimulating.  At  least  he 
tackles  head-on  the  whole 
question  of  academic  mind- 
bending.  And.ln  the  family 
scenes,  he  shows  there  are  no 
simple  black  and  whites.  The 
grandad,  nicely  played  by 
John  Wood  vine,  may  seem  an 
old  bigot  to  his  wife  and 
daughters  but  Williamson 
makes  you  aware  that  he  was 
the  working  class  product  ofa 
wartime  generation  that  had  a 
hard  life  and  that  he  is  still 
capable  of  selfless  generosity. 

It's  not  a perfect  play  but 
addresses  living  issues.  Sand- 
ford’s  production  Is  spiritedly 
played  by  Jeremy  Clyde  as 
swinish  Swain,  Claire  Price  as 
intellectually  awakened  An- 
gela. and  Gabrielle  Lloyd  as 
her  mom,  whofeltc  morally 
bound  to  tackle  a world  where 
only  3 per  cent  of  top  manage- 
ment are  women.  It’s  a deeply 
Australian  play  that  travels 
well.  * 


Convicted  British  killer  is 
‘impatient’  for  execution 


Nick  Cumnring-Bruce 
in  Bangkok 


BRITISH  serial  killer  John 
Martin  Scripps,  sen- 
tenced to  death  in  Singapore 
for  the  murder  of  a South 
African  tourist,  has  said  he 
does  not  want  to  appeal  for 
clemency  and  is  impatient  for 
authorities  to  proceed  with 
his  execution. 


The  petition  for  clemency 
to  Singapore’s  president  of- 
fered 36-year-old  Scripps  the 
last  chance  to  escape  the  gal- 
lows after  he  decided  last 
month  not  to  appeal  against 
his  conviction  for  murder. 

“He  has  instructed  lawyers 
that  he  does  cot  intend  to  put 
in  a personal  appeal  for  clem- 
ency. He  wants  the  end  of  it 
quickly.”  said  a British  High 
Commission  spokesman. 
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vision  of  US 

Democrats 


WM  Hutton 


Muslim  refugees,  like  these  evacuated  from  Srebrenica,  found  most  Serbs  looked  the  other  way  photoow**  musomihmc 


Muslims  find 
rare  sanctuary 
in  tiny  Serb 
Schindler’s  Ark 


Julian  Borger  bi  Prqedor 


HE  HAS  the  sort  of  face 
you  see  a thousand 
times  beneath  a police- 
man's cap  at  Serb  check- 
points — rounded  and  red- 
dened by  a lifetime  of  ham 
and  plum  brandy.  He  has  the 
same  bleary-eyed  stare,  the 
same  gruff  manner  and  the 
same  affinity  for  guns.  It  is 
hardly  surprising  that  the 
local  Muslim  community  hes- 
itated before  putting  its  trust 
in  Dusko.  But  now  there  is  no 
one  else  left  to  trust 
In  Prijedor,  the  epicentre  of 
ethnic  cleansing  — where  lib- 
eral Serbs  looked  the  other 
way  or  emigrated  as  thou- 
sands' of  Muslims  were 
expelled,  imprisoned  or 
murdered  — Dusko  did  the 
unthinkable.  The  Serb  police- 
man's son  stayed  and  tried  to 
help. 

At  first  he  helped  individ- 
ual families.  But  last  October, 
he  established  a network  of 
sympathetic  Prijedor  Serbs  to 
help  distribute  food  to  starv- 
ing Muslims  and  shelter  them 
from  the  constant,  casual  bru- 
tality of  the  rebel  regime  in 
Pale. 

His  family’s  one-bedroom 
fiat  has  become  a tiny  Serb 
Schindler's  Aik  — crammed 


with  Muslims  who  returned 
from  forced  labour  to  find 
their  homes  confiscated  by 
Serb  refugees,  and  who  have 
nowhere  else  to  go. 

For  his  pains,  Dusko  has 
been  the^  target  of  repeated 
threats.  The  flat  is  a fortress, 
defended  with  pistols  and 
hand  grenades,  and-Ms  family 
has  been  ostracised  for  its 
“betrayal”.  , 

“A  few  weeks  ago,  a man 
belted  my  daughter  around 
the  head  — she’s  seven  years 
old  — because  her  father  fed 
Muslim  children,”  Dusko 
says.  "People  have  gone 
crazy.” 

After  5pm,  no  one  comes 
through  the  door  without  a 
prior  appointment  “It  would 
be  a dangerous  tiling  to  do." 
Dusko  smiles.  He  opens  a cup- 
board and  removes  an  auto- 
matic pistol-  Down  the  corri- 
dor. he  takes  out  another 
pistol  from  a hiding  place  and 
— clearly  proud  of  his  arsenal 
— pulls  out  two  band 
grenades  with  a magician’s 
flourish. 

“I  know  how  to  look  after 
myself.  Anyone  who  wants  to 
screw  with  me  — I will  screw 
him,"  he  says,  a grenade  in 
each  hand.  Muslims  are  not 
permitted  to  carry  arms  in 
the  “Republika  Srpska”.  Only 
a Serb  could  provide  the  kind 


of  protection  that  is  respected 
in  Prijedor. 

For  all  Dusko’s  bravado,  he 
is  unwilling  to  have  his  real 
name  published.  “They'll 
know  who  it  is  anyway,”  he 
says,  but  believes  there  is  no 
point  in  malting  it  easy. 

Tntpmfltinnai  aid  workers 
in  the  nearby  city  at  Banja 
Luka  believe  Dusko  has 
helped  hundreds  of  Prijedor 
Muslims  survive  during  the 
war.  He  has  fed  and  sheltered 
them  or  helped  get  them  out 
of  Serb-controlled  territory. 

A Muslim  amputee,  one  of  a 
group  of  Dusko's  people  sit- 
ting on  his  sofa  earlier  this 
week,  said:  “For  us,  there  is 
nowhere  else.  If  we  were  still 
on  the  streets,  we  would  be 
dead." 

He  lost  his  leg  while  on 
compulsory  “work  brigade” 
duty  on  the  front  line  last 
September.  He  returned  to 
Prijedor  to  find  that  his 
parents  bad  been  expelled. 
and  bln  wife  and  rTiildron  had 

fled  to  Croatia. 

"What  he  has  done  is 
remarkable,”  a United 
Nations  official  in  Banja  Luka 
said.  “There  are  plenty  of 
instances  of  Serb  families  try- 
ing to  help  individual  Muslim 
neighbours,  but  he  has  gone 
further  than  apy  of  them. 

“The  risks  are  enormous.  If 
I am  a Serb  and  I help  you,  a 
Muslim,  and  they  fold  out 
then  JTzzz  worse  than  you 
because  Tm  a traitor." 

The  mufti  In  Banja  Luka, 
Ibrahim  Halilovic,  broke  his 
cautious  silence  last  month  to 
thank  Serbs  who  helped  Mus- 
lims over  the  past  four  years. 
But  he  said  it  was  still  too 
dangerous  .to  reveal  their 
names  or  how  they  operated. 

The  risks  could  be  high.  A 
Red  Cross  worker  in  Banja 
Luka  said  several  Serbs  sus- 
pected of  helping  Muslims 
had  been  thrown  out  of  their 


MoD  pregnancy  sacking 
awards  near  £55m 


David  Kendra 

Westminster  Correspondent 


COMPENSATION  paid 
to  pregnant  women  dis- 
charged from  the 
armed  forces  will  exceed  £55 
million  and  the  total  number 
claiming  will  reach  5.150,  ac- 
cording to  documents  listing 
every  award  made  by  the 
Ministry  of  Defence. 

Lists  of  more  than  5.000 
awards  have  been  deposited 
in  the  House  of  Commons  li- 
brary following  a demand  for 
the  information  from  David 
Clark,  Labour’s  defence 
spokesman.  Nicholas  Soames, 
the  Armed  Forces  Minister, 
declined  to  answer  his  parlia- 
mentary question  seeking  in- 
formation on  the  figures  to 
avoid  publication  in  Hansard. 

The  figures  disclose  that  30 
women  have  been  paid  more 
than  £100.000  each.  They  ex- 
clude the  highest  award,  of 
£350,000,  to  Josephine  Green, 
a former  Royal  Navy  nurse, 
who  has  not  yet  been  paid. 

The  awards  followed  a 
European  Court  ruling  that 
the  MoD  had  unfairly  dis- 
charged women  because  they 
became  pregnant  The  ruling 
led  to  a change  in  MoD  policy 
in  1990. 

The  MpD  admits  that  5,150 
women  have  had  legitimate 
claims  for  unfair  dismigRai 
between  1978  and  1990.  The 
documents  show  that  5.027 
claims  have  been  settled,  cost- 
ing £54.896-254.12.  Another  123 
cases  remain. 

The  largest  number  of 
claims  have  come  from  for- 


Catherine  Birtwistle  with  her  husband  Harvey  Gates 


mer  army  personnel  — 1,972 
cases,  including  16  women 
receiving  more  than  £100,000. 
The  RAF  has  had  1.908  cases, 
with  12  people  receiving  more 
than  £100,000.  The  navy  has 
had  1,147  cases,  with  four 
receiving  more  than  £100,000. 

Some  awards  have  been 
strongly  contested,  including 
the  £150,000  paid  to  Catherine 
Birtwistle,  of  Burton  in  Lons- 
dale, North  Yorkshire,  who 
resigned  from  the  now  dis- 
banded Women's  Royal  Army 
Corps  in  1981,  and  had  earlier 
rejected  an  MoD  offer  of  just 
over  £2.000. 

Mrs  Birtwistle,  aged  47, 
who  now  has  three  children, 
joined  the  corps  in  1973  when 
regulations  demanded  that 
pregnant  women  should  leave 
the  service.  When  she 
resigned,  she  had  reached  the 
rank  of  major.  She  is  now  a 
major  in  the  Territorial  Army 
and  second-in-command  of 
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the  officer  training  corps,  at 
the  University  of  Liverpool 
She  was  awarded  the  £150,000 
at  an  industrial  tribunal  in 
Manchester. 

The  lists  of  awards  also  dis- 
close a growing  demand  from 
women  to  return,  to  military 
service  after  having  chfldren. 
Ninety-seven  women 
returned  to  the  Royal  Navy  in 
1995  compared  with  one  in 

1991,  while  186  returned  to  the 
RAF  in  1995  compared  with  48 
in  1993.  Those  who  took  ma- 
ternity leave  in  the  army  in- 
creased from  three  in  1990  to 
256  in  1994. 

Mr  Clark  said  last  night 
“This  huge  bill  for  compensa- 
tion is  a complete  waste  of 
taxpayers’  money  for  a ridicu- 
lous policy  that  never  should 
have  been  implemented. 
Given  that  the  ministry  is  al- 
ready strapped  for  cash,  it 
shows  what  a mess  the  minis- 
try has  got  itself  in." 
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homes ' — particularly  last 
year,  when  tens  of  thousands 
of  Serb  refugees  fled  from 
Croatia  and  western  Bosnia 
after  Croatian  and  Bosnian 
government  offensives. 

So  how  did  Dusko  survive? 
The  answer  lies  partly  in  his 
fearsome  ' stockpile  of 
weapons,  and  his  apparent 
readiness  to  use  them.  But  he 
has  also  been  adept  at  using 
his  Serb  contacts.  His  father 
was  in  the  local  police,  and 
Dusko  knows  bow  pull  out  a 
bottle  of  good  brandy  at  the 

right  time  and  SChmOOZe  with 
tiie  old  man's  friends..  .. 

He  has  become  a lighthouse 
for  a handful  of  other  Serbs  in 

Prijedor  — equally  well- 
meaning  but  not  courageous 

pnnngh  to  take  the  initiative. 
They  phone  in  with  offers  of  ( 
food  and  clothing.  One  Serb 
acquaintance  now  works  for 
Dusko's  DIY  aid  agency  as  a- 
book  keeper. 

When  asked  why  be  takes 
the  risk,  Dusko  loses  some  at 
his  fluency.  The  question 
seems  to  embarrass  him.  He 
points  out  that  he  married  a 
Muslim,  Uniting  him  to  a net- 
work of  his  wife’s  relatives. 
“Sixty  per.  cent  of  the  Mus- 
lims here  were  in  mixed  mar- 
riages. Every  one  here  was 
related  to  each  other,”  he 
says.  His  voice  trails  off,  and 
tt  is  immediately  clear  why 
he  is  tongue-tied.  It  is  tiie 
wrong  question. 

One  of  his  Muslim  friends 
in  Banja  Luka  rephrases  the 
question.  “What  we  want  to 
know,  and  what  the  Serbs  will 
have  to  answer,  is  why  were 
there  so  few  like  Dusko?” 


EfMOCRAT  party 
Leaders  are  planning 
to  announce  sweep- 

tag  proposals  later 

this,  month  to  overhaul  US 
company  law  and  taxation  in 
order  to  establish  an  Ameri- 
can version  of  the  stakeholder 
economy,  so  attempting  to 
boost  failing  US  wages  and  ar- 
rest the  “hollowing  out”  of 
the  US  economy.  . _ 

A “high  wage  task  force  , 
set  up  after  the  party’s  defeat 
tn  the  1994  Congressional 
has  recently  com- 
pleted a study  lasting  more 
th  am  a year.  Its  mandate  was 
to  report  on  how  the  Demo- 
crats can  best  respond  to  the 
fell  in  American  wages,  grow- 
ing job  insecurity  and  the  ex- 
port of  US  jobs  — while  refut- 
ing Republican  charges  that 
they  "‘main  a tax  and  spend 
party  unwilling  to  cut  the  US 
budget  deficit. 

The  80-page  report,  a copy 
of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Guardian,  calls  for  new 
socially  responsible  behav- 
iour by  business  and  the  fi- 
nancial markets,  raising  in- 
vestment, employment  and 
wages  inside  foe  US.  It  pro- 
poses, tax  and  regulatory  in- 
centives and  exemptions  to 
persuade  US  companies  to  set 
themselves  up  as  "R-Corps”, 
who  in  return  would  have  to 
meet  minimum  targets  for  in- 
vestment,'training,  worker 
benefits  and  socially  respon- 
sible behaviour. 

In  addition,  the  task  force 
recommends  a turnover  tax  of 
0.6  per  cent  cm  the  buying  and 
selling  of  company  securities 
and  new  measures  that  will 
encourage  “investmemt 
pools”  of  committed  company 
.owners  - "R- Funds"  — who 
will  pledge  long-term  support 
for  American  companies, 
thus  reducing  tiie  financial 


pressures  on  companies  to 
avoid  takeover. 

A Responsible  Business 
Charter  Act  would  extend  the 
principles  to  American  am; 
ponies  operating  abroad.  US 

firms  would  be  expected  not 
to  trade  in  countries  that  did 
not  observe  similar  labour 
and  environmental  stan- 
dards, nor  to  establish  head- 
quarters in  countries  without 
minimum  wage  legislation. 
US  firms,  like  their  counter- 
parts in  the  European  Union 
under  the  Social  Chapter, 
would  be  expected  to  estab- 
lish works-councils  of  em- 
ployer-employee teams  — or 
lose  R-Corp  status. 

"We  would  strive  to  change 
in  a fundamental  way  the  be- 
haviour of  American 
businesses  and  financial  mar- 
kets to  assume  responsibility 
for  creating  high  levels  of  eco- 
nomic growth,"  says  the  Task 
Force  Report.  “We  are  deter- 
mined to  rebuild  the  standard 
of  living  for  America's  work- 
ing families  and  restore  the 
American  dream.” 

Qualification  for  R-Corps 
status  would  include  meeting 
the  following  criteria: 

□ 50  per  cent  of  all  invest- 
ment over  three  years  to  be  in 
the  US; 

□ accept  unions  or  offer 
works-councils; 

□ offer  90  days  notice  for  all 
redundancies; 

□ establish  employee  stock 
ownership  plans  for  at  least 
half  the  workforce; 

□ spend  3 per  cent  of  the  total 
wage  bill  on  training; 

□ operate  only  in  countries 
with  labour  and  enviromental 
standards  similar  to  the  US. 

The  Task  Force  proposes 
cutting  business  taxes  for  R- 
Corps  by  more  titan  40  per 
cent  Democratic  leaders  pro- 
pose launching  the  report  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  month. 


Commentary,  page  O 


Scott  leads  demands  for  early 
access  to  arms-to-lraq  report 


continued  from  page  1 
vance  of  publication  in  tiie 
wake  of  a Financial  Times 
report  that  Paul  Henderson  — 
rhlpf  defendant  in  the  Matrix 
Churchill  trial  whose  collapse 
■Jed  to  the  Scott  inquiry  — 
knew  more  about  his  compa- 
ny’s sales  to  Iraq  flan  he  ad- 
mitted to  his  MT6  contact 

Yesterday  Mr  Henderson 
called  tiie  reports  "a  rehash  of 
old  stories  attempting  to  cre- 
ate innuendo  as  part  of  the 
Government's  need  to  dis- 
credit me  in  advance  of  the 
Scott  report”. 

As  anger  mounted  at  John 
Major’s  refusal  to  allow  more 
than  three  hours  for  Opposi- 
tion spokesmen  to  examine 
the  report,  there  was  growing 
resentment  at  the  way  un- 
specified ministers  — includ- 
ing the  Tory  chairman.  Brian 
Mawhiuney  — are  being 
allowed  as  much  as  eight  days 
pre-publication  access. 

In  the  Commons  Tony  Blair 


and  Paddy  Ashdown  de- 
manded that  MPs  be  allowed 
to  read  the  report  for  at  least 
an  hour  before  the  govern- 
ment presents  its  £1  million 
defence.  Not  only  is  the  report 
.unprecedented  in  complexity, 
Mr  Blair  protested,  but  so  was 
“the  campaign  before  the 
report  has  been  published  to 
discredit  the  judge  who  con- 
ducted the  inquiry”. 

Their  counterparts  in  the 
Lords,  Ivor  Richard  and  Roy 
Jenkins,  engineered  a short 
debate  and  vote  on  the  issue, 
which  Tory  whips  survived 
by  152  votes  to  133. 

Two  former  heads  of  the 
civil  service.  Lords  Croham 
and  Bancroft,  as  well  as  two 
law  lords.  Lords  Ackner  and 
Roskill,  voted  against  the 
Government  despite  the  as- 
surance from  Lord  Cran- 
bome:  “I  too  would  greatly 
deplore  any  attempt  by  col- 
leagues in  government  to  den- 
igrate Sir  Richard  Scott". 


Now  homeowners 
can  borrow  up  to 
£15,000  by  phone 
and  receive  a 
cheque  in  days 

Now  there  is  a simple,  straightforward  way  to  borrow  up  to 
£15,000,  whether  it  be  to  improve  your  home  or  make  a dream 
come  true.  With  the  new  Alliance  & Leicester  Homeowners  Loan 
there  are  no  administration  costs  or  survey  fees 
and  with  our  attractive  low  interest  rates  this  really  is  the 
affordable  way  to  borrow  a larger  sum.  Moreover  there 
are  no  interviews  and  you  can  normally  have  an  'in  principle’ 
decision  over  the  phone  in  minutes.  Phone  us  today! 

Borrow  from  £5,000  - £15,000  and  re  pay  over  5 - W years. 


AMOUNT  l 

96  MONTHS 

60  MONTHS 

-11.75 " 

20759 

236.93 

32734 

11.75 

18026 

20534 

283.70 

€11,000  | 

1X25 

15536 

176.44 

242-54 

12-25  1 

..  127.11 

14436 

198.44 

12.75 

100.67 

114.00  * 

155.93 

£5,000 

12.75 
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81.43 
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y One  simple  phone  call  is  normally 
all  you  need  for  a fast  decision 

Q 0990 575757 

Quoting  Ref  3N13 
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t iMiaffa  dm  in  Scedand  and  Nonfcn  fntmJ.  fax  bone  amain  for  dc  loin.  Lwz*  » pjq..,  , 

a> peopk  uud  IS  « ant.  Vnnen  quotums  anfcblc  m rapra.  TV  rich)  » dedme  eoyWcaix  it  KarrtJ  MliKnih  t ” 

oK. » pMU «* FfatuEcHoSTfil  ^SStLS^vSnt 

. Ree&crad  in  Enriawt  1.  A »M»qwnftl  aAafiin  nt  Alliancr  8c  laeBMrMdn^  foarrl"*  ^ ' 


3TW- 


i 


♦ 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  February  14 1996 


NEWS  3 


> 


t.  »•  ; --±  - 

& 


,:-:c 


. .;!  v'Cr^!a 
■:'J  r:’-V  .'^Vr1' V*--  ■ ' '■>•  ’ ' • *>•! 

- *'  * ft '-»*)*  r»-  ■ . • j.  • •• 

••.V.  - _ ' 

;^;::^7:vvr.v 
•r..  •• 


• • • 


•-T>V  : 

-•  • ;•*  : 

-v.. 


' -e.V  -i»  .6 

ft  ■•■ 


• • • • y 

/ ■ • ■ ' . - ■ 


- '•  ' V 


. . * * 


. • * 

. 

•:>  . 

. ■ - 


Massimo  Troisi  (right)  is  op  for  a posthumous  Oscar  for  B Postino,  as  are  Elisabeth  Shne  and  Nicholas  Cage  (top  left)  for  Leaving  Las  Vegas,  and  Anthony  Hopkins  (above  left)  for  Nixon 


British  talent 
threatens 
to  eclipse 
Hollywood  in 
race  for  Oscars 


Michael  Figgis:  director  of  Michael  Radford:  director 
Leaving  Las  Vegas  of  D Postino  (The  Postman) 


Christopher  Reed 
in  Los  Angeles 


A PIGLET,  a dead  man 
and  a sub-titled  Italian 
film  will  compete  for 
this  year's  Oscars  in  a mixed 
field,  in  which  Hollywood 
fares  poorly  but  a Briton  is 
nominated  In  every  acting 
category  and  two  are  In  the 
running  for  best  director; 

Amid  a selection  of  young- 
sters and  newcomers,  there 
are  familiar  feces  competing 
for  the  Academy  awards. 
Emma  Thompson  is  nomi- 


nated for  best  actress  and  best 
adapted  screenplay  for  bar 
screen  version  of  Jane  Aus- 
ten’s novel  Sense  and  Sensi- 
bility. Anthony  Hopkins  is  up 
for  best  actor,  for  his  por- 
trayal of  the  late  US  president 
in  the  film  Nixon. 

Another  British  entry  is 
Mike  Figgis,  nominated  for 
best  director  for  his  film 
about  a suicidal  drunk.  Leav- 
ing Las  Vegas.  He  competes 
with  Britain’s  Michael  Rad- 
ford. who  directed  the  Italian 
film  II  Postino  (The  Postman), 
the  first  foreign  movie  to  be 
in  foe  running  for  best  film  in 


23  years.  Its  star,  Massimo 
Troisi,  died  at  foe  age  of  41 
just  after  foe  film  was  com- 
pleted, but  could  win  the  first 
posthumous  best  actor  Oscar 
since  Peter  Finch  in  1976. 

Britain's  Tim  Roth  is  nomi- 
nated as  best  supporting  actor  j 
for  Rob  Roy,  and  Kate  Winslet 
for  best  supporting  actress  for 
Sense  and  Sensibility.  In  foe 
animated  feature  section. 
Nick  Park  from  Bristol  could 
win1  his  third  Oscar  for  A 
Close  Shave. 

Although  the  US  space 
flight  drama  Apollo  13  leads 
with  nine  nominations,  its 


star,  Tom  Hanks,  was  denied 
his  chance  of  a third  acting 
Oscar  in  a row,  In  a surprise 
success.  Babe  — a beguiling 
story  about  a sheep-herding 
piglet  — has  won  seven  nomi- 
nations, including  best  film, 
equalling  Sense  and 
Sensibility. 

Thompson  competes  for  j 
best  actress  with  Susan  Sar- 
andon in  foe  death  penalty 
study  Dead  Man  Walking,  Eli- 1 
sabefo  Shue  as  a prostitute  in 
Leaving  Las  Vegas.  Meryl 
Streep  in  Bridges  of  Madison 
County,  and  Sharon  Stone  in 
Casino  — for  which  Stone 


Anglican  clergy  NHS  managers 
lean  to  Lib  Derhs  admit  pay  error 


Emma  Thompson:  twice 
for  Sense  and  Sensibility 

won  foe  best  actress  Golden 
Globe  award  last  month. 

Sean  Penn  could  win  best 
actor  for  his  part  as  foe  con- 
demned man  in  Dead  Man 
Walking.  Along  with  Hop- 
kins, he  is  up  against  the 
Globe  winner  Nicholas  Cage, 
the  star  of  Leaving  Las  Vegas, 
and  Richard  Dreyfuss  in  the 
Disney  tear-jerker  Mr  Hol- 
land's Opus. 

Competing  for  best  film  are 
Apollo  13.  Braveheart,  Babe. 
Sense  and  Sensibility  and  II 
Postino.  While  the  Italian 
entry  and  Leaving  Las  Vegas 
were  both  heavily  promoted. 


Meryl  Streep:  competing  for 
best  actress  award 

neither  has  made  more  than 
$16  million  (£10.5  million)  at 
the  box  office. 

Among  foe  newcomers  are 
Kevin  Spacey,  for  best  sup- 
porting actor  in  The  Usual 
Suspects,  and  Mare  Win- 
ningham,  for  best  supporting 
actress  in  Georgia.  The  best 
director  nominations  are  all 
first-timers,  and  the  lack  of 
big  names  or  head-to-head 
rivalry  may  make  for  a lack- 
lustre ceremony  next  month. 

Leader  comment,  page  8; 
Leaving  Lo*  Angelos,  G2 
page  13 


Joan  bites 
back  with  tale 
of  the  amoeba 


Ian  Katz  in  Hew  York 


ALEXIS  Carrington  got 
her  revenge.  Giving 
evidence  for  the 
second  time  in  her 
legal  battle  with  Random 
House,  Joan  Collins  sum- 
moned every  one  of  her  fam- 
ous feminine  wiles  and 
reminded  a Manhattan  court 
why'  she  was  a star  of  the 
screen  if  not  foe  printed  page. 

In  marked  contrast  to  her 
performance  on  the  witness 
stand  last  week,  when  she 
was  reduced  to  tears  by  the 
withering  questioning  of  Ran- 
dom House's  lawyer  Robert 
Callagy.  Ms  Collins  smilingly 
shrugged  off  inconsistencies 
in  her  testimony  like  a dieter 
caught  with  a chocolate 
eclair. 

When  the  attorney  ap- 
proached her  to  resume  his 
attack  yesterday,  she  flashed 
him  a flirtatious  smile  and 
said:  “Oh  Mr  Callagy,  you're 
not  supposed  to  come  close  to 
me.  Not  without  permission.'1 

The  British  actress-cum- 
novelist  returned  to  the  wit- 
ness stand  as  the  week-long 
trial  that  has  pitched  her 
against  America's  mightiest 
publishing  company  mean- 
dered to  a close. 

Random  House  is  suing  Ms 
Collins,  aged  62.  for  the  return 
of  a S1J2  million  advance  on  a 
two-novel  deal  because  it 
r.laims  her  writing  was  too  ap- 
palling to  put  into  print  The 
former  Dynasty  star,  who 
played  Alexis,  is  countersuing 
for  $4  million  she  insists  the 
publisher  owes  her. 

Ms  Collins  was  in  com- 
manding form  from  foe  mo- 
ment she  stepped  on  to  the 
stand  yesterday  morning. 

In  place  of  foe  exasperation 
and  embarrassment  that 
marked  her  performance  last 
week,  she  affected  a weary 
nonchalance  as  Mr  Callagy 
forced  her  to  acknowlege  a 
string  of  inconsistencies  be- 
tween her  testimony  this 
week  and  in  two  previous  de- 
positions. “I  have  a terrible 
memory,”  she  remarked  with 
a wry  smile  after  another  dis- 
crepancy had  been  exposed. 

She  refused  even  to  be  hur- 
ried by  the  famously  brusque 
Judge  Ira  Grammermann.  a 
man  whose  determination  to 
speed  up  foe  wheels  of  justice 
has  earned  him  the  nick- 
name. “the  Rocket  Docket”, 
in  New  York  legal  circles. 

Ordered  by  the  judge  to 
state  precisely. the  point  at 
which  she  stopped  writing 
one  novel  and  moved  on  to 
foe  next  she  explained  defi- 


antly that  “writing  is  a cre- 
ative process  that  is  going  on 
all  the  time”.  It  was  not  “a 
legalistic  static,  sterile 
thing”,  but  rather  “an 
amoeba  ...  moving  all  the 
time”. 

It  was  perhaps  an  unfortu- 
nate comparison  in  a trial 
that  has  dwelt  at  length  and 
unfiatteringly  on  the  quality 
of  Ms  Collins's  prose,  which 
has  been  described  variously 
as  primitive,  cliched.  dis- 
jointed. melodramatic  and 
just  plain  ridiculous. 

Asked  by  Mr  Callagy  yes- 
terday whether  she  agreed 
with  similar  criticisms  made 
by  her  editors  during  a 1991 
meeting  at  the  Carlyle  hotel. 
New  York,  she  replied:  "I 
can’t  remember.  At  the  time  I 
was  so  upset” 

But  when  Mr  Callagy  asked 
how  she  had  answered  the 
same  question  in  a 1994  depo- 
sition, she  conceded  that  she 
had  replied:  “God  no,  I 
thought  it  was  really  good.” 

The  trial  has  offered  a rare 
public  glimpse  into  the  world 
of  celebrity  publishing  and 
revealed  the  lengths  publish- 
ers will  go  to  to  coax  saleable 
manuscripts  from  their  most 
femous  authors. 

The  case  hinges  on  the 
meaning  of  the  term  “com- 
plete manuscript”  which  ap- 
pears in  an  unusual  clause 
written  into  Ms  Collins'  con- 
tract with  Random  House  by 
her  then  Hollywood  agent,  the 
late  Irving  “Swifty”  Lazar. 

Lawyers  for  Ms  Collins 
claim  the  niaiiop  guaranteed 
her  payment  regardless  of 
whether  Random  House  liked 
her  work,  but  the  publisher 
insists  ber  manuscripts  were 
so  bad  that  they  did  not  sat- 
isfy the  definition  of  a “com- 
plete manuscript". 

A complete  manuscript  had 
to  have  “all  of  the  parts  of  the 
piece”,  Mr  Callagy  said  in  his 
closing  arguments  yesterday. 
“Readers  shouldn't  have  to 
imagine  that  miracles  occur 
in  order  to  know  how  the  var- 
ious plots  and  sub-plots 
evolve.  That’s  the  writer’s 
I job.” 

Random  House  also  dis- 
putes Ms  Collins'  claim  that 
she  submitted  the  manu- 
scripts for  two  separate 
novels,  A Ruling  Passion  and 
Hell  Hath  No  Fury,  as  her 
contract  required.  The  pub- 
lisher claims  foe  second  was 
merely  a revised  version  of 
the  first  and  points  to  earlier 
statements  in  which  Ms  Col- 
lins referred  to  them  as  drafts 
Of  the  same  noveL 

Letters,  page  8 


Madeleine  Bunting 
Religious  Affairs  Editor 


A CLERGY  which  is  more 
likely  to  vote  for  the  Lib-  j 
eral  Democrats  that  any  ; 
other  party  ministers  to  a 1 
congregation  dominated  by  | 
ageing  Conservative  voters  , 
with  a conscience,  according  ! 
to  figures  published  y ester-  | 
day  in  a stud)'  of  foe  member- 
ship  of  the  General  Synod  of 1 
the  Church  of  England.  ! 

Nearly  half  of  the  House  of , 
Clergy  (45.5  per  cent)  and 
House  of  Bishops  <42J  per  I 
cent)  voted  Liberal  Democrat 
in  the  1992  election,  while 
Conservatives  attracted  44 
per  cent  of  the  House  of  Laity. 

Although  Labour  has  im- 
proved its  appeal  to  the 
Church  since  1987  it  trails  be- 
hind the  Liberal  Democrats. 

The  most  surprising  and 
disturbing  finding  of  the  anal- 
ysis of  the  1990-95  member- 
ship is  the  widespread  dissat- 
isfaction. amongst  both  laity 
and  clergy  in  Synod,  with  foe 
Church  in  its  central  role  of 
providing  moral  guidance 
and  meeting  the  spiritual 
needs  of  Its  members. 

Two-thirds  of  the  laity  and 
nearly  half  of  the  clergy  said 
they  were  dissatisfied  with  . 
the  Church's  answers  to  \ 
moral,  social  and  family  prob- 1 
lems,  as  well  as  to  spiritual 
needs.  Only  40  per  cenl  oT  the 
House  of  Bishops  said  they 
were  satisfied.  These  figures 
— of  arguably  the  best  in- 
formed. most  active  Angli- 
cans — a>re  significantly 

worse  than  for  the  average 


Church  vote 

Percentage  voting  in  the  1992 
general  election. 
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churchgoer,  who  gives  the 
Church  an  80  per  cent  ap- 
proval rating  for  meeting 
spiritual  needs. 

What  will  concern  Church 
leaders  is  the  ageing  profile  of 
Synod  lay  members;  between 
1970  and  1995  the  proportion 
of  those  under'40  fell  by  two 
thirds  from  33  per  cent  to  8.4 
per  cent  Those  over  60  now 
make  up  a third  of  foe  assem- 
bly nraningthe  Church. 

Women,  for  the  first  time 
form  a majority  in  foe  House 
of  Laity  (52  per  cent).  Synod  is 
still  over  90  per  cent  white, 
and  over  80  per  cent  married. 

The -survey  — commis- 
sioned by  General  Synod,  foe 
Church’s  governing  assembly 

shows  foe  privately-edu- 

cated  middle  class  maintain- 
ing  their  grip  on  the  Church. 
The  middle  class  dominate  60 
per  cent  of  congregations. 


DavM  Brined*,  Social 
Services  Comepomhnt 

THE  first  health  manager 
to  attract  criticism  fin* 
his  large  pay  increases 
today  admits  he  must  share 
responsibility  for  giving  NHS 
management  a bad  name. 

Peter  Griffiths,  who  was 
chief  executive  of  foe  flagship 
Guy's  hospital  trust,  in  south 
London,  says  health  manag- 
ers have  contributed  to  their 
own  image  problems  by 
awarding  themselves  big 
rises  and  bonuses. 

“We  have  got  ourselves  a 
bad  name  not  so  much  for  set- 
ting a rate  for  the  job,  but  for 
rewarding  ourselves  at  an 
annual  rate  greater  than  foe 
rest  of  foe  staff  who  have  put 
in  the  same  kind  of  effort," 
says  Mr  Griffiths.  “In  that 
sense,  I criticise  myself  be- 
cause it  happened  in  my  case 
atony's." 

Figures  released  yesterday 
show  that  foe  pay  bill  for  NHS 
managers  in  England  rose  by 
mace  than  350  per  cent  from 
£158.8  million  in  1988-90  to 
£723.3  million  in  1994-95.  A 
recent  survey  put  the  average 
total  remuneration  of  trust 
chief  executives  at  £65.000. 

Mr  Griffiths,  who  is  now  di- 
recto-  of  the  King’s  Fund 
health  management  college 
and  president  of  the  Institute 
of  Health  Services  Manage- 
ment joined  Guy’s  in  1991 
from  the  Department  of 
Health,  where  he  was  deputy 
NHS  chief  executive. 

Within  weeks  of  gaining 
trust  status,  Guy's  announced 


£6.8  million  cuts  and  hun- 
dreds of  job  losses.  Mr  Grif- 
fiths, however,  became  foe 
highest  paid  NHS  manager 
with  a car  for  himself  and  one 
for  his  wife.  In  1992-93,  his 
total  remuneration  was 
£103,000. 

Mr  Griffiths’  comments 
today  come  in  a report  — pub- 
lished by  the  National  Associ- 
ation of  Health  Authorities 
and  Trusts  — highlighting 
the  role  of  health  managers 
and  calling  for  an  end  to 
"manager  bashing”. 

Some  managers  agree  they 
have  caused  problems  for 
themselves.  Alan  Randall, 
chief  executive  of  foe  Wor- 
thing and  Southlands  hospi- 
tals trust.  West  Sussex,  says: 
“There  are  a few  managers 
who  seem  to  have  abandoned 
the  values  of  the  NHS  and  foe 
caring  professions,  who  in  a 
very  ostentatious  way  display 
all  the  trappings  of  the  high- 
powered  executive. 

“It’s  a lifestyle  in  such 
stark  contrast  to  what  mat- 
ters to  many  of  foe  front-line 
staff,  doing  very  unpleasant 
jobs  for  patients,  that  some- 
times I think  it’s  grounds  for 
revolution  within  the  NHS.” 

The  managers'  overriding 
complaint,  however,  is  that 
the  complexity  and  responsi- 
bility of  the  job  they  do  has 
never  been  recognised  ade- 
quately. They  accuse  politi- 
cians of  jumping  on  a band- 
wagon with  their  attacks  on 
NHS  “fet  cats". 

Managing  to  Care ; Nahat, 

Birmingham  Research  Park, 
Vincent  Drive.  Birmingham 
BIS2SQ:  £20  (£12  members) 


amntM'runwur  spread.  YtH  during  (he 
first  few  days  of  the  trial,  only  Ihe  F£ 
the  Guartton,  the  BBC  and  Channel  4 
naws  allocated  reporters  on  * ftiD-Ume 
Only  when  (be  case  cnbBpfod  did 
other's  trickle  In- 


The  Guardian^  coverage 
of  the  Scott  Report  on 
Friday  will  be  unique 
and  unrivalled. 

Don’t  take  our  word  for  it. 
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MY  FIRST  BENEFIT  CHEQUE 


If  you  bad  an  accident  or  developed  a serious  Illness  sod  had  to  stop  working,  would  you  bo  able  to 
manage?  Would  you  receive  enough  help  from  your  employers,  or  the  State?  And  what  would  happen  to  you  If 
you  nfldn't?  After  all,  you  still  have  to  oat,  even  if  you  coat  walk.  WHfa  a Safeguard  Income  Protection  phm 
from  Norwich  Union  Healthcare  however,  you  cat  be  ready  to  deal  with  tbesa  problems.  Because  if  the  worst 
ever  happens,  It  protects  you  against  financial  hardship.  So  all  you'd  have  to  worry  about  is  getting  hotter. 
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HARDER  THAN  THE  CAR. 
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Please  return  coupon  ro:  Norwich  Union  Healthcare  Ltd., 
Chihvonb  House,  Hampshire  Corporate  Parle,  Templars  Way, 
Easdetgh,  Hampshire,  SO 53  3EV. 

Surname 

Rest  Name  (a)  and 


Postcode ; ■■ 

Teh  (day)  STD_.  / II 

t-veninglSID £ nSwtCH 

Date  of  birth  • UN,ON 

p.  -•  No  one  protects  more. 
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V/t  Hay  wish  to  pass  on  year  data  toother  sekered  companies,  who 
may  then  contact  yon.  If  you  don't  want  thu,  phase  tick  the  box.O 
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‘Shambles’ 
alleged  in 
Law  Society 
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public  relations.  Sue  Stapley, 

Ctera  Pyw  and  attempts  by  other  council 

Legal  Cofrospomtent  members  to  defend  her.  He 

questioned  her  motives  in  clr- 
HE  Law  Society,  split  minting  a Mail  on  Sunday 
into  two  camps  since  article  accusing  him  of  hypoc- 
the  election  last  sum-  risy  in  his  private  life 


into  two  camps  since 
the  election  last  sum- 


Wm  mer  of  maverick  pres-  through  the  office  cuttings 
ident  Martin  Mears,  was  em-  service. 


broiled  in  a new  controversy 
yesterday  after  a fellow  coun- 
cil member  launched  a devas- 
tating attack  on  him  in  an 
“open  letter  . to  the 
profession”. 

Eileen  Pembrldge,  who  was 


Law  Society  staff  say 
morale  has  slumped  to  an  all- 
time  low,  with  Mr  Mears  and  : 
Mr  Sayer  regarding  many  of 
them  as  enemies.  Mr  Sayer  1 
last  month  accused  two 
senior  staff  members,  Walter 


defeated  for  the  presidency  by  Merricks  and  Andrew  Lock- 


Mr  Mears,  called  him 


ley.  of  “an  absolute,  blatant. 


ously  bad  news  for  us  ail"  in  arrogant  attempt  to  sabotage” 
an  article  in  The  Lawyer,  and  a paper  .he  wrote  suggesting  1 
called  fin:  a candidate  to  stand  ways  of  raising  conveyancing 
against  Mm  next  summer,  fees. 

when  be  plans  to  seek  a new  Insiders  say  the  election  of 
term.  She  accused  him  and  Mr  Mears  and  Mr  Sayer,  on  a 
his  vice-president,  Robert  ticket  to  reform  what  many  j 


Sayer,  of  turning  the  society's 
council  meetings  into  a sham- 


grassroots  solicitors  saw  as  a 
bloated  bureaucracy  indiffer- 


bles.  creating  a climate  of  fear  ent  to  their  concerns,  was  a 
and  distrust,  and  preventing  salutary  experience  for  the 


More  than  1,000  firefighters  from  Avon  and  Derbyshire  lined  the  route  yesterday  to  Derby  Cathedral  to  honour  Fleur  Lombard,  the  first  British  woman  firefighter  to  die  on rjJfJL* 
Fleur,  aged  21,  a member  of  BJnewatch  at  Speedwell  station.  Bristol,  died  when  the  roof  collapsed  inside  a Bristol  supermarket  where  she  was  fighting  a blaze  photograph  den&  thv. 


reform  through  “arrogance 
and  incompetence.” 


council.  It  took  on  board  toe 
message  that  It  had  to  reform. 


The  society's  governing  but  toe  pair's  insistence  on 
council  has  had  to  organise  a trying  to  bulldoze  reforms 
special  meeting  today  after  through  a system  which 


Man  ‘killed  tormentor’ 


much  of  the  last  meeting  was  | 
taken  up  with  an  angry  attack 
by  Mr  Means  on  toe  bead  of 


works  on  consensus  has  led  to 
a standstill 

Ms  Pembrldge  said  there 
was  "a  climate  of  fear  and  dis- 
trust” at  the  society’s  head- 
quarters in  central  London. 

Staff  felt  that  'their  time 
and  efforts  are  wasted.  It  is 
increasingly  difficult  for 
them  to  undertake  their  jobs 
or  keep  their  teams  together. 
They  are  attacked  by  both 
Robert  and  Martin  in  the 
press  and  in  letters  to  us.” 


David  Ward 


when  he  was  moved  into  his 


through  his  letter  box  and 
sprayed  obsc&ne  graffiti 
.about  him  on  walls.  He  said 
Mr  Gavan.  who  is  unem- 
ployed, had  thrown  his  TV  set 
from  his  window  on  the  night 


Six  convicted  News  in  brief 

of  gang-rape  V” 

after  police  German 
shield  victims  m 


A 


Monthly  council  meetings  old  schoolboy  with  a knife,  a 
at  which  decisions  are  taken  court  heard  yesterday. 

“are  now  a shambles  through  When  he  heard  the  boy  bad 
lack  of  leadership  and  parti-  died,  he  is  alleged  to  have  told 


One-armed  attacker  endured  3 throueh  ^ Ietter  31111  police  G©ritl©Hy  told  to  ©lid 
years  of  misery  before  snapping  snieia  vicums  ban  on  British  beef 

ployed,  had  thrown  his  TV  set  QK  youths  were  ordered  to  , , __  . . . 

— — when  he  was  moved  into  his  from  his  window  on  the  night  Obe  held  in  custody  yester-  THE  European  Commission  yesterday ^demandeo  tnar  met 

War” second-floor  flat  by  social  of  the  killing  after  stones  had  day  after  being  convicted  of  man  government  act  to  end  the  ban  on  British  beef  imposed  o> 

workers  three  years  ago.  been  hurled  at  him.  gang-raping  two  1 5-year -old  threeGermanstatesduetofearsoverman-cou'ojse.'iseorpac,. 

(NE- armed  man  tor-  His  solicitor,  Julian  Lins-  He  added:  “At  the  end  of  his  girls  who  for  the  past  year  The  commission  gave  the  federal  government  one  month  to 
lented  for  three  years  kill  said  Mr  Gavan,  whose  tether,  he  grabbed  a knife  and  have  been  protected  by  police  ensure  that  the  ban  is  lifted  since  it  breached  European  union 

y gangs  of  youths  arm  was  amputated  at  the  left  the  flat  to  chase  toe  after  threats  were  made  laws  on  free  roovementaf  agricultural  products. :}  commission 

d and  killed  a 14-year-  elbow  when  he  was  seven,  youths,  with.  I’m  afraid,  against  them.  spokesman  said.  Bavaria,  North  Rhme- «es  tonal  m.jmuKmne- 


SIX  youths  were  ordered  to 
be  held  in  custody  yester- 


second-floor  flat  by  social  of  the  killing  after  stones  had 


ONE-armed  man  tor- 
mented for  three  years 


workers  three  years  ago. 

His  solicitor,  Julian  Lins- 
kill,  said  Mr  Gavan,  whose 


been  hurled  at  him. 

He  added:  “At  the  end  of  his 
tether,  he  grabbed  a knife  and 


snapped  and  killed  a 14-year- 


elbow  when  he  was  seven,  youths,  with,  I’m  afraid, 
said  the  flat  with  no  lock  on  tragic  results.” 


against  them.  spokesman  said.  Bavaria,  North  Kmne-w  escpnaiia.  anu  tun 

Judge  Gerald  Gordon  land-Palatinate  last  week  blocked  imports  of  British  beet.  A 


court  heard  yesterday.  the  front  door,  was  in  a virtu-  He  said  Mr  Gavan  had  sepa-  for  pre-sentence  reports  on  spokesman  for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Fisheries  and  Food 

When  he  heard  the  boy  bad.  ally  ahandnmvl  hinrlt  rated  from  his  wife  eight  toe  youths  because  of  their  welcomed  the  commission’s  move,  saying  that  Britain  has  been 

died,  he  is  alleged  to  have  told  “Over  the  last  three  years  years  ago  and  had  no  contact  ages,  but  told  the  Old  Bailey  pressing  Brussels  to  act  for  some  time.  — JuiifMolf 


san  intervention.  Both  pos- I police:  ‘Tin  glad  he’s  dead.”  my  client's  life  has  been  made  I with  his  three  children. 


tore  from  toe  podium,  attack-  Leo  Gavan,  aged  36,  of  Buy- 
ing council  members  and  staff  ton,  Merseyside,  appeared  be- 


Leo  Gavan,  aged  36,  of  Huy-  a misery  for  no  other  reason 
ton,  Merseyside,  appeared  be-  than  his  manifest  handicap.” 
fore  Knowsley  magistrates  said  Mr  Linskill.  “Bricks 


Maria  Carr,  prosecuting. 


bail  would  be  “wholly 
inappropriate  in  the  light- of 


Mr  Mears  said:  “It's  the  charged  with  the  murder  of  have  been  repeatedly  thrown  Lee  was  not  among  them  but 


said  youngsters  had  been  toe  material  I have  heard  in 
throwing  stones  at  the  flat  court”. 


same  old  rubbish  she  was  pro- 
ducing during  the  election. 


Lee  Kinch,  also  of  Huyton. 
who  died  on  Sunday.  Report- 


Martin  Mears:  'Climate 

of  fear*  claimed 


I z 


Wherever  I go  I am  told  I have  I tag  restrictions  were  lifted,  break-ins. 


through  his  window.  His  flat  he  had  been  in  the  street 
has  been  trashed  following  when  Mr  Gavan  appeared. 


mare  support  than  I did  six 
months  ago.” 


The  court  heard  Mr  Ga-  Mr  Linskill  said  youths  had  tion.  A committal  date  was  set 
van's  torment  had  begun  posted  burning  rubbish  for  April  9. 


There  was  no  bail  applies-  age  boys  — some  still  at  large 


tbe^iMlerlal  I have  heara  in  Appeal  to  free  editor 

One  of  the  gang’s  victims  „ ^ 

was  taken  to  toe  basement  of  AMNESTY  International  last  night  called  on  the  Home  Office  to 
a block  of  flats  where  14  teen-  either  charge  or  release  a Sikh  newspaper  editor  who  lias  been  in 
age  boys  — some  still  at  large  prison  for  nearly  a year  facing  deportation  for  unspecified 
— queued  up  to  rape  or  at-  reasons  of  “national  f«curity".  Raghbir  Singh  Johnl.  who  has 
tempted  to  rape  her.  lived  in  the  West  Midlands  for  the  past  15  years,  is  cbiniing 

Her  friend  was  kept  in  an  political  asylum.  In  a report  released  today,  the  rights  organisa- 
area  on  the  first  floor  where  a tion  said  he  risked  befog  tortured  or  killed  if  sent  to  India, 
smaller  number  of  boys  raped  A Court  of  Appeal  appl  Lcatlon  for  judicial  review  of  the  decision 

or  molested  her.  said  Michael  to  deport  him  and  the  legality  of  his  detention  without  charge  or 
Worsley  QC,  prosecuting.  trial  will  be  heard  on  Friday.  — Owen  Bouxott 
Nine  alleged  members  of 

the  gang  — five  aged  16  and  — 

rested?  The  others  have  not  Contraception  advice  wanted 

yet  been  caught 

The  nine  had  variously  de-  DOCTORS  are  not  giving  women  the  information  they  want 
nied  rape  and  attempted  rape  about  contraception,  the  Contraceptive  Education  Service 
in  Brtrton.  sooth  London,  on  reported  today.  A survey  of 744  women  aged  16  to  49  found  that  40 
October  28, 1994.  Two  were  ac-  percent  wanted  to  know  more  about  possible  side  effects,  and  24 
quitted  of  the  charges  last  per  cent  wanted  to  know  more  about  health  risks  like  thrombosis, 
week  and  a third  was  cleared  Mare  than  60percHitafwomenquestionedcitedsideeffects.Ts 
yesterday.  a key  factor  in  their  decision  to  stop  using  a previous  method  of 

After  the  case,  police  said  contraception.  Over  half  cf  former  condom- users  sn  id  the  dissatis- 
the  two  girls  were  now  terri-  faction  of  their  partner  had  stopped  them  employing  tills  method, 
fied  to  go  out,  because  of  the 

trauma  they  still  suffered  and  

of  toe  attackers.  from  tods  y/rff  served  on  Rifkind 
Police  had  to  take  special 

security  measure  to  protect  THE  Defence  Secretary.  Malcolm  Rifkind.  a major  general,  a 
the  girls  after  one  was  threat-  brigadier,  and  four  other  soldiers  were  yesterday  served  with  a 
ened  she  would  be  shot  if  she  writ  from  a drummer  in  the  Grenadier  Guards  claiming  damages 
gave  evidence  at  the  trial.  for  assault,  false  Imprisonment  and  lack  of  medical  care. 

“They  have  had  to  face  real  Private  Stephen  Jordan,  aged  23.  was  released  from  close  arrest 

fear,  threats  and  continued  in  December  when  lawyers  obtained  a writ  of  habeas  corpus 
pressure  for  over  a year."  against  toe  Ministry  of  Defence.  He  is  expected  to  be  court 
said  PC  Alison  Pike,  who  martiaUed  next  month  on  charges  of  theft,  and  is  now  confined  to 
helped  to  counsel  the  girls.  Victoria  barracks  in  Windsor.  — OirenBoiccort 


Contraception  advice  wanted 


77: 


'fn 


in  Brtrton.  sooth  London,  on 
October  28, 1994.  Two  were  ac- 
quitted of  the  charges  last 
week  and  a third  was  cleared 
yesterday. 


Writ  served  on  Rifkind 

THE  Defence  Secretary.  Malcolm  Rifkind.  a major  genera),  a 
brigadier,  and  four  other  soldiers  were  yesterday  served  with  a 
writ  from  a drummer  in  the  Grenadier  Guards  claiming  damages 
for  assault  false  Imprisonment  and  lack  of  medical  care. 

Private  Stephen  Jordan,  aged  23.  was  released  from  close  arrest 
in  December  when  lawyers  obtained  a writ  of  habeas  corpus 
against  toe  Ministry  of  Defence.  He  is  expected  to  be  court 
martiaUed  next  month  on  charges  of  theft,  and  is  now  confined  to 
Victoria  barracks  in  Windsor.  — Ouvn  Bouxott 
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Is  someone 
chipping  away 

at  the  deposit 
you’re  saving 
for  a home 


'Place,'. 


(JUy 


Ac  the  moment,  you  probably  keep  your  savings  in  a Bank  or  Building  Society 
account.  It  makes  sense.  Especially  if  you  need  money  for  even-day  expenses,  like  bilk 
nr  small  purchases. 

However,  if  you  re  saving  for  a home  or  flat  over  several  years  you  might  well 
be  losing  out. You  see.  the  chances  arc  that  whenever  you  earn  interest  die  uxnuii  will 
take  2ti%  or  more.  This  can  nuke  a large  hole  in  your  savings. 

With  our  new  Savings  Pbn,  though.  you  don't  ban*  to  pjv  him  a penny.  If you  re 
able  to  put  aside  a small  amount  each  month  you  can  now  save  in  the  same  wav  as 
some  of  the  wealthiest  people  in  Britain.  . 

For  an  information  pack  about  stopping  the 
removal  of  your  savings,  please  give  us  a call. 


, _ EAGLE  STAR 

Telephone:  0500  600  560 

C»H  weekday*  8am-  8pm.  and  Saturdays  9am  - 2pm 

Ai-lik-'pbn  *s  a PER  i»  value.  including  nmnmanl  income.  cm  n..-.,-.  - . . 

St»t  Direct  a an  introducer  only  lu  Eagle  Stir  Matfceune 
.tegdari  bv  rtw  Personal  ImvunieM  Authority  mii  iMktt  for  introdu^  fork*  "‘h 

pentotn  and  «c  trnsr  business  Tae  taw  ,s  sullen  ro  t fo”' 
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That’s  that  as 
pop  heart  throbs 
confirm  demise 


Alex  Bellos 


Teenage  girls  and 

many  gay  men  are  Eao* 
lug  'a  loveless  Valen- 
tine’s Day  as  they  straggle 
to  come  to  terms  with  the 
demise  of  their  favourite 
heart  throbs.  Take  That. 

The  Manchester  four- 
some, the  most  successful 
British  band  of  the  decade, 
confirmed  music  industry 
rumour  yesterday  by  say- 
ing that  their  next  single. 
How  Deep  Is  Your  Love, 
will  be  their  last. 

Group  member  Gary  Bar- 
low,  aged  26.  broke  the 
news  at  a press  conference 
near  Manchester  airport. 

He  said;  “Thanks  Cor  ev- 
erybody’s support  in  the 
last  five  years.  You’ve  been 
absolutely  fantastic.  Unfor- 
tunately the  rumours  are 
true.  From  today,  it’s  no 


more.”  Member  Mark 
Owen,  aged  24,  added:  “We 
do  very  much  care  about 
the  fans,  but  we  have  done 
all  we  can  do.” 

Take  That's  split  has 
been  on  the  cards  ever 
since  the  departure  last 
summer  of  its  youngest 
member,  Robbie  Williams, 
aged  22.  Owen,  Jason  Or- 
ange. aged  25,  and  Howard 
Donald,  aged  27,  appeared 
realistic  about  life  after 
Take  That.  Asked  if  they 
might  fade  away,  Owen 
said:  “There’s  every  chance ' 
of  that.” 

Take  That  were  five 
northern  lads  brought 
together  five  years  ago  by 
manager  Nigel  Martin 
Smith  to  emulate  the  suc- 
cess of  US  boy  band  New 
Kids  On  The  Block.  The 
band  eventually  had  seven 
consecutive  number  one 
singles. 


Take  That,  Manchester’s  riposte  to  US  group  New  Kids  on  the  Block,  announcing  at  a press  conference  yesterday  that  they  are  splitting  up 
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Gummer  pressed  to  kill 
film  theme  park  plans 


Green-minded  Tories  oppose 
Labour  peer’s  £225m  project 


Ian  King 


THE  Environment  Sec- 
retary, John  Gum- 
mer, was  under  pres- 
sure last  night  to 
reject  plans  for  a £226  million 
film  theme  park  unveiled  yes- 
terday by  the  media  group 
MAI.  headed  by  Labour  peer 
Lord  Hollick,  and  the  film 
company  Warner  Brothers. 

The  150-acre  complex 
planned  for  Hillingdon.  West 
London,  which  would  create 
up  to  3.500  jobs,  would  be 
called  Warner  Brothers 
Movie  World.  The  companies 
hope  it  would  attract  2 mil- 
lion visitors  from  April  to  Oc- 
tober each  year,  after  opening 
in  spring  or  summer  1999. 

But  Sir  Michael  Shersby, 
Tory  MP  for  Uxbridge  and 
president  of  the  London 
Green  Belt  Council,  said  he 
would  be  asking  Mr  Gummer 
to  veto  the  project 
“This  huge  development  is 
entirely  contrary  to  both  the 
letter  .and  the  spirit  of  green 


belt  policy,  which  is  intended 
to  prevent  further  urban  ex- 
pansion around  the  built-up 
area  of  Greater  London,"  Sir 
Michael  said. 

“It  has  become  the  symbol 
of  the  Government's  desire  to 
prevent  the  ruin  of  the  coun- 
tryside by  excessive  develop- 
ment. Any  attempt  to  relax 
the  rules  must  be  prevented.” 

Richard  Barnes,  leader  of 
the  Conservative  group  on 
Labour-controlled  Hillingdon 
borough  council,  said  the 
prospect  of  2 million  people 
descending  on  the  area  filled 
him  with  “abject  honor”. 

The  complex  is  expected  to 
win  planning  permission,  but 
a public  inquiry  is  likely  be- 
fore the  plan  goes  ahead. 

Lord  Hollick,  who  is.  over- 
seeing MAI’s  £3  billion 
merger  with  Daily  Express 
owner  United  News  & Media, 
said  the  studio  would  provide 
a shot  in  the  arm  to  the  Brit- 
ish film  industry. 

He  said  it  would  enable 
Britain  to  meet  the  demands 
of  film-makers  worldwide. 


Lord  Hollick . . . teamed  up 
with  Warner  Bros 

“The  studios  will  also  rein- 
force west  London’s  concen- 
tration of  specialist  media 
skills  and  help  to  retain  the 
nation's  wealth  of  film  and 
television-making  talent" 

• Lord  Hollick,  who  was 
chairman  of  Shepperton 
Studios  in  the  late  1980s,  de- 
nied that  MAI  was  contribut- 
ing to  the  Americanisation  of  | 
British  culture  with  the 


theme  park.  “It  will  celebrate 
the  best  the  dearest  in  Brit- 
ish film-making,  and  will  fea- 
ture a large  number  of  enter- 
tainments featuring  films 
made  at  Ealing,  Shepperton, 
Plnewood  and  Elstree.” 

The  park  would  have 
themed  rides,  shows  based  on 
Warner  films  and  cartoons, 
including  Bugs  Bunny,  Daffy 
Duck  and  Superman,  and  ex- 
hibits celebrating  the  history 
of  British  films. 

Its  studios  would  be  the 
first  built  from  scratch  in 
Britain  since  the  second 
world  war.  Lord  Hollick  said 
projects  would  include  a TV 
soap  opera,  which  would  keep 
the  studios  busy  all  year. 
Warner  and  MAI  have  also 
set  up  a film  production 
company. 

The  Pinewood  and  Shepper- 
ton studios  are  near  the 
theme  park  site.  Demand  for 
film-making  facilities  in  Brit- 
ain has  increased  sharply  in 
recent  years,  particularly 
from  American  companies. 

Last  summer  the  James 
Bond  film  Goldeneye  had  to 
be  shot  in  a dlsnsed  factory 
because  the  studio  at  Pine- 
wood  was  fully  booked. 


Row  over  cancer  link  to  power  pylons 


Owen  Bowcott 


CLAIMS  that  radioactive 
radon  gas  in  the  air 
may  he  the  link  be- 
tween high-voltage  pylons 
and  an  increased  risk  of  can- 
cer started  fierce  scientific 
controversy  yesterday. 

The  row  follows  a study  by 
a Bristol  university  team 
under  Denis  Henshaw,  which 
proposed  that  radioactive 
radon  naturally  present  in 
the  atmosphere  was  attracted 
by  electromagnetic  fields  in 
pylons  and  domestic  electri- 
cal equipment 
His  team's  explanation 
linking  electromagnetic  fields 
and  cancer  was  welcomed  by 


lawyers  trying  to  sue  electric- 
ity generating  companies 
over  childhood  leukaemias. 

But  it  was  dismissed  by  the 
National  Radiological  Protec- 
tion Board  as  “implausible". 

The  study,  published  in  the 
International  Journal  of  Radi- 
ation Biology,  found  electro- 
magnetic fields  activated  the 
radon,  known  to  be  a cancer 
risk,  and  increased  the  poten- 
tial dosage  to  humans. 

“Our  findings  potentially 
solve  the  enigma  that  there 
has  been  no  convincing  mech- 
anism by  which  electromag- 
netic fields  could  affect  any  of 
the  known  developmental 
stages  of  cancers,"  Professor 
Henshaw  said. 

“They  show  such  fields  can 


concentrate  a whole  cocktail 
of  potential  carcinogenic 
agents.  We  believe  the  fields 
are  able  to  increase  the  quan- 
tity of  such  agents  absorbed 
by  the  body." 

Professor  Henshaw,  funded 
by  the  Medical  Research 
Council,  experimented  using 
domestic  wire  plugged  in  to 
the  mains  in  the  basement  of 
his  home,  and  measured 
radioactive  radon  particles. 

The  board,  whose  studies 
have  dismissed  claims  of  a 
risk  from  living  under  high- 
voltage  power  lines,  yester- 
day said:  "The  weight  erf  evi- 
dence would  suggest  electric 
fields  will,  If  anything, 
slightly  reduce  human  expo- 
sure to  radon."  Electric  fields 


tended  to  deposit  radon  parti- 
cles on  surfaces  and  make 
them  less  likely  to  be  inhaled. 
But  the  board  did  concede  evi- 
dence for  an  "association”  be- 
tween electromagnetic  fields 
and  cancer. 

Martin  Day,  a solicitor 
suing  Norweb  over  the  death 
from  leukaemia  of  a boy  from 
Bolton,  welcomed  the 
research,  saying:  "Ifs  a m*tfor 
breakthrough." 

The  Leukaemia  Research 
Fund  also  welcomed  the  find- 
ings. but  added:  ‘This  does 
not  prove  that  electromag- 
netic fields  cause  leukaemia 
— but  it  does  point  to  the 
need  for  further  investigation 
into  the  effects  of  electromag- 
netic fields  and  radon." 


Met  may  hold  biased  officers  liable  after  race  case  payout 


Dimean  Campbell 
Crime  Corespondent 


A BLACK  detective  yes- 
#%terday  won  an  estimated 
£30,000  damages  from  the 
Metropolitan  police  fbr  racial 
discrimination  in  a settle- 
ment which  raises  the.  possi- 
bility that  individual  officers 
who  discriminate  against  col- 
leagues could  be  personally 

liahlp  f^r  damage 

The  force  has  decided  that 


if  an  officer  has  been  on  an 
equal  opportunities  training 
course  he  or  she  may  be  con- 
sidered personally  liable  for 
any  discriminatory  actions. 
The  Metropolitan  Police  Fed- 
eration confirmed  that  it  is 
having  officers  insured 
against  such  a possibility. 

Detective  Constable  Peter 
Franklin  and  the  Metropoli- 
tan Police  reached  agreement 
yesterday  after  he  brought  an 
action  concerning  his  annual 
appraisal  in  1992/93. 


Mr  Franklin,  who  was 
based  at  Epsom,  Surrey, 
claimed  he  had  been  discrimi- 
nated against  and  victimised 
because  of  his  race.  His  com- 
plaint was  withdrawn  on  pay- 
ment of  compensation. 

Neither  side  would  confirm 
the  amount  paid,  but  it  is 
understood  to  be  about 
£30,000.  The  Police  Federation 
supported  Mr  Franklin,  who 
has  been  in  the  service  for  16 
years,  in  his  action. 

Sir  Paul  Condon,  Metropoli- 


tan Police  commissioner,  ac- 
knowledged in  a statement 
that  the  appraisal  was  unfair 
and  apologised  for  the  dis- 
tress caused.  Mr  Franklin 
was  a “thoroughly  profes- 
sional and  highly  regarded  of- 
ficer and  colleague". 

Mike  Bennett,  chairman  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Fed- 
eration. said  the  situation  fac- 
ing supervisory  officers  when 
giving  below-average  apprais- 
als to  black  or  female  officers 
now  needed  to  be  clarified. 
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UK  COOPERATIVE  BANK 


annual 


Ever. 

Some  banks  charge  as  much  as  £ 1 2 a year  for  a 
credit  card,  and  as  much  as  £90  for  a Gold  Card. 
These  Co-operative  Bank  Visa  cards  are  guaranteed 
free  for  life. You  will  never  be  charged  an  annual 
fee.  Think  what  that  could  save  you  over  a 
lifetime.  You  don’t  even  have  to  bank  with  us. 
You  can  transfer  your  existing  balance  from  any 
other  major  credit  card  company  at  a special 


Guaranteed  free  for  life. 

Pay  off  your  codstiog  balance  at 
I2.fl%  APR  variable. 

- save  19  to  £2VO  on  your  debt.* 

Keep  your  credit  Umtt. 

field  Card  Butt  £2,000  mbOmunii  . 


discount  rate  of  just  1%  per  month  (12.6% 
APR  variable).  So,  if  you  owe  say  £3,000  on 
a Barclays  or  NatWest  Bank  credit  card  you  could 
save  up  to  £290  over  two  years*  As  for  your 
credit  limit,  we  guarantee  to  match  what  you 
currently  have.  (Our  Gold  Card  carries  a minimum 
£3,000  limit.)  So  call  us  free,  and  say  goodbye 
co  your  annual  fee. 

0800  34  64  94 

Can  free  quoting  reference  no.  57390  or  post  the  coupon 


Post  to: Visa  Card  dept.  Co-operative  Bank  pj.c,  FREEPOST  (MR8I92), Manchester  Ml  9A2 
or  phone  0800  34  64  94  (24  hours  a day.  7 days  a week).  Please  use  block  capitals. 


Fdl  name. 


.Address. 


.Postcode. 


.Phone  number. 


Please  tick  card  interested  in  Q Visa  Card  Q Gold  Visa  Card 


57390 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 


Manila  hails  child  sex  case 


An  unprecedented  prosecution  of  a British  man  reflects  growing 
concern  in  the  Philippines,  Nick  Cumming-Bruce  reports 


IP  SENATOR  Ernesto 
Herrera  had  his  way, 
people  like  foe  Br item 
Michael  Clarke  would  be 
put  to  death  with  a lethal 
injection  or  whatever  means 
the  Philippines  eventually 
adopts  for  judicial  execution. 

The  49-year-old  Sussex  man 
was  caught  on  a concealed 
camera  last  year  assuring  a 
presumed  customer  that  "you 
can  get  young  girls  12  years 
old."  Brochures  provided  by 
his  Eastbourne-based  Para- 
dise Express  travel  agency  of- 
fered access  to  “headstrong 
young  fillies”  who  were  "teth- 
ered" in  a bar  named  the  OK 
Corral.  A poster  displayed  at 
a house  he  used  in  the  Philip- 
pines implied  children  of  both 
sexes  were  available. 

Mr  Clarke  faces  a possible 


China 


20  years  In  jail  if  convicted  of 
promoting  child  prostitution 
being  heard  by  a court  in 
Olongapo  City,  the  northern 
town  gently  decaying  outside 
the  gates  of  the  former  US 
naval  base  of  Subic  Bay. 

His  case,  however,  is  ex- 
traordinary on  several 
counts.  Mr  Clarke  was  filmed 
by  ITN  and  featured  in  a doc- 
umentary on  child  prostitu- 
tion aired  last  year.  He  denies 
the  charges  and  said  the  film 
had  been  doctored.  But  al- 
most as  unusual  is  the  fact  his 
case  ever  came  to  trial 

“There  has  been  not  one 
conviction  of  a foreign  paedo- 
phile in  this  country  since  the 
passing  of  the  Child  Protec- 
tion Act  in  1992,"  fumes 
Father  Shay  Cullen,  a cam- 
paigner against  child  prostitu- 


tion whose  Preda  Foundation, 
based  in  Olongapo.  pressed 
charges  against  Mr  Clarke. 

Activists  like  Fr  Cullen  hope 
Mr  Clarke's  case  may  mark  a 
new  departure  in  the  struggle 
against  child  prostitution. 

Mr  Herrera's  call  for  the 
death  penalty  for  paedophiles 
is  part  of  a growing  reaction 

against 

President  Fidel  Ramos  last 
week  called  for  a national 

rampaign  against  ahnyo 

and  declared  the  second  week 
of  February  a special  aware- 
ness week  for  what  he  called 
one  of  the  most  under- 
reported forms  of  abuse.  He 
has  created  a special  police 
task  force  to  tackle  the  Issue 
and  has  set  up  committees  in- 
cluding groups  like  Preda  as 
consultants. 


Welfare  workers  have  no  il- 
lusions that  such  steps  will 
make  much  difference  to 
what  is  almost  a national  in- 
dustry. “You  chop  off  one 
head  on  the  monster  and  an- 
other one  grows,"  sighs  Ft 

Cullen. 

The  United  Nations  Chil- 
dren's Fund  believes  there 
are  60.000  child  prostitutes  in 
the  Philippines,  second  only 
to  Thailand.  A skating  rink  a 
stone's  throw  from  the  depart- 
ment of  tourism  is  one  of  the 
main  pickup  points  in  Ma- 
nila. Fr  Cullen  notes,  the 
streets  around  a church  pro- 
vide another. 

Welfare  workers  blame  a 
collapse  of  values  as  much  as 
the  poverty  for  the  numerous 
cases  of  families  which  prosti- 
tute their  own  children  or  sell 
them  to  pimps.  Foreign  preda- 
tors have  been  quick  to  spot 
the  opportunities. 

Japanese  and  Taiwanese  ar- 
riving on  sex  fours  are  among 


the  most  active  exploiters  of 
children,  social  groups  work- 
ing with  the  children  say.  But 
individuals  from  Australia 
and  Europe,  particularly  Ger- 
many, Britain  and  France  are 
also  high  in  the  charts  of  of- 
fenders, they  say. 

Activists  cite  the  case  of 
Tony  Be  van,  former  mayor  of 
a small  Australian  town,  who 
operated  a network  importing 
Filipino  boys.  Another  ring  is 
supplying  Amerasian  chil- 
dren from  Olongapo  to  Oki- 
nawa, Fr  Cullen  reports. 

But  efforts  to  combat  the 
business  are  routinely  firus^ 

trated  by  corruption  in  the 
police,  the  prosecutors  and: 
the  courts,  campaigners  say. 
Policemen  on  a salary  of  per- 
haps £130  a month  mate  five 
to  six  times  that  in 

payoffs  from  pimps  when  for- 
eigners bint  children,  points 
out  Dominique  Lemay,  whose 
Virlanie  Foundation  operates 
nine  homes  for  street  chil- 


dren and  works  with  those  de- 
tained for  prostitution. 

. Even  when  foreigners  are 
arrested,  most  like  the  Ger- 
man bmmessiaan,  Dutch  stu- 
dent and  US  student  picked  up 
last  month,  are  granted  bail  of 
perhapsafew  hundred  pounds 
and  many  skip  the  country. 

But  groups  like  Preda  and 
Virlanie  have  adopted  a new 
tactic,  working  wife,  police 
they  can  trust  and  lobbying 
authorities  to  appoint  prose- 
cutors known  to  be  dean.  In 
Olongapo.  confidence  in- 
spired by  fee  prosecutor  in 
Mr  Clarke’s  case  trig- 
gered a rash  of  abuse  reports. 

They  are  also  getting  to 
grips  wife  extra-territorial 
legislation  introduced  by  Aus- 
tralia and  several  European 
countries,  allowing  prosecu- 
tion at  home  for  offences  com- 
mitted abroad.  “Even  if  they 
escape  we  will  follow  up”  Mr 
Lemay  says.  “We  are  in  fee 
process  of  getting  organised.” 


Th»  Guardian  Wednesday  February  ljjggg 

Newsinbrief  

Calif  ornian  justice 

system  fails  blacks 

were  released  an  Monday.  _ . ^ a.-hites 


usedrugsatabout  the  same  rate, 

incarceration  rfyoungbladt  women,  now  serving  sentences  at 
cates  dose  to  that  of  white  max 
The  study  also  reveals  that,  in  IasAnjgtegiJJ^ ES?  lawat 
gntoCaMbnila'a  “Three  Strikes. \on  re  Out  uroat 

17^hh  whites  who  are  nrrt-time  offenders 

had  their  charges  reduced  compared  with 

criminal  justice  system,"  said  Vincent  Schiraldi.  the  centre 
executive  director.  — Los  Angelas  Times. 

‘Monster9  freed  on  appeal 

PIETRO  PACCIANX,  fee  elderly  former  convicted  of  being  the 
"Monster  of  Florence",  was  yesterday  acquitted  on  appeal,  ana 

was  expected  to  be  released  from. prison  last  night. 

to  reaching  their  verdict,  the  judges  swept  aside  a last- 
minute  attempt  to  get  the  court  to  hear  evidence  from  new 
witnesses  who  were  said  to  have  watched  Mr  Pacciam  commit 


P-  Wi' 


grain 

crisis 


JohnGHthgs 


BEIJING  is  becoming 
seriously  alarmed  by 
the  prospect  of  severe 
grain  shortages  which  could 
lead  to  food  riots  in  urban 
areas,  says  a leading  expert 

on  the  environment. 

The  need  for  huge  grain  im- 
ports will  also  complicate 
China's  relations  with  the 
United  States. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Chinese 
New  Year  festival,  the  state 
planning  commission  has 
warned  that  rising  food  prices 
will  cause  “a  strong  reaction 
from  the  masses”. 

Provincial  governors  are 
being  asked  to  take  personal 
responsibility  for  efforts  to 
boost  grain  production. 

Food  shortages  will  be 
"politically  destabilising 
when  people  feel  trapped  by 
rising  prices,"  argues  Lestor 
Brown,  president  of  the  US- 
based  Worldwatch  Institute. 

Mr  Brown  says  that  China’s 
need  for  grain  imports  will 
increase  its  dependence  upon 
the  US  — which  dominates  the 
world  market  — in  spite  of  dis- 
agreements over  Taiwan  or 
trade.  This  is  causing  real  con- 
cern to  the  Chinese  leadership. 

Chinese  leaders  now  warn 
that  "lagging  agricultural 
growth  . . . could  threaten  sta- 
bility" and  that  China  may 
face  a "downward  spiral”  of 
grain  production. 

US  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture figures  show  that  maize 
prices  in  are  already  higher 
than  average  world  levels, 
further  increasing  the  de- 
mand for  imports. 

China  previously  rejected 
Mr  Brown '5  argument  that 
the  economic  boom  is  driving 
up  food  consumption  but  also 
reducing  the  area  of  land  for 
cultivation.  Consumption  of 
meat,  the  production  of  which 
requires  large  inputs  of  grain, 
has  Increased  fivefold  in  16 
years.  Demand  for  beer 
climbed  from  l billion  litres 
in  1981  to  13  billion  in  1994. 

Meanwhile,  China's  grain 
area  has  dropped  by  more 
than  5 per  cent  in  four  years, 
while  population  has  grown 
by  nearly  the  same  amount. 
The  number  of  provinces  im- 
porting grain  is  predicted  to 
rise  from  the  present  12  to  22 
by  the  end  of  the  next  decade. 

"There  is  no  historical  pre- 
cedent for  what  is  happening 
in  China  today  with  such  a 
vast  population,"  says  Mr 
Brown  in  a book  published 
this  week.*  Europe's  post-war 
transformation  into  a modern 
consumer  society  started 
from  a higher  industrial  base 
and  a smaller  population. 

Grain  production  is  now 
levelling  off  in  China  well 
below  population  growth.  It  Is 
also  hindered  by  water  short- 
ages. which  last  year  resulted 
last  year  in  the  Yellow  River 
drying  up.  Critics  say  China 
should  seek  to  impose  tight 
control  on  water  use,  and  tax 
the  conversion  of  crop  land. 

* Who  Will  Feed  China ? 
(Earthscan,  £9.95). 
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Collared ...  A man  is  arrested  during  a demonstration  in  Dhaka  yesterday  to  oppose  Thursday’s  planned  general  election  photogra#*h:  pavel  rahman 

Student  thugs  wage  pre-election  war 


Gang  violence  is  a key  element  of  politics, 

Suzanne  Goldenberg  in  Dhaka  reports 


HABIB  UR  Rahman  Ha- 
bib carries  fee  scars  of 
a dozen  stab  and  bullet 
wounds,  souvenirs  of  univer- 
sity life. 

Students  have  always 
played  a central  role  in  politi- 
cal life  in  Bangladesh.  The 
campaign  for  independence 
started  from  a canteen  at 
Dhaka  University  In  1969,  as 
did  the  movement  that  even- 
tually toppled  General  Hus- 
sain Mohammed  Ershad  in 
December  1990. 

But  that  era  of  idealism  has 
evaporated  in  the  five  tumul- 
tuous years  since  the  return 
to  parliamentary  democracy, 
leaving  a residue  of  violence 
where  party  affiliations 
scarcely  matter. 

"You've  got  to  understand 
that  in  1991.  every  party  had 


arms  — rifles,  guns, 
revolvers,  light  machine- 
guns.  grenades  — every- 
thing,” Mr  Habib  said-  He  is  a 
foil-time  activist  for  the  stu- 
dent wing  of  fee  ruling  Ban- 
gladesh Nationalist  Party. 

Although  he  flinches  at  the 
description,  Mr  Habib  is  what 
is  known  locally  as  a mastaan 
— the  hooligans  widely  held 
responsible  for  fee  steep  rise 
in  violence  before  Thursday's 
general  elections. 

Although  both  the  BNP  and 
the  main  opposition  party, 
the  Awami  League,  rely  on  so- 
called  student  leaders  to  en- 
force strikes  or  to  get  crowds 
out  for  demonstrations,  the 
ruling  party  appears  to  have 
the  upper  hand. 

The  mastaans  have  pene- 
trated all  levels  of  public  life: 


they  run  the  protection  racket 
in  fee  bazaars  of  Dhaka’s  old 
city,  and  demand  a cut  in  fee 
award  of  government  tenders. 

At  Dhaka  university  — the 
country's  largest  with  27,000 
students  — there  are  several 
shoot-outs  a week  between 
the  security  forces  and  rival 
campus  gangs. 

The  permanent  student  life 
has  its  own  charm  for  some- 
one like  Mr  Habib,  aged  30.  a 
physics  graduate  from  the 
north-eastern  town  of  Syihet 
At  least  it’s  better  than  jaiL 

Habib  was  released  on  bail 
on  February  5 after  17  months 
in  prison,  charged  wife  the 
daylight  shooting  of  a rival 
student  leader. 

Habib  protests  his  inno- 
cence in  the  murder  — “I  was 
actually  in  the  mosque  at  that 
time"  — and  in  the  40-odd 
other  charges  pending 
against  him. 

Even  though  he  was  ex- 
pelled by  the  official  BNP  stu- 


I dent  wing,  Jatiyatabadi  Cbha- 
1 tra  Dal,  during  his  prison  so- 
journ, local  BNP  leaders  were 
waiting  at  the  jail  on  the  day 
of  his  release.  They  hung  gar- 
lands around  his  neck, 
handed  him  100,000  takas 
(£1,600)  and  put  him  to  work.  1 

“As  you  know  it’s  a very  | 
critical  situation  in  the 
country.  I don’t  deny  the  party 
had  an  influence  in  my 
release.  I am  a front-ranking 
leader  in  student  politics  and 
they  need  me,”  Mr  Habib  said. 

On  Monday,  he  was  sum- 
moned to  Dhaka  to  receive 
his  instructions  for  tomor- 
row’s poll:  "Politics  deter- 
mine what  to  hit,  when  to 
hit” 

Although  the  election  com- 
mission ordered  the  army  on 
December  31  to  crack  down 
on  hoodlums,  the  recent 
spread  of  violence  from  urban 
centres  to  the  countryside 
suggests  they  have  not 
succeeded. 


The  BNP  youth  wing  claims 
to  control  all  but  one  student 
dormitory  ' at  Dhaka 
university. 

Leaders  of  its  Awami 
League  rival  say  this  is  be- 
cause government  agencies 
have  given  the  BNP  students 
access  to  a bigger  arsenal  — 
though  they  admit  their  own 
workers  also  indulge  in 
violence. 

"Sometimes  arms  do  come 
to  us.”  said  Enamul  Hoque 
Shameem.  president  of  fee 
Bangladesh  Student  League. 
“Officially  they  don’t" 

Despite  his  bravado,  Mr  Ha- 
bib knows  the  reign  of  a mas- 
taan is  short-lived.  ‘1  have 
been  involved  such  a long 
time  that  I can't  get  out  of  it 
now  alive.”  Bathe  is  woridng 
an  a career  plan. 

Mr  Habib  i>lans  to  fight  the 
next  election  as  an  MP.  Local 
BNP  leaders  have  already 
promised  him  a ticket  he 
said. 


Hotto  nyuusu  from  Japan 


Kevin  Rafferty  in  Tokyo 

MY  FRIEND  Kenjiro 
Eobayashi  admits 
that  he  is  a lazy  fel- 
low in  the  mornings  and 
never  bothers  to  cook  him- 
self a proper  Japanese 
breakfast.  “I  am  always 
rushing  so  jast  have  Jyuusu 
[juice].  some  pan  thread]  and 
jyamu  (jam),  wife  a cup  of 


one, 


hotto  kohii  [hot  coffee]  while 
I watch  the  nyuusu  [news]  j 
on  terebi  [television J.” 

His  father.  Kazoo,  says  he 
is  appalled,  not  so  much  at 
the  rushed  breakfast  or 
I lack  of  proper  nourishment 
as  at  all  those  Imported 
words. 

‘'Sometimes  I cannot 
understand  what  fee  young 
are  talking  about.  When  I 
| look  at  fee  magazines  that 
the  young  like  — which 

even  have  foreign  names, 
like  Be-Pal,  Flash  and 
Trendy  — I cannot  under- 
stand more  than  half  of 
what  they  say." 

He  is  not  alone.  It  has 
been  calculated  that  10  per 
cent  of  the  words  used  in 
Japanese  today  are  gair- 
i aigo  — imported  from  out- 
side. Other  surveys  show 
that  more  than  60  per  cent 
of  Japanese  in  their  sixties 
have  difficulty  understand- 
ing the  gairaigo  hsed  on  the 
terebi. 

It  seems  to  be  wrendii 
(trendy)  for  modern  Japa- 
nese to  show  off  imported 
words.  Kenjiro’s  girlfriend, 
for  example,  is  an  OL.  fee 


English  abbreviation  the 
Japanese  have  adopted  for 
office  lady.  They  even  write 
OL  an  their  passport  forms. 

She  uses  a waapuro 
(word  processor)  in  her  job 
at  a shinku  tanku  (think 
tank)  associated  with  a big 
hank,  where  she  works 
with  sararlmen  (salary- 
menjlike  Kenjiro.  She 
sometimes  complains  of 
sekuhara  (sexual  harass- 
ment) on  her  way  to  work. 

Cynics  say  that  by  the 
time  fee  Japanese  have  gut 
their  tongues  round  the 
words  it  is  often  impossible 
to  recognise  their  English 
roots. 

A special  art-form  Is  the 
abbreviated  portmanteau 
word  put  together  from 
Japanese  and  English.  Who 
would  have  guessed  that 
karaoke  originally  comes 
from  kora,  fee  Japanese  for 
empty,  and  oke,  short  for 
orchestra. 

Sport,  fashion,  cooking 
and  cosmetics  have  bor- 
rowed freely  from  abroad. 
Football  commentators  will 
often  yell  naisu  shotto 
when  someone  scores. 


Derek  Brown  in  Jemsatam 

ISRAEL'S  latest  ban  an  fee 
entry  af  Palestinians  from 
the  West  Bank  and  the  Gaza 
Strip  has  increased  the  rids  of 
confrontation  in  Jerusalem  as 
Muslims  prepare  for  the  cli- 
max of  fee  testing  month  of 

Ramadan. 

Thousands  of  devout  Mus- 
lims had  been  expected  to 
gather  in  the  city  this  week  to 
pray  in  the  al-Aqsa  mosque. 
Most  are  now  barred.  ■ j 
The  closure  of  Israel's  bor- 
ders comes  at  the  most  sensi- 
tive time  of  fee  year.  Tomor- 
row night  Muslims  mart; 
Leila th  al-Qadr,  the  27th  day 
of  Ramadan,  on  which  the 
prophet  Mohammed  received 
from  heaven  the  first  words  of 
the  Koran. 

The  following  day  is  the 
last  and  by  tradition  the  most 
sacred,  Friday  in  Ramadan. 
Saturday  sees  the  start  of  the 
great  feast  of  Eld  al-Ffrr, 
marking  the  end  of  the  fosL 
Israel  imposed  the  closure 
— the  latest  af  a series  in- 
recent  years — in  response  to 
intelligence  reports  that  mili- 


tant Islamists  could  be  plan- 
Ring  an  attack.  - 
The  prime  minister.  Shi- 
mon Peres,  told  the  army 
radio  statiem  that  there  was 
Information  that  an  attack 
was  imminent,  “particularity 
at  the  end  cf  40  days  since  the 
flnkhtng1  off  of  the  Engineer”. 

The  Engineer,  the  namrde- 
. guerre  of  Yahya  Ayyash  — 

fee  master  hnrnhm.nkar  of  the 

main  Islamist  movement, 
Hamas,  who  was  assassinated 
in  the  Gaza  Strip  by  Israeli 
agents  on  January  5.  The  tra- 
ditional, mourning  period  for 
Muslims  lasts  40  days. 

Hamas  has  vowed  to  avenge 
the  murder  of  Ayyash,  whom 
Israel  holds  responsible  for  a 
spate  of  suicide  bombings. 

Palestinians  are  seething 
with  anger  at  the  latest  blow 
to  their  livelihoods  and  reli- 
gious observance. 

“these  measures  are  com: 
pletely  unjustified,"  said  a 
senior  officer  in  the  Palestin- 
ian autonomous  authority. 

Other  officials  predicted 
that  Israel  would  impose  fur- 
ther security  restrictions  in 
the  ruB-np  to  the  election,  ex- 
pected on  May  28-or  June  4. 
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In  freezing  temperatures,  relatives  of  fee  20  people 
trapped  in  a collapsed  road  tunnel  in  northern  Japan 
watch  rescuers  make  their  third  attempt  to  blast  their  wav 
into  it  yesterday.  Another  blast  was  postponed  until  today 


Zaire  troops  seal  camp 

TROOPS  dosed  <gfoe  second-largest  Rwandan  refugee  camp  in 

eastern  Zaire  yesterday  to  hasten  fee  return  borne  of  the  189,000 
peopte  who  have  been  living  there  for  18  months. 
Spacn^tbemselvas  loo  yards  donga  main  road  feat  borders 
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Lagos  air  controllers  strike 

AIRtragBcocaittdlars  at  the  Lagos  airport  staged  a five-hoi 


air  traffic  at  fee  country’s  main  airport. 

The  strikers  said  that  the  chief*  the  national  air  traffic 


because  its  was  2am  and  fee  airport  was  closed. -ARLaeos. 
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WORLD  NEWS  7 


As  the  hero  of  the  right  surges  through  the  primaries,  regular  Republicans  are  beginning  to  talk  of  Alexander 


Humbling 
Dole  gives 
Buchanan 
the  Big  Mo 


In  the  end  the  charismatic  rightwinger  may 
prove  too  extreme  for  the  Republicans,  but 
he  is  writing  their  agenda,  reports 

Jonathan  Freedland  in  Des  Moines 


A EUPHORIC  Pat  Bu- 
chanan stormed  into 
New  Hampshire  yes- 
terday as  the  undis- 
puted champion  of  the  Repub- 
lican right,  fresh  from  his 
triumph  in  humbling  the  par- 
ty's presidential  front-runner 
Bob  Dole  in  his  own  backyard. 

Mr  Buchanan’s  stunning 
second  place  in  Monday's 
Iowa  caucuses,  three  points 
behind  Mr  Dole,  gave  him  a 
mighty  surge  of  momentum 
— the  Big  Mo  in  American 
political  parlance  — towards 
next  Tuesday's  showdown  in 
New  Hampshire. 

"The  victory  is  tremendous, 
ray  friends,"  he  told  ecstatic 
supporters.  “We  are  going  to 
win  this  nomination." 

The  result  left  Mr  Dole  the 
official  winner  but  looking 
deeply  vulnerable.  By  scoring 
just  28  per  cent  in  what  is  all 
but  home  ground  — he  comes 
from  neighbouring  Kansas  — 
the  Senate  majority  leader 
raised  new  fear  about  his  via- 
bility as  the  party’s  chal- 
lenger to  BUI  Clinton  in 
November. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  cause 
of  alarm  in  the  Dale  camp  was 
the  unexpectedly  strong 
showing  of  the  former  gover- 
nor of  Tennessee  Lamar  Alex- 


ander. who  took  third  place 
with  18  per  cent.  That  means 
Mr  Dole  now  faces  challenges 
from  both  left  and  right,  Mr 
Alexander  wooing  Republi- 
can moderates  while  Mr  Bu- 
chanan wins  over  ultra- 
conservatives. 

The  multi-millionaire  pub- 
lisher Steve  Forbes  cancelled 
a day  of  campaigning  in  New 
Hampshire  yesterday  to  hud- 
dle with  advisors  and  draw 
up  a new  strategy.  His  blitz- 
krieg of  negative  television 
advertising  caused  a backlash 
by  Iowa  voters,  who  con- 
founded pollsters  and 
rewarded  him  with  10  per 
cent  and  fourth  place. 

Few  were  ready  to  discount 
him  altogether,  however. 
With  unlimited  Hinds,  he  can 
keep  running  indefinitely  — 
and  New  Hampshire's  history 
ic  allergy  to  taxation  should1 
make  his  call  for  a flat  tax 
appealing  in  that  state.  Polls 
before  the  Iowa  contest 
showed  him  tied  -with  Mr 
Dole  in  New  Hampshire. 

But  yesterday  belonged  to 
Pat  Buchanan.  The  charis- 
matic television  commentator 
and  one-time  Nixon  speechw- 
riter,  who  staged  an  effective 
run  as  a protest  candidate 
against  President  George 


Thumb  signs  in  Iowa  . . . Bob  Dole,  left,  Pat  Buchanan,  above,  and  Lamar  Alexander  greet  their  supporters  as  the 
results  of  the  State  Republican  caucuses  come  in  PHOTOGRAPHS:  Charlie  Nelbef^dVEric  Draper/Deve  Weaver 


Bush  in  1992,  can  now  claim 
to  be  the  true  conservative  in 
the  1996  race.  With  much  less 
money  than  his  rivals,  and 
few  organisational  roots  in 
Iowa,  he  nevertheless  suc- 
ceeded in  uniting  evangelical 
voters  — a mighty  force  hi 
Iowa  — behind  his  anti- 
abortion, anti-gay-rights 
message. 

Until  last  week  the  Chris- 
tian right’s  support  was  split 
between  Mr  Buchanan.  Mr 
Dole  and  Senator  Phil  Gramm 
of  Texas.  But  Mr  Gramm’s  fol- 
lowers deserted  him  after  he 
unexpectedly  lost  to  Mr  Bu- 
chanan in  a mini-caucus  in 
Louisiana,  an  event  staged 
solely  to  create  a Gramm  vic- 


tory. After  his  9 per  cent  poll 
In  Iowa,  Mr  Gramm's  cam- 
paign is  now  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  meltdown.  "Gramm’s 
dead,"  said  one  Republican. 

Mr  Buchanan  was  sup- 
ported by  41  per  cent  of  Chris- 
tian Republicans,  who  ac- 
counted for  nearly  half  the 
Iowa  turnout  They  filed  into 
churches,  barns  and  living 
rooms  throughout  the  state  to 
meet  in  small  groups,  talk 
politics  and  cast  their  vote. 

“We  have  a real  chance  to 
go  back  to  what  America  was, 
to  what  the  founding  fathers 
wanted  it  to  be,”  said  an  im- 
passioned Larry  Smith  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Des  Moines  66 
precinct 


He  told  a room  foil  of  his 
neighbours  that  be  was  back- 
ing Mr  Buchanan  because  “be 
is  a moral  man". 

But  the  rightwing  firebrand 
appeals  to  more  than  Chris- 
tian fundamentalists.  He 
touches  a nerve  in  blue-collar 
audiences/ drawn  by  his 
promise  to  stand  up  for  “the 
little  guy”  against  “the  fat- 
cats  on  Wall  Street”  who  ship 
American  jobs  abroad  in  pur- 
suit of  cheaper  wages. 

His  success  in  Iowa  is  all 
the  more  remarkable  in  that 
his  protectionist  message  was 
thought  likely  to  alienate  the 
state's  farmers,  who  depend 
cm  exports.  But  exit  polls 
showed  that  poorer  voters 


were  with  him,  Mr  Buchanan 
says  that  only  he  can  forge  a 
winning  coalition  of  religious 
conservatives  and  so-called 
Reagan  Democrats  — the 
lower-income  voters  recruited 
by  Ronald  Reagan  in  the  1980s. 

The  conventional  wisdom 
is  that  he  is  so  extreme  he  is 
unelectable,  and  that  the 
Republican  Party  will  never 
let  him  win  its  nomination. 
But  as  he  keeps  winning,  his 
muscle  expands  daily.  Even  if 
he  is  ultimately  thwarted,  he 
can  threaten  to  drain  blood 
from  the  Dole  campaign,  ex- 
pose the  rifts  in  the  party,  and 
dictate  the  terms  for  the  en- 
tire coming  debate.  After  all, 
he  has  already  started. 


ABC  may  spell 
victory  for  Lamar 


Jonathan  Freedland 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa 


BOB  DOLE  won,  a fire- 
and-brimstone  right- 
winger called  Pat 
came  second  and  in  third 
place  was  an  affable  chap 
who  few  believed  could 
make  it  to  the  White  House. 

That  was  the  outcome  of 
the  Iowa  caucuses  — in 
1988.  With  an  uncanny 
sense  of  d&&  vu,  it  was  also 
the  result  on  Monday  night. 
Except  this  time  the  far- 
right  candidate  was  not  te- 
levangelist Pat  Robertson 
but  Pat  Bnchanan.  and  the 
number  three  spot  went  not 
to  Vice-President  George 
Bush,  but  the  former  gover- 
nor of  Tennessee.  Lamar 
Alexander. 

The  parallel  is  encourag- 
ing for  Mr  Alexander,  not 
least  because  Mr  Bush  went 
on  to  win  the  Republican 
nomination  and  the  presi- 
dency. Mr  Alexander  be- 
lieves this  is  the  break- 
through be  has  been 
waiting  for,  the  cue  to  walk 
on  to  a national  stage  so  far 
hogged  by  Mr  Dole,  Mr  Bu- 
chanan and  multi-million- 
aire Steve  Forbes. 

The  candidate  is  elated, 
claiming  that  the  18  per 
cent  he  culled  in  Iowa 
proves  there  is  a constitu- 
ency for  a moderate  Repub- 
lican who  isn’t  Bob  Dole. 

“Thank  you  Iowa,  on  to 
New  Hampshire  — Let  the 
future  begin,”  he  told  a 
cheering  crowd  of  support- 
ers, most  of  them  wearing 
the  red-and-black  checked 
Shirt  that  is  the  Lamar 
trademark,  visual  short- 
hand for  man-of-th  e-people. 

Now  be  will  slug  it  out 
with  Mr  Dole  for  the  right 
to  represent  what  Alexan- 
der aides  call  Regular 
Republicans,  the  75  per 
cent  of  the  party  not 
aligned  with  the  Christian 
Coalition. 

“Pat  Buchanan  scares  the 
hell  out  of  them,”  says  the 
Alexander  campaign  chair- 
man, Mike  Murphy.  These 


Regular  Republicans  want 
an  alternative,  but  are  un- 
happy with  Mr  Dole,  be- 
cause he  is  too  old  and  too 
much  of  an  insider  — a 
“wounded  dinosaur”,  ac- 
cording to  Mr  Murphy. 

Enter  Lamar  Alexander, 
whose  chief  boast  is  his 
elec  lability.  On  stage  with 
him  at  every  campaign  stop 
are  three,  outslzed  building 
blocks  with  the  letters.  A, 
B,  C:  ‘’Alexander  Beats 
Clinton.” 

The  Clinton  White  House 
certainly  fears  him,  per- 
haps more  than  any  other 
candidate.  As  a former 
southern  governor,  be 
matches  the  president  but 
can  also  make  the  coveted 
boast  of  being  a political 
“outsider”.  His  message  of 
devolving  power  out  from 
Washington  to  the  SO  states 
is  in  tune  with  the  current 
US  mood,  and  yet  he  is  not 
too  associated  with  the  ex- 
cesses of  Newt  Gingrich's 
so-called  Republican  Revo- 
lution on  Capitol  Hill. 

The  Alexander  victory 
scenario  envisages  a 
wounded  Bob  Dole  taking 
further  hits  from  a surging 
Pat  Buchanan.  A few  more 
lowa-style  weak  showings 
would  prompt  a switch  of 
moderates  away  from  Mr 
Dole,  forcing  hi™  out  of  tbe 
race  by  March.  That  would 
leave  a straight  fight  be- 
tween Mr  Alexander  and  an . 
unelectable  Mr  Buchanan, 
and  the  nomination  would 
be  within  reach. 

But  there  are  pitfalls 
ahead.  Moderates  are  not 
as  strong  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Mr  Alexander’s 
Mr  Nice  Guy  image  could 
soon  crumble  as  the  US 
media  prepares  to  take  its 
first  hard  look  at  the  candi- 
date over  the  coming  days. 
So  for  they  have  given  him 
a free  ride. 

The  chief  problem  could 
be  Lamar  Alexander  him- 
self! He  is  charming  and 
presentable,  bat  hardly  an 
inspirational  leader.  Mind 
you,  nor  was  George  Bush. 
And  he  won. 


French  army  to 
be  cut  by  half 


Paul  Webster  In  Paris 


THE  French  army  is  to 
be  almost  halved  under 
a plan  which  President 
Jacques  Chirac  will  outline  to 
his  defence  council  next 
week.  His  military  planners 
have  recommended  scrapping 
the  main  French  input  to  the 
Eurocorps  and  sharply  reduc- 
ing the  military  presence  in 
Africa. 

The  council  will  meet  on 
Wednesday  to  discuss  dis- 
banding more  than  100  regi- 
ments at  home  and  abroad, 
including  the  14  which  make 
up  tiie  first  armoured  div- 
ision, France’s  contribution 
to  the  Eurocorps.  The  21. 009- 
strong  contingent's  with- 
drawal from  Germany  could 
lead  to  the  unit  being  dis- 
banded, despue  promises  that 
it  would  be  the  foundation  of 
joint  European  defence 

policy. 

Only  about  80  regiments 
are  expected  to  survive  the 
cuts,  which  will  be  outlined  to 
parliament  next  month  for  de- 
bate in  June.  The  total 
strength  could  be  reduced 
from  *240.000  men  and  women 
to  130.000-  The  timetable  has 
yet  to  be  revealed. 

Since  the  Gaullist  party 
draws  much  of  its  traditional 
electorate  from  the  army,  the 
reforms  are  certain  to  cause 
an  uproar  and  split  rightwing 

parties.  With  only  two  year* 
before  flic  general  election  is 
due,  the  political  risks  will  be 
increased  by  proposals  to 
close  up  to  150  barracks, 
many  of  them  in  towns  where 
tiie  army  provides  most  of  the 
jobs  and  supports  local 
business. 

The  effect  would  be  felt 
most  in  eastern  and  southern 
prance,  two  of  the  worst  areas 
of  unemployment 
Jobs  are  already  threatened 
by  proposals  to  reduce  orders 
for  armaments  and  naval 
equipment. 

The  reforms  presage  a tun- 
d amenta!  change  in  national 
thinking  in  preparation  for 
an  all-professional  army.  A 
reduction  in  its  strength 
would  mark  the  end  of  con- 


scription, created  after  the 
Revolution  and  maintained  as 
an  essential  factor  in  social 
cohesion. 

All  young  Frenchmen  are 
supposed  to  serve  nearly  a 
year  in  the  army.  Now  mili- 
tary service  is  expected  to  be 
replaced  by  a shorter  civilian 
version  for  both  men  and 
women. 

Previous  attempts  to  estab- 
lish an  all-volunteer  force 
were  frustrated . by  the  fear 
that  career  soldiers  are  a po- 
litical threat  a fear  rein- 
forced by  the  revolt  by  senior 
officers  opposed  to  Algerian 
independence  and  career  offi- 
cers' involvement  in  the  OAS 
secret  army  which  tried  to 
kill  Charles  de  Gaulle. 

But  a review  of  the  army’s 
role  and  a reduction  in  mili- 
tary spending  have  been  inev- 
itable since  the  end  of  the  cold 
war.  France  needs  to.  create  a 
force  capable  of  meeting  the 
high-technology  era  and  en- 
gaging inpeace-enforcing  mis- 
sions like  Bosnia. 

The  defence  minister, 
Charles  Millon.  said  the  new 
model  army  would  be  built 
around  a strategy  erf  interven- 
tion outside  France,  creating 
what  he  called  "our  new  line 
of  defence”.  The  proposed 
withdrawal  of  troops  from 
Germany  and  Africa  ap- 
peared to  contradict  this  ap- 
proach, which  is  unlikely  to 
become  clear  until  Mr  Chirac 
explains  the  new  strategy. 

Except  for  a few  staff  offi- 
cers linked  to  the  Eurocorps. 
In  which  Germany,  Spain  and 

Belgium  participate.-  all 
French  troops  in  Germany 
will  be  withdrawn.  Accordii^ 
to  military  planners,  disband- 
ing the  Eurocorps  is  already 
under  study,  but  no  decision 
could  be  taken  without  con- 
sulting European  partners. 

About  33,000  French  troops 
are  based  in  Africa  and  the 
French  Indian  Ocean,  Carib- 
bean and  Polynesian  territo- 
ries. Despite  recent  denials 
that  African  bases  will  be 
closed,  the  reforms  are  based 
on  maintaining  only  token 
missions  In  Senegal,  the  Cen- 
tral African  Republic  arid 
Djibouti. 


Russian  airfield  plays  willing  host  to  former  enemies 


David  Fairhal!  in  Savostleyka  reports  on 
an  arms  inspection  in  a new  era  of  trust 


THE  54th  fighter  aviation 
regiment  had  only  six 
hours'  notice  yesterday 
that  its  airfield.  In  a frozen 
forest  200  miles  east  of  Mos- 
cow. was  required  for  the  first 
time  to  host  a team  of  British 
arms  control  inspectors. 

Like  all  proper  military  oc- 
casions. this  one  began  with 
the  briefing,  at  which  the 
Russian  base  Himmanriw  for- 
mally acknowledged  the  exis- 
tence of  site  0149,  declared 
with  its  aircraft  under  the 
1990  Conventional  Forces  in 
Europe  (CFE)  treaty  at  a pre- 
cise latitude  and  longitude. 
Maps  were  compared,  delega- 
tions introduced. 

* Then  out  on  to  the  snow- 
covered  runway,  where  the 


British  team's  second-in-com- 
mand, Major  Margaret 
Roberts  — flanked  by  fur-hat- 
ted escort  officers  — pro- 
cessed down  a line  of  SU-Z7 
air  defence  fighters  to  take 
her  inventory. 

More  than  50.000  aircraft, 
armoured  vehicles  and  guns 
have  been  destroyed  by  Nato 
and  the  former  Warsaw  Pact 
since  the  epoch-making  treaty 
came  into  force.  The  residual 
armouries  are  now  being  me- 
ticulously checked. 

Russia’s  overall  numerical 
compliance  is  not  in  doubt 
though  there  is  diplomatic  ar- 
gument about  its  refusal  to 
remove  sufficient  forces  from 
the  Caucasus  — at  least  until 
tbe  Chechen  crisis  Is  over. 


Maj  Roberts  had  come  to 
make  doubly  sure,  recording 
not  just  the  symbols  painted 
on  the  SU-27s’  tail  fins,  but 
even  the  serial  number 
riveted  inside  the  wheel  bays. 

And  since  this  is  the  first 
time  Moscow  has  allowed  the 
media  to  cover  such  an  In- 
spection, she  also  had  to  fend 
off  questions  from  a Sky  tele- 
vision reporter  about 
whether  the  Russians  took 
her  seriously  even  though  she 
was  a woman. 

If  they  did  not,  the  fur  hats 
showed  no  sign  of  it  Every 
protocol  was  observed.  The 
hospitality  was  elaborate  and 
friendly. 

Base  commander  Major- 
General  Gennady  Mukhame- 
dyarov,  a veteran  of  the  for- 
mer Soviet  air  forces  in  East 
Germany,  said  it  was  Impor- 
tant to  show  that  all  the  de- 
clared information  was  cor 


TV  imports  battle  looms 


Stephen  Bates 
in  Strasbourg 


A CLASH  over  the  num- 
ber of  imports  of  Ameri- 
can television  pro- 
grammes allowed  into  Europe 
is  likely  to  pit  the  European 
Parliament  against  member 
governments 'today.  MEPs 
are  to  vote  on  imposing  much 
tighter  controls  across  a 
range  of  media  to  protect 
European  culture  and 
broadcasters. 

The  move  is  spearheaded 
by  an  alliance  including  Brit- 
ish Labour  MEPs  and  is  sup- 
ported.by  film  trade  unions 
and  writers'  organisations.  If 
successful,  it  would  bring  the 
parliament  into  conflict  with 
both  the  European  Commis- 
sion and  the  Council  of  Minis- 
ters. which  regard  quotas  as 
impractical  and  counter- 
productive. 

France  is  pressing  ahead 
with  quotas  restricting 
English  language  songs  on 
radio  stations,  despite  pro- 
tests from  disc  jockeys,  but 
other  member  states  say  they 
will  not  accept  any  attempt  by 


the  parliament  to  impose  quo- 
tas on  domestic  channels. 

Attempts  by  the  French  to 
stiffen  quotas  to  preserve 
European  — and  specifically 
their  own  — culture  were 
headed  off  by  governments 
led  by  Britain  and  Germany 
last  year.  . . 

Film  and  television  associa- 
tions have  warned  MEPs  of  a 
consumer  backlash  if  there  is 
any  attempt  to  restrict  what 
the  public  can  watch  and  of 
dire  problems  for  the  growing 
audio-visual  sector.  The  In- 
dustry says  restrictions 
would  be  impossible  to 
enforce; 

There  have  even  been  grave 
warnings  that  tbe  British  pre- 
dilection for  imported  televi- 
sion soaps  such  as  the  Austra- 
lian-produced Neighbours 
could  be  put  at  risk,  although 
In  fact  the  BBC  and  ITV  al- 
ready meet  the  guidelines 
proposed  by  the  parliament 

Carole  Tongue,  the  Labour 
MEF  for  London  East  and  the 
party's  media  spokesperson, 
said:  “This  is  about  ensuring 
Britain  benefits  from  an  ex- 
pending television  industry. 
We  want  television  pro- 


grammes like  Eastenders. 
Spender  and  Pride  and  Preju- 
dice, which  mirror  our  cul- 
ture and  identity,  as  well  as 
our  favourite  US  imports.  It 
■ will  be  good  news  for  jobs, 
business  and  British  creative 
talent” 

The  proposers  of  the  mea- 
sures argue  that  there  is  a def- 
icit estimated  at  $3.7  billion  a 
year  between  European  and 
US  film  and  television  im- 
ports. Eighty  per  cent  of  films 
shown  in  Europe  are  US- 
made. 

The  proposals  would  en- 
force a 51  per  cent  minimum 
quota  of  European-produced 
material  on  all  television 
channels  and  the  global  com- 
puter network. 

Opponents  of  quotas  argue 
that  restrictions  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  enforce  on  satellite 
broadcasters. 

Soune  Wade,  secretary  gen- 
eral of  the  Association  of 
Commercial  Television  in 
Europe,  said:  “This  is  a 
totally  outdated  response. 
Protectionism  will  not 
resolve  the  issue." 

Tory  MEPs  are  to  vote 
against  the  proposals. 


rect  It  was  a matter  of  trust 
he  said,  now  that  former  ene- 
mies had  become  more  like 
colleagues. 

While  Maj  Roberts  was 
counting  aircraft  on  the  run- 
way. her  boss.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Henk  de  Jager, 
toured  the  rest  of  the  base 


‘We  don’t  expect 
to  find  anything 
wrong.  We’re  just 
being  consistent* 


poking  into  any  building  that 
looked  Interesting. 

Under  the  CFE  treaty,  in- 
spectors are  entitled  to  open 
any  door  that  measures  more 
than  2 metres.  That  included 
the  doors  of  the  pig  form 


News  in  brief 


where  the  Russians  rear  their 
own  pork. 

‘It’s  not  that  we  expect  to 
find  anything  wrong,”  Col  de 
Jager  explained.  “It's  a mat- 
ter of  exercising  our  rights 
and  being  consistent  — other- 
wise, when  you  come  back  in 
three  years'  time,  they'll  say: 
Why  are  you  so  suspicious?” 

Savostleyka  is  a self-con- 
tained community,  rather 
like  a big  United  States  base 
in  Britain,  but  the  country- 
side here  is  forested  and  alive 
with  elk,  wild  boar  and  the 
occasional  wolf  — or  so  the 
Russians  say. 

In  addition  to  the  54th  regi- 
ment it  bouses  a flight  train- 
ing centre  teaching  pilots  to 
fly  the  SU-27,  the  most  power- 
ful Russian  fighter  aircraft, 
which  has  just  been  sold  to 
China  for  licensed  production 
there. 

The  British  team  flew  in 


from  Scampton  in  Lincoln- 
shire, where  a tri-service 
arms-control  group  is  respon- 
sible for  mounting  inspec- 
tions and  hosting  similar 
short-notice  visits  from  other 
CFE  treaty  signatories.  On 
this  trip  there  are  also  guest 
inspectors  from  France  and 
Norway. 

Under  the  treaty  rules,  the 
Russians  had  no  Idea  which 
site  would  be  chosen  until  the 
Scampton  team  landed  at 
Moscow  airport 

Unlike  some  of  the  early 
American  inspectors,  Col  de 
Jager  did  not  insist  on  every 
letter  of  tiie  law.  “We’re  doing 
more  than  count  equipment” 
he  said.  “We’re  trying  to 
build  a relationship.” 

As  it  happens,  the  symbol  of 
the  Savostleyka  base  is 
George  and  the  Dragon, 
which  It  shares  with  Moscow 
and  England. 


Libya  firm  on 
Lockerbie 

Libya's  General  People’s  Con- 
gress reiterated  yesterday 
that  Tripoli  would  not  hand 
over  two  of  Its  citizens 
wanted  In  the  West  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Lockerbie  bomb- 
ing which  killed  270  people. 

The  congress,  formally  Lib- 
ya's top  decision-making  body, 
urged  states  to  ignore  United 
Nations  sanctions  imposed 
for  Libya's  refusal  to  hand 
over  the  suspects.  — Reuter. 

Havel  surgery 

The  Czech  president,  Vaclav 
Havel  underwent  urgent  sur- 
gery yesterday  after  a polyp 
in  his  mouth  started  bleeding, 
Czech  news  agency  CTK 
said.  — Reuter. 

Army  avarice 

Zimbabwe's  army  command- 
er admitted  yesterday  that 
President  Robert  Mugabe  per- 
mitted him  to  buy  forms, 
shops  and  a hotel  despite 
rules  barring  public  officials 
from  becoming  rich.  General 
Solomon . Mujuru,  testifying 
in  bis  defamation  trial 
against  a tnagaripa  that  bad 


reported  on  his  businesses, 
also  said  he  was  so  angered 
by  the  magazine  that  he 
wanted  to  shoot  dead  Its  white 
journalists.  — AP. 

Karen  peace  move 

The  last  big  ethnic  rebel 
group  resisting  control  by 
Burma's  military  dictatorship 
plans  to  hold  peace  talks 
today  in  Rangoon.  — AP. 

Polish  coal  strike 

Miners  at  about  a third  of  Po- 
land's coalmines  stopped  coal 
deliveries  yesterday,  stepping 
up  a two- week-long  pay  pro- 


test a Solidarity  trade  union 
spokesman  said.  — Reuter.  * 

Mexico  pact  near 

Mexican  nffteiais  and  Zapa- 
tista rebels  yesterday 
restarted  peace  talks  expected 
to  produce  the  first  formal  ac- 
cord since  the  uprising  in 
southern  state  of  Chiapas  two 
years  ago. — Reuter. 

Fela  freed 

Nigerian  Afro-beat  superstar 
Fela  Amkulapo-Ruti  has  been 
freed  from  detention  after  his 
arrest  last  week  for  being  in- 
volved with  drugs. — Reuter. 


Their  argument  seems  to  be 
that  royalty  Is  simultaneously 
too  important  and  too  utterly 
trifling  to  be  subjected  to  the 
usual  processes  of  political 
debate  or  democratic  agitation. 
Francis  Wheen 
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Reaping  division  in  Iowa 

Dole's  poor  result  leaves  the  field  wide  open 


BOB  DOLE'S  conservative  common- 
sense  has  been  knocked  silly  in  the 
Iowa  primary  where  the  result  upset  all 
predictions  except  that  he  would  do  less 
well  than  last  time.  Mr  Dole  must  have 
thought  be  was  safe  pitching  for  28  per 
cent  of  the  vote  — nearly  10  per  cent 
less  than  his  score  in  the  same  primary 
in  1988  _ yet  he  still  undershot  the 
mark.  The  reputation  of  being  a con- 
summate Washington  insider  does  not 
necessarily  strike  the  most  enthusiastic 
chord  with  the  country  folk  of  the  Mid- 
west Mr  Dole  should  have  had  a big 
advantage  as  the  former’s  friend  from 
neighbouring  Kansas.  But  bis  cam- 
paign contributions  come  Gram  a clutch 
of  affluent  families  whose  agribusi- 
nesses threaten  the  smaller  producer. 
His  reputation  as  the  darling  of  the 
Fortune  500  may  not  have  gone  down 
too  well  either  — he  may  do  better  in  a 
more  urbane  New  Hampshire. 

. In  the  end  Mr  Dole  was  less  a victim 
of  form  politics  than  of  the  whirlwind  of 
outraged  conservative  opinion  which 
blows  strong  every  four  years.  This 
time  the  pollsters  had  been  suckered  by 
the  secular  appeal  of  Steve  Forbes  — 
and  over-impressed  by  the  sheer  weight 
of  his  bankroll.  Instead  it  was  that  old 
friend  the  Religious  Right,  both  wooed 
and  feared  by  all  vote-seeking  Republi- 
cans, which  tilted  the  odds  for  second 
place  towards  Pat  Buchanan.  Mr  Bu- 
chanan  appealed  to  a broad  church, 
(though  the  adjective  may  jar  in  this 
fundamentalist  context)  of  anti-abor- 
tionists, anti-internationalists,  and 
those  who  are  anti-anyfhing  from  US 
intervention  in  Bosnia  to  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement  But 
significantly  he  also  captured  the  ma- 
jority of  voters  with  family  incomes 
under  $30,000  a year,  mobilising  the 
“economic”  as  well  as  the  “social” 
conservatives.  He  moves  on  now  to  New 
Hampshire  short  of  funds  but  knowing 
that  in  1992  he  won  the  support  of  37  per 


cent  of  Republicans  when  he  challenged 
George  Bush.  His  success  in  Iowa  might 
rekindle  some  of  that  support  His 
rocket  is  still  likely  to  fall  to  the  ground 
unless  he  can  diversify  his  appeal  to 
attract  mainstream  Republicans  but  he 
will  be  putting  up  an  impressive  dis- 
play first 

A fiery  come-back  by  Mr  Forbes  can- 
not be  excluded  either  in  New  Hamp- 
shire which  may  be  more  fertile  ground 
for  his  upper  income  economic  mes- 
sage. Flat  taxes  sounds  real  nice,  like 
never  getting  middle  aged  and  having 
the  snow  cleared  quickly  and  not  being 
bossed  by  Washington.  But  he  will  find 
it  even  harder  than  Mr  Buchanan  to 
broaden  his  appeal.  He  is  also  a less 
effective  communicator  who  lost  signif- 
icant votes  in  the  final  days  of  Iowa  by 
crying  foul,  having  delivered  a good  few 
underhand  blows  himself.  TO  be  fair  to 
Mr  Forbes,  he  has  spent  no  more  than 
the  well-bankered  Mr  Dole  — but  he  has 
embarrassingly  little  to  show  for  it 

The  “outsider”  Lamar  Alexander 
seemed  yesterday  to  have  most  to  show 
by  coming  third.  Mr  Alexander  had 
raised  his  profile  after  a slow  start  in 
which  his  low-key  populism  threatened 
to  sink  the  campaign  before  it  began. 
He  is  less  afraid  than  Mr  Buchanan  or 
Mr  Forbes  of  articulating  ideas,  and  his 
appeal  to  the  middle  ground  of  Republi- 
canism may  be  more  threatening  in  the 
long  run  to  Mr  Dole.  Those  who  op- 
posed an  anti-abortion  platform  appear 
to  have  chosen  more  or  less  equally 
between  the  two.  Mr  Alexander  also 
scored  strongly  as  a candidate  who 
could  be  regarded  as  capable  of  defeat- 
ing Bill  Clinton.  That  remains  in  doubt 
— for  all  the  contestants  who  are  still 
seriously  in  the  ring.  Mr  Clinton,  easily 
written  off  a year  ago,  must  contem- 
plate the  divided  vote  in  Iowa  with 
satisfaction.  But  in  the  crazy  world  of 
US  presidential  politics  he  should  still 
avoid  complacency. 


Lights  and  cameras.  More  action! 

Britain’s  film  industry  would  do  even  better  with  financial  help 


BRITAIN’S  film  industry  appears  to  be 
enjoying  a mini-renaissance  while  still 
being  deprived  of  the  government  sup- 
port deemed  essential  for  survival  The 
latest  proposal  is  a £225  million  film 
and  TV  theme  park  on  a 150  acre  site  in 
west  London  to  include  the  first  func- 
tioning film  studio  built  in  Britain 
since  1945.  Pinewood  is  operating  flat 
out,  Shepperton  is  being  renovated  and 
Third  Millennium  Studios  is  to  develop 
an  old  aerodrome  in  Hertfordshire  into 
a new  production  complex.  You  don’t 
have  to  be  too  imaginative  to  wonder 
whether  these  developments  — all  quite 
near  each  other  geographically  — will 
one  day  grow  into  a cluster  of  excel- 
lence in  the  way  that  production  of 
Formula  One  cars  has. 

For  some  years  Britain  has  had  most 
of  the  raw  materials  for  a successful 
film  industry  without  any  sign  of  it  all 
coming  together.  We  have  some  of  the 
world’s  best  directors,  producers,  ac- 
tors. actresses  and  technicians  who  reg- 
ularly get  Oscar  nominations,  yet  most 
of  them  have  to  seek  employment 
abroad  because  no  one  has  found  a way 
to  establish  a strong  indigenous  base  to 
exploit  their  talents.  We  also  have  inno- 
vative television  companies  making 
films  (the  BBC  and  Channel  4)  and  a 
highly  acclaimed  National  Film  and 
Television  School  constantly  on  the 
edge  of  a financial  precipice.  Recently 
there  has  been  a bit  of  a buzz  in  the  air 
as  American  companies  have  increased 
the  number  of  films  they  make  in 
Britain,  attracted  by  the  skills  here,  the 


exchange  rate,  the  level  of  wages  and 
the  scent  of  an  indigenous  film  revival 
If  the  Government  takes  this  as  proof 
that  non-intervention  works  then  it  will 
be  making  a serious  mistake,  just  as  it 
did  when  it  pulled  the  rug  from  British 
participation  in  Eurimages,  the  only 
pan-European  production  company. 
The  expansion  of  US  film-making  here 
is  entirely  welcome.  It  will  create  em- 
ployment and  dissuade  many  talented 
film  technicians  from  going  abroad.  But 
it  won't  solve  the  fundamental  problem 
that  we  don't  seem  able  to  finance  our 
own  films  let  alone  secure  national 
distribution  for  them  when  we  do.  What 
the  UK  film  industry  needs,  which 
other  countries  like  Ireland  already 
offer,  is  financial  assistance.  This  need 
only  be  in  the  form  of  repayable  loans 
at  low  rates  of  interest  — to  enable 
production  companies  to  fund  their 
risks  for  periods  of  up  to  four  years 
before  a plan  becomes  a film  ready  for 
distribution.  The  availability  of  £70  to 
£80  million  of  lottery  money  over  the 
next  five  years  will  certainly  help,  but 
it  is  not  enough  on  its  own  to  solve  the 
problem.  Indeed,  the  availability  of  lot- 
tery money  undermines  the  very  prin- 
ciple the  Government  holds  so  dear  — 
that  the  film  industry  should  rely  solely 
on  market  forces  for  its  survival.  There 
is  no  reason  why  Britain  should  not 
become  a serious  world  force  in  film- 
making.  If  the  industry  can  achieve  all 
this  without  government  support,  think 
what  might  happen  if  Whitehall 
changed  its  tune. 


Securing  the  security  guards 

Private  firms  need  to  be  licensed  and  made  accountable 


SO  just  who  is  being  the  villain's 
friend?  Police  estimates  suggest  up  to 
2,600  crimes  a year  are  being  committed 
by  employees  of  private  security  firms. 
The  industry  operates  a system  of  self- 
regulation but  a large  number  of  the 
small  cowboy  operations  have  refused 
to  join  the  two  trade  organisations 
which  run  the  Inspections.  The  Associ- 
ation of  Chief  Police  Officers  has  pro- 
duced nine  case  studies  of  the  abuse 
that  can  occur,  ranging  from  the  em- 
ployment of  a murderer  who  had  es- 
caped from  prison  to  theft  by  a private 
security  guard  in  a judges'  chamber. 
The  police  have  shown  the  high  level  of 
people  with  criminal  backgrounds  em- 
ployed by  some  companies:  one  with  26 
employees  involved  12  with  previous 
convictions  totalling  74  offences.  Even 
some  respectable  companies,  as  our 
environment  editor  John  Vidal  demon- 
strated when  he  joined  the  security 
firm  policing  the  Newbury  bypass  dem- 


onstrations, have  a lax  recruitment  pol- 
icy. His  references  were  not  taken  up 
before  he  started  work.  The  police  and 
major  private  security  firms  have 
called  for  statutory  regulation  of  the 
industry.  So  has  the  Conservative-con- 
trolled  select  committee  on  home  af- 
fairs. Both  Labour  and  the  Liberal  Dem- 
ocrats have  endorsed  the  idea.  The 
main  people  resisting  now  are  minis- 
ters — particularly  Mr  Michael  Hesel- 
tine,  the  man  who  accused  Labour  of 
being  “on  the  side  of  the  villain”. 

Whafs  going  on?  Dogma.  Ministers 
have  become  so  obsessed  by  deregula- 
tion that  even  law  *n’  order  issues  have 
to  bow  to  the  anti  red-tape  doctrine.  It 
was  heard  at  its  worst  by  Francis  Maud, 
a Heseltlne  junior,  who  denied  the  need 
for  a licensing  system  and  poured  scorn 
on  the  police  for  wanting  one  yesterday. 
Private  security  firms  now  employ 
more  people  than  the  police.  It  is  time 
they  were  made  accountable. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


An  1 ,800-page  missile 


Twy.  imminent  publica- 
tion of  the  Scott  report 
promises  to  be  a debacle 
of  the  highest  order  (White- 
hall builds  Scott  fallout  shel- 
ter. February  8).  Already,  Sir 
Geoffrey  Howe  and  Douglas 
Hurd  have  been  on  TV  rub- 
bishing it.  In  the  same  way 
that  the  Mitchell  report  into 
the  Northern  Ireland  peace 
process  was  neatly  consigned 
to  history  when  it  appeared  to 
challenge  the  Government, 
the  findings  of  another  body 
set  up  by  the  Government  is 
being  devalued. 

David  Wells. 

67  Marlborough  Way. 
BlUericay. 

Essex  CM12  0YJ. 

ROBIN  COOK’S  outrage 
over  arms  sales  to  Iraq  is 
synthetic.  The  political  cul- 
ture which  made  the  scandal 
possible  was  not  challenged  at 
the  time  by  the  Labour  Party 
front  bench. 

In  1989,  British  Aerospace 
was  one  of  13  British  firms 
which  exhibited  at  an  Inter- 
national arnjs  fair  in*  Bagh- 
dad. Iraq  then  started  negoti- 
ating for  the  purchase  of  50 
Hawk  aircraft,  capable  of 


dropping  chemical  weapons 
and  worth  about  £300  million. 

The  Campaign  Against 
Arms  Trade  led  public  oppos- 
ition to  the  sale.  The  Shadow 
ministers  remained  silent, 
their  lips  sealed  by  Neil  Kin- 
nock's  embargo  on  any  state- 
ment on  defence  policy 
following  the  election  defeat 
of  1987.  Finally,  when  it  was 
dear  that  opposition  to  the 
sale  would  be  successful,  the 
Labour  front-bench  foreign- 
affairs  team  lent  their  sup- 
port A few  days  later,  the 
Government  said  that  no  ex- 
port licence  would  be  granted. 

If  Robin  Cook  means  what 
he  says,  let  him  give  an  un- 
equivocal guarantee  that  a 
future  Labour  government 
would  discontinue  all  sales  of 
military  equipment  to  an- 
other murderous  dictates:.  Su- 
harto of  Indonesia. 

Graham  Davey. 

29  Norton  Road, 

Bristol  BS4  2EZ. 

WILL  the  Government 
now  release  the 
National  Audit  Office  report 
into  the  massive  AI  Yamamah 
arms  deal?  If  not.  why  not? 
Will  the  Government  now 


end  the  massive  subsidy  sup- 
porting the  arms-export 
trade?  This  Is  mainly  through 
the  Defence  Export  Services 
Organisation  and  the  Export 
Credit  Guarantee  Depart- 
ment. It  is  believed  the  arms 
trade  benefits  to  the  extent  of 
£1  billion  each  year  at  the  tax- 
payers' expense. 

Alan  Staley. 

1 St  Ann's  Court, 

Nizells  Avenue,  Hove. 

East  Sussex  BN3 1PR. 

PERHAPS  the  Govern- 
ment’s behaviour  con- 
cerning the  evidence  in  the 
Scott  report  signals  a change 
in  the  law?  For  if  the  accused 
can  see  the  evidence  against 
them  a week  before  their  op- 
ponents. then  should  the  Gov- 
ernment not  be  legislating  for 
a similar  procedure  in  the 
courts  — giving  the  accused  a 
week  to  study  the  case  against 
them,  while  withholding  that 
evidence  from  the  prosecu- 
tion until  a few  hours  before 
the  trial  starts?  That  should 
empty  the  prisons. 

Len  Clarke. 

1 Middle  Road, 

Denham, 

Uxbridge  UBS  5EG. 


Broadcast  news 

YOU  report  (Media  moguls 
in  shake-out  February  9) 
that  the  ITC  has  given  the 
green  light  to  the  merger  be- 
tween MAI  and  United  News- 
papers even  though  such  a 
warehousing  arrangement  is 
outlawed  under  the  existing 
Broadcasting  Act.  Self-evi- 
dently, this  cannot  be  the 
case.  If  the  merger  is  illegal 
under  current  legislation,  the 
ITC  would  take  action  to  pre- 
vent it  The  Commission  be- 
lieves that  such  avoidance  de- 
vices are  against  the  spirit  if 
not  the  letter  of  the  1990  Act 
and  will  be  seeking  additional 
powers  in  the  forthcoming 
Broadcasting  Act  to  prevent 
them  in  future. 

Sarah  Thane. 

Independent  Television 
Commission. 

33  Foley  Street, 

London  WlP  7LB. 

MICHAEL  Howard  says 
some  “mature  people” 
may  wish  to  join  the  proba- 
tion service  but  are  put  off  be- 
cause of  the  need  to  do  a two- 
year  course  {Judges  support 
hard'  probation,  February  9). 
I am  a mature  person  who 
would  like  to  become  a doc- 
tor. but  I am  put  off  by  the  six- 
year  course  in  medicine. 
Could  Howard  see  his  way  to 
changing  the  rules? 

Janet  Walmsley. 

167  Industry  Street, 

Sheffield  S6  2WX. 

I WROTE  to  you  two  years 
ago  about  "luwles”,  that 
patronising,  unwarranted 
put-down  your  contributors 
casually  use  when  referring 
to  people  hi  the  theatre  and 
cinema  world.  The  practice 
ceased  for  a while:  but  your 
New  Labour  Establishment 

series  speaks  of  “Labour  luv- 
vie  David  Puttnam . . . and 
other  Blair  luwies  Lord  At- 
tenborough, Melvyn  Bragg 
and  Richard  Wilsob”.  For 
God's  sake!  What  is  the 
reason  for  this  habitual  Phi- 
listine sneer? 

Stanley  Walinets. 

Greenacres,  Mlckleton. 

Co  Durham  DL12  0LG. 

ALL  your  correspondents' 
/Arecent  complaints  about 
bad  English  look  pretty  ridic- 
ulous in  the  light  of  history. 
Shakespeare  couldn't  spell 
his  own  name,  and  Shaw  did 
without  apostrophes  alto- 
gether. It  doesn't  matter  how 
you  write,  but  what  you 
write.  Most  items  in  most 
newspapers  break  the  rules  of 
comet  English.  More  impor- 
tant is  that  most  of  them  say 
nothing  worth  saying. 

Jean  Raison. 

702  Holloway  Road, 

London  N19. 


An  old  hand  at  keeping  young 


Y LIMITED  knowksge  of 
cosmetic  surgery  leads 
me  to  believe  that  one  of  the 
few  areas  of  the  human  body 
that  cannot  be  improved  upon 
is  the  hand.  What  cruel  cad 
could  have  superimposed  the 
hand  of  a 63-year-old  upon  the 
40-ish  face  and  body  of  the 
lovely  Joan  Collins  in  your 
photograph  (Pouting  and  pas- 


sionate, but  Joan  Is  upstaged, 
February  9)?  How  does  she 
keep  looking  so  young 
hands  apart?  I think  we 
should  be  told.  Perhaps 
21,000,000  and  a wig  might 
have  helped.  Get  yourself  a 
pair  of  gloves,  Joanniel 
Angela  Lucas. 

119  Hornsey  Lane. 

London  N6. 


Streets  apart 

AGGIE  O 'KANE’S  mov- 
ing article  about  child 
prostitutes  was  marred  by 
her  obvious  incomprehension 
of  the  problems  those  of  us 
living  in  areas  of  high  prosti- 
tution endure  and  the  con- 
flicts that  arise  almost  dally 
between  residents  and  work- 
ing women  (Death  of  inno- 
cence, February  12). 

If  she  would  like  a clearer 
perspective,  could  she  please 
send  me  her  address  and  I 
will  direct  all  the  prostitutes 
in  Kings  Cross  to  work  in  her 
street  instead  of  in  mine.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  see 
how  long  their  presence  (and 
that  of  the  kerb-crawlers, 
pimps  and  drug-dealers  they 
attract,  as  well  as  used  con- 
doms and  dirty  needles) 
would  be  welcomed. 

T£  Light. 

Whldbome  Street, 

London  WC1H. 

THE  feet  that  these  child- 
ren are  being  cautioned 
and  convicted  while  adults 
get  off  scott-free  cannot  make 
sense.  The  feet  that  this  abuse 
of  children  has  been  happen- 
ing under  the  gage  of  official 

indifference  is  unforgivable. 

The  Children's  Society  has 
recently  launched  a public 
campaign  on  this  very  issue. 
The  Association  oF  Chief 
Police  Officers  has  indicated 
that  it  wishes  to  make  an  ur- 
gent response.  We  hope  that 
those  in  social  service  will 
now  be  equally  motivated  to 
take  action. 

Ian  Sparks. 

Chief  Executive. 

The  Children's  Society. 
Margery  Street 
London  WClX  OJL. 


Licence  to  kill 

A WOMAN  is  sent  to  prison 
for  not  paying  her  TV 
licence  (The  poor  laws,  Febru- 
ary 8).  My  daughter  Kate  was 
knocked  down  on  a pedestrian 
crossing  in  Bristol.  She  died 
five  days  later.  The  driver  was 
sentenced  to  six  months  im- 
prisonment — for  motoring  of- 
fences. Kate's  death  was  never 
mentioned  In  court.  Two 
months  before  he  killed  Kate, 
the  driver  bad  been  banned 
from  driving  for  two  years. 
He  drove  off  after  the  colli- 
sion. The  car  was  found  at  a 
scrapyard  the  following  morn- 
ing, having  been  destroyed.  It 
was  not  registered  (he  said 
he’d  bought  it  at  a super- 
market car  park  just  before 
the  collision),  was  not  insured 
and  had  no  MOT. 

It  would  seem  that  the  law 
values  life  less  than  property, 
Sarah  Doyle. 

Cam-AUt  Strathcarron, 
Ross-Shire  IV54  8YX. 

SEVERAL  years  ago,  in  its 
submission,  to  the  Hone 
Office  Scrutiny  on  Magis- 
trates’ Courts,  the  Hounslow 
Magistrates'  Courts  argued  for 
transferring  non-payment  of 
television  and  vehicle  excise 
licences  to  the  civil  courts. 

We  argued  that  a great  deal 
of  time  was  spent  in  our  en- 
forcement courts  dealing  with 
these  matters  and  this  time 
could  more  profitably  be  used 
to  deal  with  Aore  serious  mat- 
ters. Unfortunately  the  Home 
Office  report  foiled  to  address 
this  issue  at  all 
AJM  Baldwin. 

Hounslow  Justices’ 

Chief  Executive. 

Han  worth  Road,  Feltham, 
Middlesex  TW13  5AG. 


A search  through  the  wreckage 
for  any  clues  to  a solution 


ARTHUR  Aughey's  appeal 
to  “democracy”  in  support 
of  David  Trimble’s  election 
proposals  Is  disingenuous 
(Comment  Page,  February 
12).  The  conflict  has  been 
caused  by  majoritarian  “de- 
mocracy” within  the  sectar- 
ian Northern  Ireland  frame- 
work. The  two  main  unionist 
parties  would  simply  perpetu- 
ate the  problem  by  insisting 
that  an  election  within  this 
framework  is  the  only  route 
for  admitting  Sinn  Fein  to  all- 
party talks. 

Such  a single-issue  election 
would  lead  to  further  sectar- 
ian polarisation.  Trimble’s 
proposal  was  intended  to  de- 
lay all-party  talks,  reduce  the 
Dublin  government’s  involve- 
ment in  the  peace  process  and 
marginalise  the  smell  loyalist 
parties  — their  more  reason- 
able stance  since  the  ceasefire 
began  has  shown  up  the  in- 
flexibility of  Trimble's  and 
Paisley’s  mainstream 
unionism. 

John  Major,  supported  by 
“opposition”  leader  Tony 
Blair,  adopted  Trimble's  pro- 
posal, rather  than  accept  the 
Mitchell  advice  to  call  imme- 
diately all-party  talks.  It 
seems  this  triggered  the  IRA’s 
appalling  return  to  bombing. 

Arthur  Aughey  claims  elec- 
tions would  make  it  "the 
people's  peace  process",  but 
tiie  delay  and  further  margin- 
alisation of  the  small  loyalist 
parties  and  Sinn  Fein  would 
destroy  any  chance  of  there 
being  a “peace  process"  — an- 
other pyrrhic  victory  for  the 
main  unionist  parties. 

John  Hume's  proposal  for 
immediate  referenda  North 
and  South,  on  the  two  ques- 
tions of  rejecting  violent 
methods  and  the  need  for  all- 
party talks,  should  be  ex- 
tended to  Britain.  For  too 
long  the  main  unionist  par- 
ties have  been  the  “tail  wag- 
ging the  dog”. 

James  Anderson. 

Senior  Lecturer, 

Social  Sciences, 

The  Open  University. 

Walton  Hall, 

Milton  Keynes  MK7  6AA. 

IAM  surprised  and  disap- 
pointed that  the  Guardian's 
editorial  (February  10)  has 
joined  the  “whitewashers"  of 
John  Major  and  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  latest  IRA  bomb- 
ing outrage.  The  IRA  and 
very  likely  Sinn  Fein  are  res- 
ponsible for  this  act  bat  as  to 
the  question  whose  fault  it 
has  been,  you  could  at  least 
reserve  your  judgment 
I think  also  that  you  are 
mistaken  as  to  the  effect  of 
this  bombing.  It  is  not  an- 
other “blitz"  and  John  Major 
is  not  another  Churchill  The 
IRA  is  obviously  trying  to 
avoid  human  casualties,  go- 
ing for  destruction  of  real  es- 
tate, and  money  seems  to  be 
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valued  these  days  more  than 
anything  else.  After  all.  if  it  is 
for  material  gain,  this  govern- 
ment kowtows  to  such  objec- 
tionable people  as  the  Saudi 
royals  and  the  Nigerian  dicta- 
tor, General  Abacha.  Multi- 
million losses  in  the  heart  of 
the  City  have  their  eloquence. 
W Paduch. 

Park  Lane, 

Cowplain. 

Waterlooville, 

Hants  POS. 

GERRY  Adams  places  res- 
ponsibility for  the  Canary 
Wharf  bombing  on  the  British 
government  (Comment  Page, 
February  12).  But  anyone  who 
truly  seeks  peace  must  see 
that  whatever  the  provoca- 
tion, responsibility  for  deto- 
nating a bomb  lies  with  those 
who  ordered  it  and  those  who 
carried  out  that  order. 

Until  the  peace-seekers  are 
prepared  never  to  take  an 
action  which  actually  results 
in  violence,  and  instead  to  de- 
vote all  their  attention  and 
energy  to  achieving  peace, 
there  will  never  be  an  end  to 
the  troubles  in  Ulster  or  else- 
where in  the  world.  The  bit- 
terness and  sorrow  created  in 
the  hearts  of  those  who  have 
suffered  as  a result  of  this 
new  act  of  violence  only  serve 
to  make  the  task  more 
difficult 
Iso  bel  Brown. 

Liverpool  Road, 

London  Ni. 

WOULD  Gerry  Adams 
please  explain  to  us  what 
is  the  point  of  entering  into 
negotiations  with  Sinn  Fein.' 
IRA  when  it  resorts  to  vio- 
lence as  soon  as  it  does  not  get 
its  way,  even  before  negotia- 
tions have  begun. 

Malcolm  Laurence. 

Queens  Crescent 
Richmond, 

Surrey  TW10. 

AN  IRA  bomb  goes  off  at 
7.01pm  in  London.  Just 
under  12  hours  later,  after  the 
bomb  has  disrupted  your  pro- 
duction, I have  a Guardian  in 
my  hand  with  seven  articles, 
plus  photos,  in  the  main  sec- 
tion and  a leader  and  two 
more  articles  in  the  Outlook 
section.  That  standard  of 
reporting,  writing  and  pro- 
duction is  why  I continue  to 
read  the  Guardian  (even 
though  it  has  faults  — some 
big  ones  — in  other  respects). 
Congratulations. 

JAP  Dutton. 

39  Victoria  Road, 

Ellesmere  Port 
South  Wirral  L65  8BU. 


Please  indude  a full  postal 
address,  even  on  e-mailed 
letters,  and  a telephone  numb 
We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appea 
We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  those  not  used. 


THE  WREKIN:  It’s  been  a 
while  since  I managed  to 
snatch  enough  tune  to  get  to 
the  top  of  the  W re  kin.  On  a 
cold,  windy  morning  I 
walked  up  the  path  from  the 
Burnt  Cottage  which  winds 
through  an  avenue  of  200- 
year-old  beech  trees.  These 
trees  are  now  felling  apart. 
Nothing  lasts  forever  and,  de- 
spite a reluctance  to  let  go  of 
cherished  and  familiar  land- 
scapes, I am  curious  to  know 
what  will  happen  here  when 
the  great  beeches  clash.  Judg- 
ing by  the  creaking  of 
branches  in  the  wind  over- 
head, change  may  come 
sooner  than  I thought.  Up  on 
the  open  white  ridge,  the 
wind  carries  a light  dusting 
of  fresh  snow.  The  track 
leads  up  into  the  mist.  There 
are  two  gateways  through  the 
earthworks  of  the  Bronze 
Age  fort  — Hell’s  Gate  and 
Heaven’s  Gate.  Legend  has  it 
that  he  who  passes  through 
Hell's  Gate  in  the  mist  will 
never  return.  As  the  mist 


thickens  into  a cold  c 
fog,  there  is  a sense  c 
ishing  from  the  work 
another  secret  place, 
cealed  by  this  mounts 
— known  locally  as  the 
kin’s  cap.  There  is  no  ^ 
landscape,  no  sky.  no  i 
from  which  to  take  bei 
from  any  familiar  worli 
ground  is  frozen  and  cr 
have  formed  on  heath* 
dry  grass  stems.  I am  < 
into  a grove  of  Scots 
small,  twisted  and  em 
ing,  their  branches  je' 
with  foe;  wind-blasted  fi 
crystals,  wlng-like,  f 
Ifog-  As  the  freezini 
swirls  across  this  great 
older  than  life,  I feel  an 
Bible  affinity  — perh 
way  of  knowing  this  hi 
may  have  been  shared  1 
ancient  peoples  that 
here.  They  too  have  var 
in  the  mist  Beneath  th 
zen  grove  at  the  top  t 
world,  the  earth  'revolt 
the  wind. 
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MYSTERY  surrounds 

the  presence  at  the 
Finance  BUI  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  my  old 
friend  David  Hunt.  Former 
cabinet  ministers — let 
alone  those  who  resigned 
office  to  make  money — do 
not  allow  themselves  to  be 
drafted  on  to  snch  soporific 
committees,  to  spend  long 
hoars  examining  the  minu- 
test details  of  the  Budget. 
And  yet  there  sits  Mr  Hunt, 
unpaid  and  silently 
attentive,  while  he  could  be 
at  his  law  firm.  What  an 
altruistic  fellow  be  is.  Or  is 
he?  Could  this  be  John 
Major's  insurance  policy 
against  William  W aide- 
grave  resigning  as  Chief 
Secretary  over  the  Scott 
report?  It  would  be  splen- 
didly convenient  to  replace 
him  with  someone  who  had 
attended  the  committee 
since  it  first  sat  in  January, 
someone  up  to  speed  on  the 
fine  detail  and  thus  able  to 
open  the  Bill  for  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  Commons. 
The  trustworthy  but  some- 
what unelectrifying  David 
Hunt  would  be  perfect  in  a 
crisis.  So  is  that  why  he 
sits  so  quietly?  No,  tt 
cannot  be.  For  the  Primp 
Minister  has  promised  to 
stand  by  Mr  Waldegrave, 
and  his  vote  of  confidence 
(no  more  than  that  of  Aston 
Villa  FC*S  chairman,  Mr 
Doug  Ellis)  is  not  to  be 
treated  lightly. 


WILLIAM  Wallace 

writes  from  Wands- 
worth. London,  to 
criticise  me  for  being  too 
gentle  to  my  old  friend 
Lord  Wyatt  of  Weeford — a 
failing,  if  failing  it  be.  for 
which  I will  never  apolo- 
gise. In  referring  to 
Woody’s  House  of  Lords 
oration  about  Sky  Sport,  I 
did  not  “express  the  full 
a wfulness  of  the  speech, 
the  toadying  references  to 
Rupert  Murdoch  or  the  way 
he  steadily  lost  the  sympa- 
thy of  the  house".  A glance 
at  the  interventions  in  Han- 
sard, and  on  our  own  Arena 
page,  does  suggest  that 
noble  Lords  were  losing  pa- 
tience with  the  old  boy, 
while  his  own  remarks 
about  Mr  Murdoch  (“He  is 
envied  because  he  is  suc- 
cessful." etc),  who  pays  him 
over  £200,000  per  annum 
for  columns,  are  flattering. 
However — and  it's  a big 
however  — 1 will  counte- 
nance no  suggestion  that 
Lord  Wyatt's  thinking  was 
inflaenced  by  this  relation- 
ship. Shame  on  you,  Wil- 
liam Wallace,  for  speaking 
so  of  the  Diary's  friend. 


THE  Contraceptive 
Education  Service 
launches  an  intitia- 
tive  on  sexual  health  care 
and  contraception  in  Soho 
today — and  spearheading 
the  launch  is. . .Dr  Hilary 
Jones.  Make  it  np.  could 
you?  Indeed,  you  most  cer- 
tainly could  not. 


MY  FRIEND  Ann  Wid- 
decombe  unleashes 
again  the  exquisite 
sense  of  self-parody  which 
has  made  her  so  well- 
loved. At  the  prison  ser- 
vice's annual  convention  in 
Brighton.  Miss  Widde- 
cmnbc  explained  why  the 
Government  was  no  closer 
to  choosing  Derek  Lewis's 
successor,  and  invited 
questions  from  the  floor. 
There  were  none.  "It's  all 
right,"  said  Miss  Widde- 
combe.  attempting  a win- 
ning smile.  “I'm  not  really 
Doris  Karloff." 


JIM  McGilvray , the  ref 
who  sent  ofTPartick 
Tli  is  tie's  Steve  Pitt- 
man three  times,  even 
though  the  defender  wasn't 
playing,  is  to  become  a 
worldwide  star.  Radiojonr- 
nalist  Danny  Renton  has 
made  a World  Service  fea- 
ture about  that  fabled 
match,  although  it  con- 
cerns a different  incident. 
On  leaving  the  pitch  at  half 
time.  Mr  Pittman's  team- 
mate. Rod  McDonald,  an 
observant  Catholic,  crossed 
himself  as  usual  as  he 
entered  the  players'  tunnel 
— and  Mr  McGilvray  in- 
stantly booked  him  for 
crowd  incitement.  As  for 
the  dog  mentioned  yester- 
day — the  one  that  was 
thrown  by  a Bangers  fan  at 
a Celtic  su  pporter  si  ngin  g 
on  a bus  — his  name  is  Dou- 

gal.  and  he's  a Jack  Russell 
terrier.  We  cannot  be  too 
zealous  in  our  search  for  all 

the  facts.  


THE  Docklands  Digest 
magazine  for  January 
and  February-  has 
been  Taxed  to  me.  The  front- 
page headline  is  laid  out  as 
follows: 

"Work 
& Live 
Boom". 


Democrats  shout 
out  the  R-words 


massive  work  done  by  the 
Competitiveness  Policy  Coun- 
cil. established  in  1988  to 
report  to  the  President  and 
Congress  on  how  to  improve 
American  competitiveness. 


ami  whose  members  include  holders,  dividend  pay-outs 
leading  industrialists,  finan-  and  share  buy-backs  need  to 


ciers  and  trade  unionists,  it 
asserts  baldly  that  the  US 
economy  is  suffering  from  cor- 
porations under  acute  pres- 
sure from  their  institutional 
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Blair's  honest 
ambition  is 
open  to  doubt 


Force  document  also  proposes 
a raft  of  tax  and  regulatory 
measures  to  stablise  company- 
ownership  patterns.  Company 
managements  need  better 
monitoring  by  their  sfere- 


be  reduced,  and  investment  in 
R&D  and  plant  and  machinery 
increased. 

The  most  eye-catching  pro- 
posal is  a 0.6  per  cent  transao- . 


shareholders  to  achieve  tions  tax  to  be  levied  on  every 
among  the  highest  fm«ntria\  share  purchase  by  every  farm 


Commentary 


Will 

Hutton 


to  sense  the  change  in  mood, 
and  even,  after  the  recent  vic- 
tory in  Oregon  far  the  Senate, 
a renaissance  in  their  political 
fortunes.  Stung  by  Newt  Ging- 


erous  welfare  system  was  not. 


returns  in  the  world:  The 
arrival  of  new  technologies 


in  the  current  climate,  a politi-  and  intense  competition  from 


cal  option. 


Third  World  countries  has  rat- 


of  investee:,  but  reclaimable  In 
tranches  after  the  stock  has  ] 
been  held  fix-  more  than  two 
years.  But  there  are  measures 


a renaissance  in  their  political  In  any  case,  defending  even  cheted  up  the  pressure,  but  to  encouragB  “private  in  vest- 
fortunes.  Stung  by  Newt  Ging-  watered-down  tax-and-spend  American  companies  have  not  ment  pools”  — groups  of  in- 
rich's  landslide  in  the  Con-  polices  along  with  social-secu-  responded  by  takmg  “the  high  vestors  committed  to  individ- 
gressional  elections  15  months  rity  entitlements  put  the  Dem-  road”  of  higher  investment  ual  companies  and  who  will 
ago,  there  has  been  an  urgent  ocrats  on  the  political  defen-  and  real  wages.  Compelled  to  stand  by  them, 
reappraisal  of  policy  options  sive.  Somehow  they  needed  to  fond  off  takeover  from  preda-  President  Clinton  is  not 

— and  growing  confidence  reclaim  the  political  agenda  tors  on  Wall  Street  by  main-  sure  bow  much  of  all  this  he 

with  a positive  vision  — but  taming  a high  share  price  and  will  incorporate  in  his  cam- 

one  which  did  not  rely  on  the  therefore  high  short-term  paigu,  and  there  are  bound  to 


— and  growing  confidence 
that  the  intellectual  tide  is 
swinging  their  way. 


*************  At  the  end  of  this  month,  a federal  government  acting  i±-  profits,  they  have  Instead  bid  be  some  compromises.  None- 

IT  HAS  become  part  of  new  big  policy  idea  Is  to  be  self  to  change  the  results  of  down  real  wages,  exported  toeless,  it  neatly  offers  the 

today's  political  vocabu-  launched,  and  already  Demo-  the  operation  of  American  jobs  to  low-cost  countries  and  Democrats  a way  of  pursuing 

lary  that  the  right  has  all  crats  ranging  from  the  liberal  capitalism.  The  Task  Force  hit  adopted  an  ever  more  aggres-  a number  of  objectives  simul- 

the  ideas,  and  the  left  Is  on  wing,  life  Ted  Kennedy,  to  upon  a disarmingly  simple  al-  sive  hire-and-fire  policy  taneously  and  uniting  the 

the  near  permanent  defensive  centrists,  like  David  Bcmior,  tentative:  the  institutions  of  towards  their  workers.  The  party.  Protectionists  "can  use 

— guardian  of  the  outmoded  are  making  speeches  to  soften  American  capitalism  must  result  has  been  the  collapse  of  the  legislation  to  Insist  that  R- 

concepls  of  social  inclusion,  up  opinion.  And  what  is  the  themselves  be  reformed.  the  American  dream.  Corps  keep  jobs  in  the  US; 

equality  and  fairness.  No-  big  idea?  Nothing  more  or  less  Early  drafts  of  the  80-page  those  concerned  about  health 

where  is  this  more  true  than  than  the  stakeholder  economy,  document  are  circulating  in 

the  United  States  — and,  the  solution  to  low  wages  and  Washington,  and  one  is  in  the 

whether  it  is  the  rise  of  the  growing  insecurity  alike.  The  possession  of  the  Guardian, 

religions  right  or  the  advo-  Democrats  plan  to  tt  hard.  The  core  ideas  are  a “drastic" 


Democrats  a way  of  pursuing 
a number  of  objectives  simul- 
taneously and  uniting  the 


cates  of  flat-rate  taxes,  this 


seems  to  be  where  the  centre  number  feel,  that  could  win 
of  political  energy  lies.  them  the  1996  elections. 

Yet  the  worm  is  turning.  The  idea  had  Its  roots  in  the 
What  is  remarkable  about  the  1994  Congressional  election 
current  US  political  scene  is  defeat  The  Senate  minority 
not  the  ascendancy  of  the  leader,  Tom  Daschle,  estab- 
Republicans,  but  their  diffi-  lished  a "high-wage  task 
culty  in  identifying  a unifying  force”  to  examine  how  the 


Democrats  plan  to  sell  tt  hard.  The  core  ideas  are  a “drastic" 
This  is  the  elixir,  a growing  rewriting  of  the  American  tax 
number  feel,  that  could  win  code,  an  anti-speculation  tax. 


T 


qualify  for  privileged 
tax  and  regulatory 


rewriting  of  the  American  tax  number  of  criteria.  They 
code,  an  anti-speculation  tax.  would  fere  to  invest  and  train 
and  a massive  re-organisation  more,  offer  stock  ownership, 
of  the  regulatory  regime  to  health  and  pension  plains  to 
create  “truly  responsible  cor-  their  workforces,  recognise 


status  if  they  met  a financial  pressure  and  boost- 


defeat  The  Senate  minority  porate  and  financial-market  unions,  offer  90  days’  notice  of  Democrats  are  worried  that 


not  the  ascendancy  of  the  leader,  Tom  Daschle,  estab-  behaviour”.  This  will  be  en-  redundancy,  respect  the  envi-  Bob  Dole  or  Tamar  Alexander 

Republicans,  but  their  diffi-  lished  a "high-wage  task  acted  in  a Responsible  Busf-  ronment,  and  be  headquar-  may  pick  up  the  ideas  before 

culty  m identifying  a unifying  force”  to  examine  how  the  ness  Charter  Act  to  allow  for  tered  in  countries  which  of-  the  Democrats  fere  worked 

candidate  who  might  dislodge  Democrats  could  plausibly  the  creation  of  new  a*v.iaHy  fered  a mirnniTm  wage  «tiH  them  through, 

such  an  evidently  flawed  pres-  offer  a response  to  growing  responsible  firms  (R-Corps)  banned  child,  military  and  By  comparison.  New 
ident.  Pat  Buchanan,  arch-  social  margTnnli«M,Hnin[  the  foil  and  socially  responsible  in-  prison  labour  for  commerlcal  Labour's  stakeholder  ideas 

conservative,  may  have  come  in  real  wages  for  more  than  vestment  funds  (R- Funds),  purposes.  There  would  even  are  modest  — and  In  their  m- 

a close  second  to  Bob  Dole  in  half  the  workforce,  and  the  Here  are  the  instruments  to  be  mcgntiTO*:  to  become  mem-  fancy.  But  a lead  from  across 

the  Iowa  presidential  nomina-  hollowing  out  of  US  industry,  reinvigorate  the  US  economy  bers  of  self-policing  industry  the  Atlantic  may  persuade 

tion  caucus  on  Monday,  but  it  Keynesian  demand  manage-  and  reverse  falling  real  wages,  associations.  even  foe  most  timorous  that 

was  the  liberal  moderate  La-  ment  that  might  boost  the  the  Democrats  believe,  and  at  Concerned  that  the  churn-  New  Labour  can  follow  where 


candidate  who  might  dislodge  Democrats  could  plausibly 
such  an  evidently  flawed  pres-  offer  a response  to  growing 


ident  Pat  Buchanan,  arch- 
conservative, may  have  come 


SOClal  marginHlirnrHon,  the  fell 
in  real  wages  for  more  than 


a close  second  to  Bob  Dole  in  half  the  workforce,  and  the 
the  Iowa  presidential  nomina-  hollowing  out  of  US  industry. 


was  the  liberal  moderate  La- 
mar Alexander  who  came 


ment  that  mj 
demapd  for  la, 


boost  the 


Concerned  that  the  churn- 


and  raise  last  offer  hope  for  their  natu-  tog  of  company  securities  and 


third.  Fiery  anti-state  rhetoric  wages  was  largely  ruled  out,  ral  constituency  — the  blue-  growth  of  takeovers  is  dis- 


is  beginning 
wearying. 


sound  given  the  hysteria  about  the  collar  workforce. 


By  comparison.  New 
Labour's  stakeholder  ideas 
are  modest  — and  In  their  in- 
fancy. But  a lead  from  across 
the  Atlantic  may  persuade 
even  the  most  timorous  that 
New  Labour  can  follow  where 
the  Democrats  tread.  R-Corps 
and  R-Funds,  however 


couraging  long-term  corporate  apparently  strange,  may  yet 


budget  deficit  But  raising  fed-  The  repeat  does  not  pussy- 1 decision-making  and  deterr-  figure  in  British  political 


The  Democrats  have  begun  | era]  taxes  to  fund  a more  gen- 1 foot  about  Drawing  on  the  ] mg  investment,  the  Task 


even  likely  once  Britain  pulls 
out  of  Hong  Kong  next  year 
and  Portugal  quits  Macao  in 
1999.  The  PLA  is  now  gearing 
op  for  its  biggest  military  ma- 
noeuvre yet  off  the  coast  of 
Fuiian,  with  up  to  300.000 
troops  likely  to  fake  part 
When  Jiang  Zemin,  China’s 
President  met  his  military 
recently  fe  changed  out  of  his 
western  suit  and  into  a Mao- 
style  tunic.  A few  days  later, 
he  switched  back  again.  Such 
sartorial  flip-flops  fere  been  a 
feature  of  Jiang's  leadership 
since  the  day  be  arrived  from 
■Shanghai  in  1989  at  the  height 
Of  the  Tiananmen  protest 
movement  he  drove  into  Beij- 
ing disguised  as  an  ambulance 
worker.  The  danger  is  not  that 
Jiang  wants  to  revive  Maoism; 
it  is  that  he  has  no  idea  what 
he  wants  as  China  awaits  the 
death  of  Deng  Xiaoping  Amid 
such  uncertainty,  the  only 
patch  of  solid  ground  left  to 
Chinese  politics  is  patriotism. 


Claws  are  out 


With  nationalism  matching  economic  growth  among  the  Asian 
tigers,  Andrew  Higgins  warns  that  war  may  become  a reality 


UNDER  an  elevated  sold  on  floppy  disks  far  about 
motorway  to  cen-  £15  — lay  in  the  thrill  of  the 
tral  Taipei,  a inconceivable.  Sales  justified 
vicious  war  rages  a recent  upgraded  version,  tit- 
between  Taiwan  mating  Taiwan  with  more 
and  China.  It  is  a titanic  con-  sophisticated  scenarios  for  its 
flict  the  outcome  of  which  liquidation, 
will  determine  not  only  the  If  leaders  to  Taipei  and 
future  shape  of  Asia  but  the  Washington  are  to  be  believed, 
balance  of  world  power  for  the  such  ghoulish,  vicarious  plea- 


sold  on  floppy  disks  for  about  spotlighted  the  central  issue,  empires,  with  the  exception  of 
£15  — lay  to  the  thrill  of  the  Tension  in  the  Taiwan  Strait  Hong  Kong,  are  again  cm  the 


IN  SOME  ways,  China 
and  much  of  the  rest  of 
Asia  feces  a problem 
that  helped  ravage  the 
former  Yugoslavia  and 
the  former  Soviet  Union:  dis- 
putes frozen  for  decades  by 
the  cold-war  risk  flaring  anew 
now  that  the  superpower 
battle  for  hegemony  is  over. 

A clear  sign  of  just  how  raw 
old  quarrels  remain,  despite 
being  smothered  by  cold-war 
geopolitics,  Is  a tense  standoff 
this  week  between  South 
Korea  and  Japan  — Washing- 
ton’s best  friends  in  Asia  — 
over  a cluster  of  barren  rocks 
to  the  Sea  of  Japan.  To  fortify 
its  right  to  the  disputed  Tokdo 
islands,  claimed  by  Korea 
since  the  6th  century  but 
seized  by  Tokyo  at  the  start  of 
this  century,  Seoul  says  it  is 
sending  destroyers,  anti-sub- 
marine reconnaissance  planes 
and  Jet  fighters  to  shoot  at 
targets". 

The  US,  which  keeps  *15,000 
troops  to  Japan  and  a further 
37,000  in  South  Korea,  is  a 
spectator  as  its  two  stoutest 
Asian  allies  square  off  at  sea. 
Its  role  on  the  sidelines  high- 
lights a fundamental  shift 
Washington  retains  tremen- 
dous military  power,  but  less 
and  less  influence.  It  can  still 
muster  the  means  and  nerve 
to  send  the  USS  Nimitz,  a 
nuclear-powered  aircraft  car- 
rier, on  a cruise  through  the 
Taiwan  Strait  but  no  one. 
particularly  to  Washington, 
knows  how  America  would 
respond  to  a real  war,  as 
Opposed  to  a virtual  one. 

Arms  dealers  are  having  a 
empires,  with  the  exception  cf  field  day.  China  is  buying  SU- 


in  conceivable.  Sales  justified 
a recent  upgraded  version,  tit- 
illating Taiwan  with  more 
sophisticated  scenarios  for  its 


27s  from  Russia.  Taiwan, 


is  not  just  a quarrel  between  loose.  “We  are  seeing  a second  which  is  about  to  tafen  fake 
China  and  Taiwan  but  part  of  wave  of  nationalism.”  says  delivery  of  210  American  F-IGs 
a broader  security  crisis  fee-  James  Tang,  of  Hong  Kong  and  French-made  Mirage 
tog  Asia  as  a whole  Instead  of  University.  “Asian  countries  2000s.  now  wants  Washington 
leading  to  a golden  age  of  feel  they  are  stuck  In  a second 


liquidation.  leading  to  a golden  age  of  feel  they  are  stuck  to  a second 

If  leaders  to  Taipei  and  commerce  and  harmony  — league  and  not  properly  recog- 
Washington  are  to  be  believed,  the  mantra  of  a phoney  Confix-  nised  as  major  players.  Eco- 


2000s.  now  wants  Washington 
to  sell  it  Patriot  air-defence 
missiles  and  other  weapons 
systems.  South-east  Asia. 


cianism  currently  in  vogue  — nomie  prosperity  facilitates  flush  with  cash  but  also  imcer- 


sures  remain  undiminished  Asia’s  extraordinary  eco-  greater  confidence,  and  this  tain  about  Us  own  future,  has 
by  any  risk  of  China's  long-  nomlc  growth  has  at  best  leads  to  more  and  more  asser-  embarked  on  a smaller  but 


next  century  sures  remain  uuuaumsunt  Asia  a evi/- 

Casualtles  are  high  as  Tai-  by  any  risk  of  China's  long-  nomlc  growth  has  at  best 
wan's  high-tech  military  dormant  cavil  war  exploding  masked,  not  purged,  old  terri- 
resists  the  sledgehammer  into  real  conflict.  “Don't  torlal  and  ethnic  conflicts, 
blows  of  a three-milli on-Strong  worry,"  declares  Lee  Teng-  And,  to  the  case  of  China,  the 
Peoole’s  Liberation  Army  hui.  President  of  Taiwan,  the  region’s  historical  and  almost 
iPLA)  Computer  screens  flash  object  of  blood-curdling  Chi-  certainly  future  colossus, 
data  of  catastrophic  destruc-  nese  rhetoric  and  front-run-  growing  prosperity  provides 


tiveness  in  international 
affairs." 


And,  in  the  case  of  Ch  ina,  the 
region’s  historical  and  almost 
certainly  future  colossus, 
growing  prosperity  provides 


Hrm  — olanes  shot  down,  war-  ner  for  a presidential  election  the  means  to  procure  and  pro 

Jjnk  cities  annihilated,  next  month.  The  poll,  sebed-  ject  military  power  to  a way  0 

and sodav  after  day  to  the  tiled  for  March  23,  is  not  only  not  seen  since  its  humiliation  nationalism  has  become  a snb- 
twoiStorev  premises  of  the  Taiwan’s  first  chance  to  elect  by  British  gunships  a century  stitute  far  ideology.  Ithasirre- 
riundira  Computer  Market,  its  president  but  the  first  time  and  a half  ago.  dentist  claims — albeit  mostly 

rrX  virtual  war  that,  that  any  portion  of  the  Clausewits  is  outflanking  dormant  or  formally 
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tfeueh  few  to  Taiwan  like  to  Chinese-speaking  world  has 

think  about  it  much,  suddenly  done  so.  , _ . 

vhows  distressing  signs  of  one  President  Clinton  sends  the  linchpin  of  Asian  values  and  mg  from  the  Spratlys  islands  a quote  from  one  of  Mao 
dav  becoming  reality.  same  soothing  message.  Main-  security,  is  giving  way  to  con-  to  the  South  China  Sea  to  Zedong’s  poems:  “So  many 

When  programmers  first  land"  military  action,  he  says,  frontatiou  as  the  confidence  chunks  of  the  Russian  Far  deeds  cry  out  to  be  done,  and 

devised  Battle  to  The  Taiwan  is  extremely  unlikely:  "We  created  by  economic  achieve-  East  Its  most  volatile  claim  is  always  urgently,  the  world 

Strait  a computer  came  simu-  have  so  much  good  going  on  ment  fuels  a newly  assertive  Taiwan.  An  attack  may  not  be  rolls  on.  time  presses.  Ten 


still  robust  build-up.  Derek  da 
Cunfe,  a senior  fellow  at  Sin- 
gapore’s Institute  of  South- 
O COUNTRY  in  east  Aslan  Studies,  predicts 
the  region  has  the  number  of  submarines  in 
more  scores  to  the  region  will  increase  to 
settle  than  China,  number  from  two  to  around  20 

„ ...  ..  where  belligerent  over  the  next  decade,  while 

not  seen  since  its  humiliation  nationalism  has  become  a sub-  the  combined  fighter  force 
by  British  gunships  a century  stitute  far  ideology.  It  has  tore-  will  grow  to  1,200. 
and  a half  ago.  dentist  claims — albeit  mostly  Asked  about  Beijing’s  ambi- 

Clausewitz  is  outflanking  dormant  or  formally  tions  last  year.  Foreign  Mtois- 

Confacius  across  the  region,  renounced  — against  10  ter  Plan  Qichen  tried  to  reas- 

Consensns,  hailed  as  the  countries  in  the  region,  rang-  sure  China’s  neighbours  with 

linchpin  of  Asian  values  and  tog  from  the  Spratlys  islands  a quote  from  one  of  Mao 


sure  China’s  neighbours  with 
a quote  from  one  of  Mao 
Zedong’s  poems:  “So  many 


gtrajt  a computer  game  simu-  nave  so  much  good  going  on  ment  nieis  a newiy  as 
lating  a Chinese  seaborne  in-  to  Asia  to  terms  of  economic  sense  of  national  pride. 


vnsion,  an  attack  by  the  FLA  growth  and  opportunity,  I just  The  passions  that  swept  expert  just  back  from  Beijing, 

seemed  as  detached  from  real-  don’t  believe  toe  leaders  will  across  Asia  after  toe  second  the  mood  has  hardened  so 

ity  as  Dungeons  And  Dragons.  Jet  that  turn  around."  world  war  and  forced  Britain  much  that  military  action  is 

The  attraction  of  the  game  — Inadvertently.  Clinton  has  and  France  to  shut  down  their  now  not  only  possible  but 


Taiwan.  An  attack  may  not  be  rolls  on.  time  presses.  Ten 
imminent,  bat,  says  a military  thousand  years  are  too  long; 
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seize  toe  day,  seize  the  hour.” 
The  growing  fear  now, 
though,  is  that  next  to  be 
seized  might  be  land. 


toe  American  dream.  Corps  keep  jobs  in  the  US; 

those  concerned  about  health 
HE  R-Corps  would  only  care  that  R-Corps  insure  their 
qualify  for  privileged  workforce  properly.  Above  all. 
tax  and  regulatory  it  is  seen  as  a way  of  reducing 


tog  investment  Within  the  ad- 
ministration, there  are  signs 
that  the  Labour  Secretary, 
Robert  Reich,  is  winning  the 
argument;  and  some  senior 


David  McKie 


■■■HERE  are  millions  of 

■ words  in  the  Scott 

■ report,  few  of  them 
known  to  me.  But  one  Ingredi- 
ent which  those  who  attended 
toe  Scott  inquiry  will  confi- 
dently expect  is  a declaration 
of  faith  to  the  virtues  of  open 
government;  not  just  as  a 
moral  principle  or  adjunct  of 
true  democracy,  but  as  posi- 
tively therapeutic  for  our  sys- 
tem of  government  Some- 
times, Sir  Richard's  wrath 
with  that  cast  of  mind  which 
believes  in  being  economical 
with  the  truth,  or  asserts  that 
half  toe  picture  can  some- 
times be  true,  seemed  all  but 

nnmntarnahlp. 

To  same  civil  servants,  this 
addiction  to  open  dealing  Is  a 
fetal  delusion  which  will  men- 
ace efficient  government. 
Scott  and  his  accomplice,  Bax- 
endale,  simply  don’t  under- 
stand. With  not  the  slightest 
experience  of  working  in  gov- 
ernment, they  presume  to  lec- 
ture the  professionals  on  how 
they  should  go  to  work.  “Gov- 
ernments," wrote  the  former 
minister  Tristan  Garel-Jones 
in  last  week's  Sunday  Tele- 1 
graph,  “need  a carefully  | 
defined  area  of  confidentiality 
in  order  to  flmetion  properly. 
Confidentiality,  secrecy,  is  not 
a device  to  cover  up  impropri- 
ety but  a framework  which 
enables  frank  advice,  full 
debate  and  deliberate  consid- 
eration to  take  place  . . ." 

If  senior  Tories,  confirmed 
to  that  view  by  their  own 
experience,  balk  at  the  Scott 
prescription,  what  about 
Labour?  Here  is  a party  unre- 
servedly pledged  to  open  gov- 
ernment. Tony  Blair’s  consti- 
tutional lecture  last  week 
reaffirmed  the  party’s  commit- 
ment to  a Freedom  of  Informa- 
tion Ad  That,  civil  servants 
will  reasonably  tell  you. 
reflects  inexperience.  Few  of 
the  likely  Blair  cabinet  have 
served  at  any  level  in  govern- 
ment To  them,  as  to  Scott,  tt 
is  tei7a  incognita.  When  they 
get  into  power  and  experience 
its  difficulties,  their  forth  to 
open  procedures  will  falter. 
They’ll  begin  to  see  that  open 
government  and  efficient  gov- 
ernment are  frequently  in- 
compatible. But  by  then,  rt 
will  be  too  late . . . 

Unlike  devolution  or  reform 
of  the  Lords,  the  promise  of 
open  government  is  one  which 
people  assume  Tony  Blair 
could  deliver  without  too 
much  trouble.  But  could  he? 
Blair's  own  career  hardly 
demonstrates  a belief  that  cru- 
cial decisions  are  best  made 
openly,  on.toe  basis  of  consul- 
tation and  unfettered  debate. 
As  employment  spokesman. 


his  decision  to  break  toe  old 
Labour  commitment  to  the 
closed  shop  was  taken  on  the 
basis  of  subtle  negotiation 
with  key  players.' from  which 
the  wider  world  was' excluded. 
The  decision  to  ditch  Clause- 4 
was  taken  to  a close  elite  cir- 
cle, with  even  the  deputy 
leader  let  into  the  secret  late 
In  toe  day:  and  made  pubtic.to 
such  a way  that  much  cf 
Blair's  party-conference  audi- 
ence didn't  realise  for  a while 
quite  what  he  was  up  to. 

Little  scope  is  permitted  to 
dissidents  (see  the  curbing  of 
Clare  Short  for  reasserting  a 
long- established  personal 
view  on  cannabis,  or  the  fear 
of  public  debate  on  monarchy 
versus  republic.)  The  Harman 
affair  was  only  toe  latest  of  a 
series  of  incidents  revealing  a 
high- spin-doc  tor  culture  at 
work.  A slump  in  toe  polls 
would  be  likely  to  fallow,  it 
was  whispered.  But  this  would 
not  be  toe  fault  cf  Harriet 
Harman:  the  blame  would  be- 
long to  those  wbo'd  disloyally 
shared  their  misgivings  with 
the  hungry  media.  Mean- 
while, reporters  ringing  local 
party  chairmen  to  get  reac- 
tions found  they'd  been 
warned  not  to  talk. 

All  that  is  understandable. 
If  s true  that  punters  don't  like 
toe  sight  of  party  divisions. 

1 Since  divisions  are  inevitable, 
they  need  to  be  hidden.  But 
already  to  this  reaction  you 
see  how  hard  it  will  be  to 
maintain  toe  commitment  to 
openness  once  Labour  is  in 
government  Even  open  oppo- 
sition is  tough;  open  govern- 
ment, as  poll  ratings  slump 
and  the  Tory  press  turns  on 
you  with  a venom  which  even 
Major  and  Clarke  have  been 
spared,  will  be  incomparably 
tougher. 

THIS  is  not  a subject  for 
fundamentalism.  Total 
consultation  on  every- 
thing produces  total  inertia. 
There  are  delicate  initiatives 
in  government  which  open- 
ness. honesty  even,  would 
wreck  (toe  early  stages,  for 
instance,  of  the  Irish  peace 
process).  Even  journalists 
know  this  — as  is  evident 
from  the  secrecy  with  which 
newspapers  handle  their  own 
affairs.  There  has  to  be  a bal- 
ance. But  in  Britain,  toe  bal- 
ance is  tilted  too  for  to  the 
other  direction,  towards 
secrecy  and  defensiveness. 

A small,  fenced-aff  clique, 
even  powered  by  All  Souls 
intelligences,  is  no  guarantee 
of  effective  government  that 
was  what  gave  us  the  poll  tax. 
And  the  kind  of  shameless 
cheating  exemplified  in  the 
Government's  arrangements 
for  toe  publication  of  Scott  — 
so  hauntingly  reminiscent  of 
the  practices  which  the  judge 
was  asked  to  Investigate  — Is 
always,  in  the  end.  counter- 
productive. But  SUCh  things 
are  deep  in  the  culture  which 
Blair  will  inherit  Will  he 
have  the  commitment  and 
courage  — sustained  even  in 
extremis,  and  despite-  the 
wheedlings  of  spin  doctors  — 
to  break  with  them? 


SAINSBURY’S 

PRODUCT  RECALL 

IMPORTANT 
SAFETY  NOTICE 

SAINSBURY’S  BABY  CARE  BABY  LOTION 

300ml  • 500ml  • 750ml  • All  codes 


We  have  identified  a quality  fault  which  affects 
the  consistency  of  Salisbury's  Baby  Lotion.  This  is 
sold  in  the  above  three  sizes.  As  a precautionary 
measure  we  ask  customers  who  have  purchased 
this  product  to  step  using  it  and  to  return  it  to 
their  nearest  Satosbisys  supermarket  or  Savacentre 
hypermarket  for  a full  refund. 

We  apologise  to  our  customers  for  the 
inconvenience  that  this  may  cause. 

Customers  can  be  assured  that  no  other 
products  in  the  Sainsbury's  Baby  Care  range, 
including  Sainsbury’s  Baby  Lotion  for  Sensitive 
Skins,  are  affected. 

If  you  have  any  queries,  please  eafl  our  Customer 
Service  Helpline  on  0800  036202. 

Mth  February  1996.  J Swnsbury  pic. 
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Quiet  crusader’s 
chronicle  of  courage 


Roger  omond.  who 

has  died  aged  51, 
achieved  success  as  a 
Journalist  on  two  con- 
tinents and  in  two  different 
types  of  journalism. 

Born  in  East  London,  South 
Africa,-  he.  joined  the  Daily 
Dispatch  there  after  graduat- 
ing from  Rhodes  University, 
in  Grahamstown.  He  made  an 
early  impact  as  political  cor- 
respondent at  23  and  night 
editor  at  25,  then  as  leader 
writer  until  his  appointment 
as  assistant  editor  and  his 
departure  from  South  Africa 
in  1978  for  political  reasons. 
In  London  he  joined  the 
Guardian.  until  H>»  nmp» 
of  long  cancer  was  sub- 
editor in  the  foreign 
department. 

In  South  Africa-  be  im- 
pressed with  the  maturity  of 
his  judgment  at  a young  age 
and  fhr  his  skill  in'  writing 
editorials  against  die  apart- 
heid system  without  contra- 
vening th«»  22  statutes  limit- 
ing political  comment.  He 
developed  a following  among 
black  readers,  and  consider- 
able hostility  from  white 
ones.  There  were  threats 
against  him  and  his  wife 
Mary,  also  active  in  anti- 
apartheid  politics,  from  offi- 
cers of  the  Security  Police. 

During  this  time  he  wrote 
a?cn  fbr  the  New  Statesman, , 
the  Observer,  and  the  Gemini 
News  Service  — articles 
which  enraged  the  author!- . 
ties  even  more  than  his  writ- 
ings within  South  Africa,  be- 
cause they  projected  the 
apartheid  evils  internation- 
ally and  were  therefore 
deemed  virtually  treasonable. 

Tn  Britain  his  journalism 
became  more  sophisticated  as 
the  requirements  of  a quality 
paper  demanded  more  focus 
than  broadsides  against 
apartheid  in  South  Africa  in 
that  cruder  battleground  of 
charge  and  counter-charge. 
This  was  reflected  in  the  dis- 
cipline he  brought  to  books  be 
wrote  about  apartheid. 

The  Apartheid  Handbook 
was  classical  Omond  in  its 
reliability,  his  meticulous 
phwlriTig  and  re-checking  en- 
suring its  full  value  as  a de- 
pendable source,  while  the 
book  he  co-authored  on  eco- 
nomic sanctions  was  the  best 
of  its  kind. 

Yet  much  of  his  writing, 
except  on  subjects  he  cared 
passionately  about,  was 
rather  inhibited,  much*  litra 
his  public  manwpr  — ‘ tftfl 
quiet  voice,  the  long  silences. 
and  sometimes  the  apparent 
excruciation  of  holding  in  a 
loud  laugh  at  all  costs,  with 
clenched  teeth,  closed  lips, 
shaking  shoulders  and  eyes 
watering  copiously  from  sup- 
pressed hilarity. 

I remember  my  first  meet- 
ing with  him  when  he  was 
only  19,  one  of  several  young 
leaders  of  the  National  Union 
of  South  African  Students 
threatened  by  fee  Vorster 
government  for  organising 
campus  demonstrations 
against  the  apartheid  laws. 

At  that  time  Roger  was  shy 
and  slight  not  the  big  man  he 
was  to  become,  and  soon  after 
graduating  from  Rhodes  he 
joined  us  and  was  immedi- 
ately brilliant  in  subbing, 
writing,  page  layout  — in  feet 
anything  thrown  at  him.  A 
few  years  later  he  was  doing 
the  mandatory  stretch  on 
Fleet  Street  subbing  on  the 
Times,  when  I phoned  to  offer 
him  the  post  of  night  editor. 
This  Tweawt  that  in  hia  mid- 
twenties  he  had  leapfrogged 
more  than  40  more  senior 
members  of  -staff  becoming 
South  Africa’s  highest-paid 
editorial  executive  of  his  age. 
He  was  good  value  for  it 


Unhinged . . . Martin  Balsam,  scene-stealer  as  a crazed  army  officer  in  Catch-22 
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Regular  guy  on  screen 


ARTIN  Balsam, 
who  has  died 
aged  76  while 
holidaying  in 
Rome,  had  the 
kind  of  commonplace  looks 
one  would  not  give  a second 
glance  to  in  the  street  or  on 
the  subway,  but  which  held 
one  absorbed  on  screen. 
Though  be  almost  never  got 
top  billing,  he  offered  sterling 
support  to  many  stars,  often 
stealing  scenes  from  them. 

Thick-set  round-faced,  wife 
a button  nose,  and  balding,  he 
was  the  kind  of  actor  bom  to 
play  proletarians,  though  his 
soft  voice,  wry  smile  and  in- 
telligent eyes  gave  him  the  air 
of  someone  who  could  do 
much  better  for  himself. 

Bom  in  the  Bronx.  Balsam 
had  no  trouble  identifying 
with  the  ordinary  working 
guy  because  of  the  jobs  he 
took  — mechanic,  salesman, 
radio  operator,  waiter,  and 
usher  — while  studying 
nights  at  the  New  School  for 
Social  Research  in  New  York. 


After  serving  in  the  army 
as  a combat  engineer  and  In 
the  airforce,  he  gained  valu- 
able acting  experience  wife 
various  touring  companies, 
and  played  a murderer  in 
Macbeth.  Michael  Redgrave's 
New  York  debut  in  1948. 

After  roles  in  two  Tennes- 
see Williams  plays  on  Broad- 
way, The  Rose  Tattoo  (1951) 
and  flam  inn  Real  (1963).  he 
made  a hardly  noticeable 
entry  into  films  as  one  of  the 
longshoremen  in  On  The 
Waterfront  (1954). 

It  was.  however,  as  the 
easy-going  foreman  of  the 
jury  in  .Sidney  Lumet's  12 
Angry  Men  (1957),  .that 
Balsam  assured  his  plaice  in 
cinema  history.  His  moment 
in  the  film  comes  when  be 
chats  quietly  tn  Henry  Fonda 
about  the  pleasure  he  gets 
from  baseball,  his  face  beam- 
ing as  much  wife  pleasure  as 
perspiration  as  they  stand 
looking  out  of  the  window  of 
tiie  stifling  jury  room. 

The  other  role  that  estab- 


lishd  him  forever  in  the  mind 
of  audiences  was  as  Milton 
Arbogast  the  private  detec-  < 
i tive  who  meets  a chilling  end 
, when  sent  to  snoop  around 
the  Bates  Motel  in  Psycho 
(I960). 

As  he  feces  Norman  Bates  j 
(Anthony  Perkins),  .he  im- 
plies that  Norman  had  been 
used  by  the  wagging  woman. 
‘Tm  not  capable  of  being 
fooled.  Not  even  by  a wom- 
an!” Bates  insists.  Balsam 
smiles  slyly  and  replies  softly, 
“Well,  it’s  not  a slur  on  your 
manhood.” 

For  this  confrontation, 
Alfred  Hitchcock  encouraged: 
the  two  actors  to  And  their 
own  rhythms  and  overlap 
each  other’s  dialogue.  The 
first  time  they  did  it  in  one 
take,  the  crew  applauded 
spontaneously.  It  was  the 
kind  of  improvisatory  chal- 
lenge Raiaam  enjoyed,  coining 
as  be  did  from  fee  famous 
Actors  Studio. 

In  1965,  Balsam  won  his 
only  Oscar  as  Best  Support- 


ing Actor  in  A Thousand 
Clowns  in  the  part  of  the  go- 
getting  brother  of  hack  TV 
gag  writer  Jason  Robaitis. 
The  fact  is.  he  could  have  won 
the  award  for  any  number  of 
other  parts.  Two  years  later, 
he  gained  a Tony  award  for  a 
triple  role  on  Broadway  in  I 
Can’t  Hear  You  When  The 
Water’s  Running. 

Outside  the  run  of  ordinary 
people,  he  was  splendid  as  the 
subway  train  hijacker  wife  a 
cold  in  The  Taking  Of  Pelham 
One  Two  Three  (1974).  was 

one  of  the  crazed  army  offi- 
cers in  Catch-22  (1970),  and 
maite  a meal  of  the  part  of  the 
outrageously  camp  antique 
dealer  in  Lumet's  The  Ander- 
son Tapes  (1971)  — stereo- 
typed gay  he  may  have  been, 
but  it  was  made  amusing  by 
the  feet  that  he  was  portrayed 

by  the  usually  ultra-normal 
actor. 

Balaam  who  was  married 
three  times,  his’ second  wife 
being  the  actress  Joyce  Van 
Patten,  was  never  out  of 


work,  either  an  TV  or  film.  In 
the  1980s,  he  played  the  Jew- 
ish business  partner  of  the 
American  Alf  Garnett  (Car- 
roll  O’Connor)  in  Archie 
Banker’s  Place,  and  was  a 
Sicilian  mafiowo  tn  t j>  piovra 
(The  Octopus),  one  of  the 
most  popular  Italian  TV 
series. 

Among  his  50  or  so  screen 
appearances,  he  made  a par- 
ticularly strong  impression 
in  Summer  Wishes,  Winter 
Dreams  (1973)  as  menopausal 
Joanne  Woodward's  sympa- 
thetic oculist  husband,  lead- 
lng  a boring  existence,  hi  the 
movie's  most  touching  scene. 
Balsam  returns  to  Europe 
where  26  year  earlier,  during 
the  second  world  war,  he  ex- 
perienced the  only  real  ex- 
citement his  life  was  to 
know. 


Ronald  Borg  on 


Martin  Balsam,  actor,  bom  No- 
vember 4,  1919;  died  February 
13,1996 


Adolf  Galland 


Hitler’s  fighter  ace 

ADOLF  Galland,  who  [ June  1941.  In  November,  when  I Goring  and  Hitler  led  to  two 
has  died  at  the  age  of  Werner  Miilders,  the  only  air-  blunders  which  Galland  bit- 
83.  was  the  wartime  man  before  Galland  to  win  fee  terly  but  vainly  opposed. 
Luftwaffe’s  most  Knight's  Cross  wife  Oak-  Fighter  strength  was  wfait- 


ADOLF  Galland,  who 
has  died  at  the  age  of 
83.  was  the  wartime 
Luftwaffe’s  most 
senior  fighter  pilot;  a veteran 
erf  the  Battle  of  Britain  who 
became  one  of  the  select  band 
of  German  war  heroes  ad- 
mired by  their  British  enemy. 

Germany  was  denied  an  air 
force  until  Hitler  tore  up  the 
Treaty  of  Versailles  so  Gal- 
land and  his  ilk  took  up  glid- 
ing and  Hew  fbr  Lufthansa 
(which  secretly  developed  mil- 
itary planes  and  pilots)  until 
the  Luftwaffe  sprang  out  hilly 
armed  with  1,888  planes  in 
1935. 

He  then  transferred  to  the 
Richthofen  Fighter  Group  — 
named  after  Germany’s  lead 
tog  ace  of  the  first  world  war 
— and  volunteered  to  fight  for 
Franco  in  Spain.  la  the  course 
of  300  missions  he  developed 
the  advanced  groundrsupport 
tactics  which  would  be  devas- 
tatmgly  applied  in  the  Blitz- 
krieg years  erf  1939-41. 

Galland  flew  ground-attack 
missions  tn  fee  invasion  of 
Poland  which  started  the 
second  world  war  and  then 


June  1941.  In  November,  when 
Werner  Miilders,  flic  only  air- 
man before  Galland  to  win  fee 
Knight's  Cross  with  Oak- 
leaves.  Swords  and  Diamonds, 
was  killed  in  an  air  crash, 
Galland  succeeded  him  as  In- 
spector of  Fighters. 

While  commanding  fighter 
operations  in  France  in  1941, 
it  was  Galland  who  authorised 
help  for  the  legless  Douglas 
Bader  by  sending  a telegram 
in  German  to  London  request- 
ing a replacement  steel  leg  for 
the  captured  RAF  man.  De- 
spite Fighter  Command’s  will- 
ingness to  allow  one  to  be 
parachuted  in.  Downing 
Street  was  adamant  feat  the 
drop  could  only  be  part  of  a 
routine  bombing  raid.  A sortie 
went  out  and  was  reluctantly 
“buzzed"  by  the  Germans  be- 
fore fee  RAF  made  the  drop 
and  returned  home.  This  ges- 
ture earned  Galland  the 
respect  of  his  enemy. 


joined  fee  staff.  Tn  April  1940 
he  was  promoted  colonel  in 


AdolTGalland  — scored  103  Tolls’ 


he  was  promoted  colonel  in 
command  of  Fighter  Group  26 
and  led  his  pilots  to  victory 
over  the  French  and  Belgian 
air  forces,  scoring  his  first 
three  “kills”  of  a total  of  103. 

Alter  fee  Battle  erf  Britain 
Galland  went  east  for  the  inva- 
sion  of  the  Soviet  Union  to 


IN  1942  he  became  the 
youngest  German  general 
at  the  age  of  30  and 
returned  to  the  west  to 
mastermind  cover  for  fee 
“Channel  Dash"  — three  Nazi 
warships  humiliated  the 
Royal  Navy  and  RAF  by  sail- 
tog  up  the  Channel  from  Brest  | 
to  daylight. 

As  the  Allied  bomber  on- 
slaught mounted  from  1942, 
Galland’s  fighters  were  in- 
creasingly overstretched. 
Strategic  incomprehension  by 


Goring  and  Hitler  led  to  two 
blunders  which  Galland  bit- 
terly but  vainly  opposed. 

Fighter  strength  was  whit- 
tled away  more  and  more  In 
minor  operations  at  the  front 
when  the  Luftwaffe’s  strength 
should  have  been  built  up  at 
home  against  few  Allied  bomb- 
ers as  they  at  last  began  to 
lame  the  German  war  effort 

And  when  Germany  gamed 
a world  lead  with  the  first 
Messerschmitt  262  operational 
jets,  Hitler  insisted  they  serve 
as  bombers,  causing  a delay  to 
production  which  meant  that 
they  too  were  dissipated  when 
finally  deployed  as  fighters, 
too  few  and  too  late,  in  1945. 

T.ipiitenant.flftnpral  Galland 

was  dismissed  for- insubordi- 
nation in  January  1945  and 
became  the  world’s  most 
senior  combat  pilot  as  com- 
mander of  Fighter  Group  44, 
flying  the  Me  262.  He  was  shot 
down  by  an  American  to  fee 
last  fortnight  of  fee  war  but 
was  not  seriously  injured. 

Post-war  he  went  to  Argen- 
tina as  an  adviser  to  Peron’s 
air  force  before  returning  to 
West  Germany  as  an  aviation 
consultant  He  published  his 
memoirs.  The  First  And  The 
Last  in  German  and  Rngifch, 
in  fee  fifties. 


Roger  Omond . . - ditched  his  inhibitions  photo  kapen  fuchs 


because  it  meant  be  vetted  all 
copy  through  to  the  final  edi- 
tion at  a time  when  we  were 
being  subjected  to  cbuhtle&s 
threats  of  prosecution  under 
the  publication  laws.  The  joke 
was  that  he  was  my  editorial 
minder,  and  he  was  so  good  at 
it  that  although  I was  prose- 
cuted 14  times  during  my  12 
years  of  editorship  I was 
never  convicted.  Roger  had 
sussed  the  system. 

Those  were  indeed  Alice  to 
Wonderland  years, ' and 
throughout  that  time  when 
my  family  and  I were  the 
targets  of  threats  and  repri- 
sals because  erf  our  friendship 
wife  Steve  Biko,  Roger  and 
Mary  Omond  were  our  con- 
stant allies  and  friends,  even- 
tually carrying  a vital  mes- 
sage more  than  150  miles  at 


Although  I was 
prosecuted  14.times 
during  my  editorship. 


was  never 


convicted.  Roger  had 
sussed  the  system 


risk  of  police  roadblocks  to 
help  set  up  our  escape  from 
South  Africa. 

They  followed  soon  after 
and  we  had  a reunion  in  Lon- 
don, as  planned,  where  we 
toasted  our  entry  into  exile. 

Roger  now  began  to  pro- 
duce not  only  articles  but 
books,  often  after  a foil  sub- 
bing stmt  But  typically  his 
style  tended  in  file'  main  to 
Stay  inhibited  — until’  he 
found  be  had  lung  cancer 
requiring  radical  surgery.  He 
ditched  his  inhibitions  and 
his  writing  flowered  as  never 
before  as  he  produced  the 
powerful  pieces  for  the 
Guardian  about  his  various 
operations  and  their  effects.  It 
seemed  to  me  some  of  the 
strongest  stuff  Td  ever  read 
by  someone  in  terminal 
illness. 

What  made  his  burden 
harder  to  bear  until  he  came 
to  terms  with  it  was  the  cruel 
timing  of  the  first  prognosis. 
He  had  been  appointed  editor- 
designate  of  the  Dispatch, 
news  which  delighted  all  of  us 
who  knew  him,  and  was  excit- 
edly planning  fire  move  to 
South  Africa  when  the  first 
cancer  was  diagnosed.  When 
the  Dispatch  directors  can- 
celled the  appointment  after 
the  second  cancer  was  discov- 
ered his  bitter  disappoint- 
ment was  exceeded  only  by 
that  of  the  young  journalists 
there  who  were  looking  for- 
ward so  keenly  to  his  leader- 
ship. He  would  have  been  the 
ideal  editor  of  that  paper  in 
that  region  at  this  time,  dur- 
ing a stage  when  the  brave 
South  African  entry,  into  de- 
mocracy and  reconciliation 


could  only  have  benefited 
from  his  ability  and  his  deep 
background  of  knowledge  of 
the  Eastern  Cape,  home 
region  of  the  Mandelas.  So- 
bukwes  and  Bikos. 

But  by  this  time  many  to 
whom  he  mattered  a great 
deal,  including  myself,  were 
working  to  ensure  that  be 
stayed  in  London  when?  lie 
could  receive  the  best  medical 
treatment  in  the  ordeal  ahead 
of  him.  The  extraordinary 
battle  to  save  his  life  and  to 
ease  his  passage  out  of  it  .ns 
painlessly  as  possible  was  for 
us  who  witnessed  it  a sublime 
example  of  the  much-ma- 
ligned National  Health  Ser- 
vice at  its  magnificent  best. 

When  my  wife  and  I went  to 
see  Roger  in  the  intensive 
care  unit  at  Brompton  Hospi- 
tal last  week  he  seemed 
deeply  unconscious,  yet  when 
we  talked  to  him  and  asked  if 
he  knew  we  were  there  he 
opened  his  eyes  and  nodded 
slightly,  and  though  we  were 
elated  at  the  brief  communi- 
cation we  knew  it  was  our 
last  with  him. 

It  is  hard  to  say  goodbye  to 
such  an  old  friend  knowing  it 
Is  for  the  last  time  and  it 
seemed  a strange  thought, 
hard  to  get  used  to.  after  more 
than  30  years  of  partying  and 
campaigning  and.  for  me.  a 
journalistic  alliance  of  a life- 
time. But  what  we'll  remem- 
ber most  of  all  is  Roger's 
courage,  not  only  in  the  cam- 
paign against  apartheid  but 
in  chronicling  his  own  last 
look  at  life. 


Donald  Woods 


Roger  Omond.  journalist,  born 
December.  2,  1944;  died  Febru- 
ary 12, 1996 
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MLR  AFTER 
DEATH? 


We  do.  Kidney  research  saves 
fives.  So  do  legaoes.  j 


cncH? 


RESEARCH  FUND 


3 Ambers  Court,  Stukelay 
Road,  Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire  PE1B  6XG 
Telephone  01480  454828 
Regbtend  Charity  No.  2S2BB2 


Death  Notices 


ALL90P.  Itownt  Run  Broadboot.  dli-d 
on  February  Silt,  wilo  ol  tha  late  Georgo 
Ailsap  and  mother  ot  Stephen  and  Sarah 
Much  loved  by  faintly  ana  mends.  Funeral 
a SI  Paul’s  Church.  CompstalL  CheaNro 
Friday  T«h  February  1 Mom.  Sharpies 
Funeral  Dtroctora.  15S  Stodmort  Road. 
Manna.  Cheshire.  Tol  0161  427  2079 
BIRD.  Leonard  Arttu.  lot  Scarfcoiough) 
on  tfta  Sth  February  1896  in  hospital  follow- 
ing a road  accKtert  aged  as  Husband  M 


Birthdays 


AdoK  Galland,  fighter  pilot,  bom 
March  19,  1912;  died  February  9. 
1996 


Prof  Evelyn  Ebsworth,  vice- 
chancellor,  Durham  Universi- 
ty, 63:  Prince  Hans  Adam  EL, 1 
ruler  erf  Liechtenstein.  51;  i 
Kevin  Keegan,  football  man- 
ager, 45;  Anita  Klein,  painter 1 
and  prtotmaker,  36;  Chris  i 


Lewis,  cricketer.  28;  Count- 
ess Mountbatten  of  Burma, 
72;  Alan'  Parker,  film-  direc- 
tor, 52;  Donna  Shafclk.  US 
Secretary  far  Health,  55;  Sir 
Joceiyn  Stevens,  chairman, 
English  Heritage,  64. 


n»  Wo  Eleanor,  falhar  of  Maxwell  and 
Anita.  A meeting  to  give  thanks  lor  hie  Ills 
•fll  be  hold  on  Sahaday  77th  February  at 
230pm  In  me  blends  meeting  house  iQuak- 
«>  4 Percy  Street  Hull . No  llowera 
clean,  donations  U desired  la  Cancer 
Research 

KAY.  Alfred  Woraiey,  on  February  10th 
1996  peacefully  in  hospital  and  ol  Ecdes. 
AJtred  aged  66  years  The  deerty  loved 
husband  at  Malty,  much  loved  rather  of 
Susan  end  Andrew,  dear  grandfather  of 
Merlin  and  Steven.  Ha  win  be  sadly 
miaaed.  Family  flowers  only  please,  dona- 
tions tn  Ueu  to  The  Parkinson  Disease  Soci- 
ety. Service  and  Commute!  at  Ageeroft  Cre- 
maiorlum.  Sallord  on  Thursday  15th 


February  ai  1000am.  Enquiries  Lo  Ci-od 
Funeral  Service.  Ecdes  Tel  0161  789  3083 


°LD,3y»H  Mary, on  Wednesday  7th  Fooru- 
ary  TBWDearly  loved  wife,  mother,  friend 


announcement  telephone 


Jackdaw 


Love  lines 


Q.  HOW  DO  I write  a love 
poem? 

A.  The  fust  thing  to  acquire 
would  be  a rhyming 
dictionary . . . Then  you  will 
need  an  anthology  of  love 
poems ...  You  don’t  want  to 
palm  offlines  like  “Come  live 
with  me  and  be  my  love”  or 
“Go.  lovely  rose"  as  if  they 
were  your  own.  in  case  your 
loved  one  was  an  English 
major ...  As  you  sit  to  write, 
try  to  be  sincere  and  particu- 
lar but  not  overly  so.  Love  is  a 
synthesising  emotion,  an 
emotional  union  with  the 
chemical  madness  that  com- 
pels species  to  propagate,  so 
don't  feel  obliged  to  particu- 


larise every  birthmark  on 
your  beloved's  backside  or  in- 
clude her  middle  name  if  if  s 
a long  one.  On  the  other  hand, 
don't  make  the  poem  so  gen- 
eral she  thinks  this  could  be  a 
generic  poem  you  use  on 
everybody . . . You  need  only 
her.  remember.  Go  easy  on 
the  irony  and  clanging!  allu- 
sions, in  the  high- 17th-cen- 
tury manner,  those  poets 
were  fun  turning  in  a culture 
more  print  literate  than  ours. 
Our  brains  are  becoming 
more  and  more  like  comput- 
ers, and  you  don’t  press  two 
keys  at  once.  Actually,  you 
do,  but  don’t  try  it  in  a love 
poem. 

Before  you  plunge  into  that 
rhyming  dictionary,  in  fact, 
you  might  consider  whether 
your  love  object  will  be 
turned  qffbya  poem  and  find 
the  Imageofyou  hunkered  at 
ytour  work-table  with  a box  erf 
dusty-rose  stationery  ridicu- 
lous. Maybe  a brief  fox  would 
do.  If  she's  a career  woman.  Or 
a bulletin  on  fee  Internet  If 
she’s  a subscriber. 

John  Updike  gives  his  instant 
guide  to  writing  a love  poem  in 
“My  Love  Is  Like. . . Chk".  in 
' the  US  edition  of  Esquire, 


Office  code 


MEMO:  To  all  employees. 
FROM:  Human  Resources. 
RE:  Revised  Corporate  Dress 
Code. 


In  view  of  fee  enthusiastic 
response  to  our  “Casual" 
Friday  policy,  we  are 
instituting  four  new  wardrobe 
categories,  one  for  each  day  of 
the  week,  effective 
immediately.  They  are: 

1.  “Downtown"  Monday. 
Funky  club  attire,  Italian 
designer  labels.  Bring  your 
"shades”.  (These  should  be 
removed  for  meetings  with 
clients.)  Be  there  at  fee  weekly 

planning  mpnting  or  be 

square. 

2.  “Formal"  Tuesdays 
(Creative  Black  Tie).  The 
standard  tuxedo  or  Its 
equivalent  An  exercise  in 
elegance  and  sobriety.  Here's  , 
our  chance  to  bring  that 
special  “touch  of  class"  to 
everything  we  do.  be  it 
organising  a presentation  for 
fee  shareholders’  meeting  or 
collective  photocopies. 

3.  “Drag”  Wednesdays.  Recent 
studies  show  that  drag  in  fee 
workplace  promotes  trust  and 


imripntfei  niling,  an  man  and 

women  share  lipsticks  and 
swap  clothes.  "An 
introduction  to  Makeup  and 
Its  Application”,  a one-time 
only  seminar,  will  be  held  at 
Ram  this  Wednesday  to  the 
18th-floor  conference  room. 
Sorry,  no  more  than  one 
Vogue  subscription  to  a 
department. 

4.  “Active"  Thursdays.  Game 
time!  Jogging  suits,  ski  togs, 
i football  gear.  Come  dressed  in 
I the  uniform  of  your  favourite 
isport — sports  being,  of 
i course  a metaphor  for  the 
; competitive  marketplace  to 
1 which  we  operate.  Even  if 
i yours  is  a solo  activity, 

, Thursdays  provide  you  wife 
fee  opportunity  to  prove  that 
you  know  how  to  be  a "team 
player". 

Fridays  will  remain 
“Casual”. 

Loans  for  purchases  of 
clothes  and  accessories  will  be 
available  through  fee  credit 
union. 

Thank  you  for  your  ■ 
cooperation. 

Holly  Bntbach  takes  a theme  to 
an  extreme  in  ~T  he  Changing 
workplace"from  the  New 
York  Times  magazine 


Little  brother 


LIKE  A thousand  insect-eyes 
glimmering  in  shadow,  they 
are  watching  you.  Not  Big 
Brother,  quite.  Rather, 
hordes  of  little  toothers  gath- 
ering scraps  of  data — each  of 
these,  to  itself  harmless  and 
dulL  Note  fee  bar-code  an  our 
front  cover,  which,  combined 
wife  a credit-card  at  fiie 
newsagent's  desk,  could 
reveal  when,  where  and  by 
whom  this  newspaper  was 
bought  Need  a list  of  single 
mate  camping  enthusiasts 
who  live  in  high-income 
areas  and  read  poetry?  It  can 
be  had  for  the  asking ...  Is 
there  a method  of  regulation 
that  would  allow  the  eco- 
nomic benefits  of  copious  in- 
formation to  be  enjoyed  while 
still  defending  privacy  for 
those  who  value  it?  A promis- 
ing approach  is  to  require  fee 
information-gatherer  to  gain 
permission  for  subsequent 
use.  This  idea  informs  a 
recent  European  Union  di- 
rective on  data  protection. 
Under  the  directive,  which 
governments  must  act  upon 
by  1998,  consumers  have  to  be 
notified  in  advance  of  how  a 


company  would  like  to  use 
their  names  and  of  fee  infor- 
mation that  is  attached  to 
them.  They  can  say  no  to  such 
use;  if  they  say  yes,  they  have 
the  right  to  know  where  their 
data  has  gone . . . Admittedly, 
enforcing  the  consent-rule 
would  be  difficult  But  it  is 
worth  a try.  It  would  give  in- 
formation-gatherers a push 
in  fee  right  direction — oblig- 
ing most  of  them,  in  effect,  to 
count  fee  erosion  of  privacy 


as  a cost  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count without  blocking  the 
flow  of  all  such  information. 
The  Economist  endorses  one 
proposed  solution  to  the  threat 
to  privacy  posed  by  the  "digital 
revolution". 


Put  it  out! 


• Vi.-' 


DEAR  MARVIN. 
Iama24ryear-oldgayman 
who  lives  in  New  York  City.  I 
began  smoking  cigars  when  a 
professor  of  mine  at  New 
York  University  handed 
them  out  to  celebrate  the  ’ 
birth  ofhis  baby  boy.  I was  19 
at  the  time . . . Sadly,  I have 
come  across  many  people 
who  make  sweeping  Judg- 
ments about  me  both  because 
I am  gay  and  because  I smoke 
cigars.  It  is  ironic,  Marvin, 
how  similar  these  judgments 
arel  to  feet,  many  of  your  het- 
erosexual readers  have  a very 
good  idea  how  it  feels  to  be 
gay  in  America  because  of  the 
feet  that  they  smoke  cigars 
and  receive  fee  same  type  of 
persecution ...  I still  remem- 
ber the  day  when  a very  large 
woman  lectured  me  about 
how  my  health  would  suffer  if 
I continued  to  smoke.  I don’t 


know  about  her.  but  I work 
out  three  times  a week,  swim 
three  times  a week,  roller 
blade  every  day  and  eat  a low 
fat  diet 

The  hope  for  tolerance  that 
all  cigar  smokers  have  is 
very  similar  to  the  hope  that 
my  gay  brothers  and  sisters 
have . . . We  should  all  get 
together  and  tell  the  govern- 
ment to  stay  out  of  our 
smoking  rooms  and  out  of 
our  bedrooms.  It  really  is 
true  that  when  we  fight  for 
the  rights  of  one  group,  we 
are  in  turn  fighting  for  the 
rights  of  alL 

Another  extract  from  "Out  of 
the  Humidor ' ’.  the  lettei-s  pace 
qr  Cigar  Aficionado,  featur- 
ing a cigar-toting  Linda  Evan- 
gelista on  the  cover.  This  letter 
teas  written  by  Christopher 
Lumparello  of Neur  York. 
Thanks  to  Martin  Colyer. 


Jackdaw  wants  your  jewels.  E- 
mailjackdaiv^guardian- 

71-713  4366;  Jack- 
daw, The  Guardian.  113 
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Assistant  ‘helped 
launder  Nadir  cash’ 

Jury  told  of  theft 
to  pay  debts 


Dan  Atkinson 


Tycoon  Asii  Nadir 
stole  £393,050  from  his 
Polly  Peck  trading 
empire  to  meet  pri- 
vate debts,  and  used  his  per- 
sonal assistant,  Elizabeth  For- 
syth. to  launder  the  money, 
an  Old  Bailey  court  was  told 
yesterday.  She  handled  the 
money  knowing  or  believing 
it  to  be  stolen,  according  to 
the  Crown. 

It  was  the  first  full  criminal 
trial  resulting  from  the  col- 
lapse of  Polly  Peck  in  1990 
with  debts  now  estimated  at 
more  than  £2  billion.  Mr 
Nadir  left  Britain  in  1993  and 
is  in  Cyprus. 

“By  19&)  it  was  still  poss- 
ible for  him  {Mr  Nadir]  to 
sign  company  cheques  with- 
out limit  of  value  on  his 
own,"  said  David  Calvert- 
Smith,  prosecuting.  Only  the 
law  or  his  own  conscience 
stood  in  his  way. 

The  law  did  not  permit  a 
company's  money  to  be  used 
for  purposes  such  as  paying 
Mr  Nadir's  debts,  said  the 
Crown,  and  ‘Tiis  conscience 
failed  to  prevent  him  . . . from 
committing . . . theft". 

Mrs  Forsyth  "knew  or  be- 


lieved that  the  money  was 
stolen"  when  she  handled  it, 
said  Mr  Calvert-Smith.  He 
was  opening  the  Crown  case 
against  Mrs  Forsyth  on  two 
ehftrgpg  Of  handling  stolen 
properly.  The  59-year-old  for- 
mer banker  and  company 
chairman,  who  lives  In  Great 
Dunmow,  Rsagg,  has  pleaded 
not  guilty. 

On  the  first  count,  she  de- 
nies that,  between  October  16 
and  20. 1989,  she  undertook  or 
assisted  in  handling  a 
£307,000  credit  by  or  for  the 
benefit  of  another,  in 
Handlesfinanzbank  Geneva, 
knowing  or  believing  it  to  be 
stolen.  On  the  second  count 
she  denies  that  between  Octo- 
ber 16  and  October  20,  1989, 
she  undertook  or  assisted  in 
handling  £86.050  cash,  by  or 
for  file  benefit  of  another, 
knowing  or  believing  it  to  be 
stolen. 

Mrs  Forsyth  was  repre- 
sented by  Geoffrey  Robertson 
QC,  and  sat  with  her  solicitor 
Peter  Krivtoskas.  Mr  Justice 
Tucker  presided  in  the  mod- 
em courtroom,  designed  for 
complex  fraud  trials  and 
housed  In  an  Old  Bailey  satel- 
lite building 

Mr  Calvert-Smith  said  that, 
in  1989,  Mr  Nadir  had  been 


Rebel  pressure  leaves 
Famell  deal  in  doubt 


Patrick  Donovan 
City  Editor 


PLANS  by  Faraell  Elec- 
tronics to  buy  US-based 
Premier  Industrial  Cor- 
poration in  a £1.85  billion 
agreed  deal  were  last  night 
hanging  In  the  balance  as  one 
of  the  company's  former  di- 
rectors drummed  up  investor 
opposition  in  advance  of 
tomorrow's  key  shareholders 
extraordinary  general  meet- 
ing. 

The  dissident  shareholders 
are  likely  to  be  joined  by  Nop 
wich  Union  and  Prudential 
which  are  widely  expected  to 
pledge  their  combined  9.5  per 
cent  holding  against  the  deal, 
it  emerged  yesterday.  Neither 
would  comment  on  their  vot- 
ing intentions. 

The  opposition  votes  will  be 
added  to  the  7.5  per  cent  bold- 
ing voted  publicly  by  Legal  & 
General  and  Standard  Life, 
making  it  increasingly  uncer- 
tain whether  Parnell's  chief 
executive,  Howard  Poulson, 
will  be  able  to  muster  the  nec- 


essary 75  per  cent  sharehold- 
ers' majority  at  tomorrow's 
Yorkshire  egm. 

A well-placed  Parnell 
source  yesterday  admitted 
that  ‘‘things  will  be  tight", 
but  refused  to  be  quoted  pub- 
licly. 

Eric  Hall,  who  was  ousted 
from  his  job  as  a Famell  di- 
rector four  years  ago,  yester- 
day joined  together  with 
other  former  executives  to 
call  on  City  institutions  to  op- 
pose the  deal 

His  initiative  is  being  sup- 
ported by  the  UK  Sharehold- 
ers Association,  which  yester- 
day said  that  it  was  calling  an 
Parnell's  private  sharehold- 
ers to  oppose  the  deal 

“As  shareholders  we  feel 
that  this  is  a bridge  to  for”, 
said  a spokesman  for  the 
UKSA,  pointing  out  that  sev- 
eral other  similar  Anglo- 
American  mergers  have 
foiled  over  the  past  few  years. 

In  a statement  circulated  to 
City  fond  managers  yester- 
day, Mr  Hall  said:  “We  the  ex- 
managers and  executives  of 
Faraell  Electronics  are  obvi- 


Governor  signals 
inflation  danger 


Sarah  Ryle 


HE  Governor  of  the 
Sank  of  England.  Ed 
lie  George,  last  night 
itted  that 'he  and  the 
icellor  of  the  Bxcbe- 
, Kenneth  Clarke,  had 
ied  over  Last  mouth's 
n interest  rates. 

Hiking  on  the  eve  of 
Bank  of  England's 
terly  inflation  report, 
to  be  published  today, 
Seorfje  took  the  rare 
of  voicing  publicly  his 
[nuing  dispute  with  the' 
icellor  over  monetary 

eaking  his  usual 
ce  over  the  substance 
is  monthly  talks  with 
Clarke,  the  Governor 
e plain  his  concern 
it  inflationary  pros- 
He  warned  that  al- 
gh  short-term  infla- 
ary  pressures  were 
rely  benign",  in  Jhe 
term,  strengthening 
timer  activity  and  a 
ier  market  for  British 
>rts  could  threaten 
stability- 

here's  also  some  evi- 
:e  to  suggest  that 
>*s  a modest  pick-up  in 
settlements.  If  that 
to  feed  through  to  a 


more  rapid  increase  In 
earnings  that  too  could  be- 
come a factor,’'  he  said.  He 
told  BBC  Radio  Five  Live’s 
Financial  World  Tonight 
programme  that  the  differ- 
ences were  technical  rather 
than  about  the  agreed  ob- 
jective of  price  stability. 
“To  the  extent  that  we  took 
different  views,  it  would 
have  been  about  a narrow, 
a very  narrow  point.” 

Government  figures  pub- 
lished yesterday  showed 
that  the  volume  and  value 
of  new  bousing  orders 
plunged  last  year,  suggest- 
ing that  Mr  Clarke  was 
right  to  insist  on  January's 
cut  in  the  cost  of  lending  to 
6^5  per  cent.  . . 

According  to  the  latest 
data  from  the  Department 
of  the  Environment,  the 
volume  of  new  orders  for 
homes  in  1995  foil  by  about 
17  per  cent  on  the  previous 
year.  The  value  of  new 
housing  orders  was  provi- 
sionally estimated  at- 
£5,649  million,  against 
£6.833  million  in  1994. 

The  housing  industry 
reacted  gloomily  to  this  evi- 
dence contained  in 
figures  showing  the  British 
construction  industry 
gained  fewer  orders  last 
year  than  in  1994-  
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ously  the  management  often 
referred  to  by  analysts  and 
the  press  as  being  some  of  the 
key  people,  responsible  for  the 
outstanding  success  since  be- 
coming a pic. 

“At  this  point,  we  would 
also  mention  that  we  have  the 
support  of  many  former  and 
serving  employees,  managers 
and  executives  who  are  not  in 
a position  to  express  publicly 
their  opinions  or  cast  their 
vote  for  fear  that  the  details  of 
those  voting  are  monitored  by 
company  executives." 

The  acquisition  of  Farnell 
by  the  Premier  Industrial 
Corporation,  announced  late 
last  month,  is  aimed  at  creat- 
ing the  world's  third  largest 
electronic  component  distrib- 
utor. But  dissident  shareholfl- 
ers  are  concerned  about  the 
impact  of  the  deal  on 
eaxnings. 

There  are  also  worries 
about  the  ability  of  file  man- 
agement to  run  the  enlarged 
business.  Critics  say  that  the 
Farnell  tti  ana  cement  wQl  be 
unable  to  operate  the  com- 
pany cm  a global  scale. 


Cost-cutting 
BP  pledges 
dividends 
bonanza 


Patrick  Donovan 
CHy  Editor 


BRITISH  Petroleum  chair- 
man, Sir  David  Simon, 
yesterday  pledged  to  continue 
growth  in  dividends  as  he  an- 
nounced a 45  per  cent  in- 
crease in  the  shareholders’ 
payout  for  1995. 

The  o3  company's  cost-cut- 
ting blitz  is  set  to  add  another 
$2  billion  (£1.8  billion)  worth 
of  earnings  by  the  and  of  this 
financial  year,  he  said. 

Be  insisted  that  BP  was 
back  at  the  “top  of  the  pre- 
mier league"  within  the  oil 
industry,  generating  a 31  per 
cent  return  for  shareholders 
compared  to  an  FT  industrial 
index  average  of  20  per  cent 

With  the  fourth  quarter 
dividend  Increased  by  6per 
cent  to  425p,  die  year's  total 
dividend  comes  out  at  I525p. 
But  after  exceptional  charges 
relating  to  refinery  closures, 
the  replacement  cost  profits 
are  down  from  £1.515  billion 
to  £L120  billion  over  foe  full- 
year  period.  The  profits  were 
at  foe  bottom  of  City  expecta- 
tions and  shares  fell  QP  to 
536p. 

BF  expects  to  replace  its  oil 
production  with  new  supplies 
for  at  least  foe  next  10  years. 
A global  “repositioning"  of  its 
oil  exploration  portfolio  looks 
set  to  exploit  new  fields  in  Co- 
lombia, Norway  and  Venezu- 
ela. Hfs  also  well  advanced  in 
a huge  Azerbaijan  oil  pro- 
gramme mod  is  hoping  to  ex- 
plore for  gas  in  Algeria.  Oil 
prices  look  likely  to  remain  In 
the  516  to  $18  range. 


Oil  company  sets  record  for  tall  storeys 


chairman  of  Polly  Peck,  “a 
substantial  company”.  He 
had  needed  a large  sum  of  | 
money  to  pay  private  debts 
and  he  stole  the  money  from 

Polly  Peck,  using  Mrs  Forsyth 
to  launder  the  fonds. 

She  had  met  Mr  Nadir,  he 
said,  when  working  for  Citi- 
bank's Mayfair  branch, 
where  she  dealt  with  wealthy  1 
clients.  Two  years  later,  she 
left  the  bank  to  Join  Mr  Nadir  i 
as  big  personal  fhmweiwi  offi- 
cer and  assistant 

Mrs  Forsyth,  who  was' paid 
£45,000  a year,  “was  never  an , 
employee  of  Polly  Peck  Inter- 
national”, said  Mr  Calvert- 
Smith.  To  begin  with,  she  was 
a personal  employee  of  Mr 
Nadir  and  then  became  chair- 
man of  South  Anriley  Manage- 
ment (SAM),  a company  set 
up  to  manage  private  Nadir  | 
fondly  interests.  In  what  foe 
Crown  described  as  an  “en- 
tirely legitimate”  restructur- 
ing of  the  private  interests, 
with  “good  and  legitimate  tax 
reasons''  in  mind,  a company. 
South  Audley  Settlement,  was 
set  up  to  hold  various  private 
companies. 

One  of  these  companies, 
Baggrave  Farms  — which 
was  not  part  of  Polly  Peck  — | 
was  file  destination  of  the  al- 
legedly stolen  £88.050  men- 
tioned in  count  two,  said  Mr  | 
Calvert-Smith. 

The  money  mentioned  in 
count  one,  he  said,  was  used 
to  pay  stockbroking  debts  run 
up  in  relation  to  the  purchase 
of  Polly  Peck  shares. 

The  case  continues  today. 


Notebook 


Going  up . . . Malaysian  prime  minister  Mahathir  Mohamad,  right  oversees  topping-ont 
of  oil  company  Petronas’s  88-storey  Petranas  Towers,  Kuala  Lumpur,  set  to  become  the 
tallest  building  in  the  world  when  completed  at  the  end  of  this  year  photograph  davtoloh 


Railtrack  seeks  £1 ,5bn 
credit  line  before  sale 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  Editor 


iAILTRACK,  which 
runs  Britain’s  rail  and 
Itrack  signalling,  has  ap- 
plied to  its  12  banks  for  a 
credit  facility  to  raise  £1.5 
billion  before  its  expected 
sell-off  in  May. 

The  loan  win  reassure  In- 
vestors that  it  has  sufficient 
working  capital  to  meet  its 
obligations  without  relying 
on  government  support  The 
money  is  needed  to  pay  for 
Railtrack’s  extensive  pro- 
gramme of  network  mainte- 
nance and  improvement 

Railtrack  said  yesterday 
that  the  state  of  its  balance 
sheet  was  for  the  Government 
to  determine.  The  terms  of 
the  loan  will  be  announced 
with  the  prospectus  for  Rail- 
track's  sale. 

It  will  be  released  a few 


weeks  before  the  planned  flo- 
tation on  May  21. 

BZW  has  been  charged  with 
arranging  Railtrack’s  new 
credit  focillty  and  n other 
banks  have  been  invited  to 
join,  including  Midland, 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  and 
several  European  and  Asian 
banks.  Railtrack  has  plans  to 
spend  £1  billion  a year  for  foe 
next  10  years  on  infrastruc- 
ture and  station  improve- 
ments. 

City  analysts  suggested  last 
night  that  the  move  was  de- 
signed to  improve  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  Railtrack  to  poten- 
tial investors.  Among  its  new 
projects  are  foe  renovation  of 
the  West  Coast  main  line  and 
the  Heathrow  Express  from 
the  airport  to  Paddington 
station. 

The  Freight  Transport  As- 
sociation yesterday  called  for 
the  Government  to  pay  for 
charges  made  by  Railtrack  to 


run  freight  trains  on  its  lines. 
Such  a move  would  cost  less 
than  £200  million  a year  and 
would  have  the  effect  of  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  freight  oper- 
ations by  up  to  two  thirds  and 
thereby  stimulate  rail  traffic. 

David  Mathew,  chairman  of 
the  FTA  freight  council,  said: 
"Free  track  access  would  not 
only  result  in  substantial 
price  reductions,  but  would 
signal  the  Government’s  con- 
fidence in  the  new,  unproven 
market  structure  that  privati- 
sation has  created." 

• Labour  yesterday  de- 
manded that  rail  privatisa- 
tion be  suspended  after  it 
emerged  that  a leaked  Depart- 
ment of  Transport  memo  had 
questioned  the  sale  of  British 
Rail's  Eastleigh  maintenance 
depot,  near  Southampton.  It 
was  bought  by  a management 
buy-out  team  for  £7  million 
last  year,  largely  with  taxpay- 
ers' money. 


Union  leaders  try  to  rescue  whistleblowers’  bill 


Rfeftanf  Thomas 


TRADE  union  leaders  were 
I attempting  an  eleventh- 
hour  rescue  of  a bill  designed 
to  protect  people  who  blow 
the  whistle  on  malpractice  at 
work,  and  which  could  pre- 
vent fixture  BCd-style  col- 
lapses or  Maxwell  scandals. 

The  private  members  bill, 
which  has  all-party  support, 
would  provide  legal  defences 
against  dismissal  for  those 
who  disclose,  in  foe  public  in- 
terest, any  crime,  fraud  or 
serious  malpractice. 

A TUC  spokesman  said: 
“We  are  fully  behind  this  bill 
Too  often  people  are  afraid  to 
go  public  for  fear  of  losing 
their  jobs." 

The  TUC  has  written  to  ail 
MPs  urging  them  to  attend 
foe  debate  on  foe  bill,  sched- 
uled for  March  1,  in  an  at- 
tempt to  drum  up  foe  support 
of  at  least  100  MPs  — foe 
mbitffuim  that  is  required  if 


the  bill  Is  to  proceed  any 
further. 

The  sponsors  — who  in- 
clude Edwina  Currie,  as  well 
as  Labour  MP  Don  Touhig  — 
appealed  for  backing  from  the 
business  community  by 
stressing  the  safeguards  in 
the  bill  against  malicious  ac- 
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cusations  by  disgruntled 
workers.  To  receive  any  pro- 
tection, an  employee  must 
first  raise  the  issue  with  their 
own  superiors. 

Maurice  Frankel,  head  of 
the  Campaign  for  Freedom  of 
Information,  also  said  the 
proposal  was  pro-business. 
He  cited  foe  example  of  one 
whistleblower  who  told  the 
bosses  at  a large  supermarket 
chain  that  her  manager  was 
faking  sell-by  dates  on  foods. 

"This  sort  of  behaviour  is 
incredibly  market  sensitive  if 
it  gets  out.”  he  said.  This  bill 
protects  the  informant,  but  at 
the  same  time  gives  firms  foe 
opportunity  to  put  things 
right  — which  has  to  be  in 
their  interests.” 

The  Institute  of  Directors 
said  it  was  "broadly  support- 
ive" of  the  bill,  while  the  Con- 
federation of  British  Industry 
said  it  was  interested  in  pro- 
tecting whistleblowers,  but 
declined  to  comment  on  foe 
specific  measures. 


Spanish  custom 
at  work  in  City 


Edited  by 
Alex  B rummer 


THE  shortness  of  the 
City's  collective  memory 
is  quite  remarkable  at 
times.  Take  foe  reorganisa- 
tion going  on  at  foe  First 
Spanish  Investment  Trust, 
which  is  being  converted 
into,  of  all  things,  a vehicle 
investing  in  small  Australian 
holding  companies. 

Rather  than  reflecting  a de- 
sire to  switch  from  Iberian  to 
Australian  investment  — foe 
name  Is  changing  to  the  Aus- 
tralian Opportunities  Invest- 
ment Trust  — foe  reorganisa- 
tion, the  second  in  just  under 
three  years,  is  a reflection  of 
the  board's  concern  at  how 
the  trust  has  shrunk. 

Yet  this  shrinkage  itself  is 
mainly  down  to  the  way  foe 
directors  have  run  the  fund  in 
the  past  In  1993.  concerned  at 
the  hefty  discount  to  net  asset 
value  that  had  emerged,  they 
came  up  with  .complex  pro- 
posals to  replace  four-fifths  of 
the  share  capital  with  con- 
vertible loan  stock.  Investors 
were  allowed  to  sell  their  con- 
vertible stock  which  the  trust 
was  allowed  to  repurchase, 
needless  to  say,  at  a discount 
The  fund,  launched  in  July 
1987  — shortly  before  stock 
markets  in  Madrid  and  Lon- 
don crashed  — had  not  per^ 
formed  that  well  and  inves- 
tors rushed  to  cash  in  their 
holdings.  This  has  left  the 
trust  which  had  assets  worth 
£35  min  inn  at  its  launch,  with 
net  assets  of  around  £8 
million. 

So 'what'  is  behind  this 
second  reorganisation?  It 
seems  the  driving  force  is 
Duncan  Saville  who,  with 
nearly  30  per  cent  of  the 
shares,  is  the  biggest  share- 
holder. Mr  Saville  has  not 
only  offered  to  sell  the  trust  a 
portfolio  of  Australian 
shares,  but  has  also  suggested 
that  his  own  investment  com- 
pany becomes  the  new  invest- 
ment manager. 

The  trust's  existing  portfo- 
lio of  Spanish  shares  will  be 
sold,  coincidentally,  at  one  of 
those  rare  moments  when 
both  Spanish  equities  and  foe 
peseta  are  going  through  the 
roof.  In  feet  much  is  made  of 
the  prospects  for  foe  Spanish 
market  in  the  most  recent 
report  to  investors.  Share- 
holders wisely  deciding  that 
enough  is  enough  are  again 
being  given  the  chance  to 
cash  in  their  shares,  which  — 
surprise,  surprise  — the  trust 
has  agreed  to  buy  back  at  a 
discount 

Investors  who  want  to  stay 
should  ask  whether  the  same 
directors  who  performed  so 
badly  should  be  allowed  an- 
other bite  at  the  cherry.  They 
might  also  ponder  the  con- 
duct of  SBC  Warburg,  which 
is  backing  the  deal,  but  which 
is  also  advising  Pacific  Assets 
Trust  in  its  takeover  bid  for 
the  NM  Smaller  Australian 
Companies  Trust  For,  while 
Warburg  is  helping  Pacific 
Assets  convert  NM  Smaller 
Australian  away  from  being 


News  in  brief 


an  Aussie  fond,  it  is  at  foe 
same  time  helping  turn  First 
Spanish  into  one.  Manoeu- 
vres such  as  this  again  raise 
questions  about  the  quality  of 
City  advice  and  regulation. 


Changing  down 

EDZARD  Reuter  yester- 
day heralded  a signifi- 
cant turning-point  in 
post-war  German  industrial 
history  by  severing  his  links 
with  Daimler-Benz  after  more 
than  30  years.  His  resignation 
from  the  supervisory  board, 
just  nine  months  after  step- 
ping down  as  Daimler's  chief 
executive,  is  not  just  an  ac- 
knowledgment that  his  per- 
sonal strategy  of  the  rashly 
acquisitive  dash  to  turn  Ger- 
many’s largest  industrial  cor- 
poration into  an  “Integrated 
technology  conglomerate" 
brought  it,  almost  inexorably, 
to  its  record  £2.65  billion 
losses  last  year. 

It  also  demonstrates  that 
even  in  Germany  the  “fo- 
cussed” company  is  begin- 
ning to  take  the  upper  hand. 
Reuter's  successor,  Jurgen 
Schrempp,  has  already  tom 
up  large  quantities  of  his 
mentor’s  legacy  by  disman- 
tling AEG  and  pulling  out  of 
FOkker  which  together  ac- 
counted for  more  than  half  of 
last  year's  losses  (£1.7  billion). 

Schrempp  is  taking  back 
Daimler  to  its  automotive 
roots.  He  is  seeking  to  shed 
the  loss-making  Dornier, 
maker  of  the  328  turbo-prop 
regional  aircraft,  and  to 
merge  jet-engine  maker  MTU 
with  Rolls-Royce/BMW's 
joint  venture.  But  he  still  has 
much  to  do  to  make  Daimler 
fit  for  foe  21st  century:  devzse 
a clear  model  strategy  for 
Mercedes,  implement  a fur- 
ther slimming  cure  for  labour 
costs  and  help  persuade  part- 
ners like  British  Aerospace 
and  Aerospatiale  to  build  a 
pan-European  aircraft 
industry. 


Hollick’s  soap 

IT  MIGHT  have  been 
thought  that  Lord  Hollick 
has  enough  on  his  plate 
with  foe  proposed  £3  billion 
merger  with  Lord  Stevens 
only  just  off  the  presses.  But 
not  a bit  of  it  Now  the  once 
camera-shy  Labour  peer  is 
demonstrating  his  Murdoch- 
like  ambitions  by  chaTianging 
such  established  players  as 
Pearson,  Rank  and  Disney  in 
the  lucrative  theme  park 
business.  The  proposed 
£225  million  joint  investment 
with  Warner  Bros  — in  the 
heart  of  Britain's  green  belt 
— looks  a sensible  enough 
deal  which  will  restore  Brit- 
ain’s edge  in  film  production 

facilities. 

This  cranes  at  a time  when 
Hollywood  clearly  sees  Brit- 
ain as  a promising  offshore 
centre. 

For  Lord  Hollick  there  is 
the  additional  attraction  of 
using  foe  spare  production 
capacity  for  sourcing  mate- 
rial for  his  TV  outlets.  He  is 
even  considering  a home- 
grown soap  from  the  Hollick 
stable.  All  this  looks  very  ex- 
citing and  Lord  Hollick  has 
enough  cash  to  finance  the 
deaL  However,  investors  still 
trying  to  assess  the  United 
Newspaper  link  might  start  to 
fear  some  indigestion. 


Unilever  wins 
£1 7m  tax  case 

Unilever,  the  Anglo-Dutch 
group,  yesterday  won  an  Ap- 
peal Court  judgment  that  will 
save  it  £17  million  in  tax  even 
though  its  claims  were  lodged 
too  late.  Master  of  the  Rolls 
Sir  Thomas  Bingham  said  foe 
Inland  Revenue  abused  its 
power  in  abandoning  an 
understanding  with  the  com- 
pany over  the  timing  of 
claims.  He  said  Unilever  was 
“an  honest  and  compliant  tax- 
payer". 

BOC  deflated 

BOC  Group,  Britain's  largest 
industrial  gas  maker,  warned 
of  an  unexpected  slowdown  in 
demand  in  December.  Despite 
news  that  foe  group  had  in- 
creased its  profits  by  23  per 
cent  in  the  first  quarter  of  foe 
year.  BOC's  shares  dipped 
2 per  cent  to  923p  on  news  it 
expected  demand  in  foe  US  in* 
dustrial  gases  market  to 
slacken. 

AIB  profits  up 

Allied  Irish  Banks  pushed  its 
profits  up  9 per  cent  to 
£Ir372.6  (£890.6  million)  in 
1995  after  increasing  Its  loan 
book  and  reducing  bad  debts. 
Expansion  of  foe  Irish  econo- 


my last  year  saw  total  loans 
rise  by  12  per  cent 

Apple  for  teachers 

Apple  Computer  and  Cam- 
bridge-based Acorn  Computer 
yesterday  announced  a £5  mil- 
lion. joint  venture  in  the  Brit- 
ish educational  market, 
which  has  traditionally  used 
Acorn  computers  but  is  in- 
creasingly buying  IBM-com- 
patible PCs  using  Microsoft 
Windows. 

Singapore  bars  BICC 

Singapore  barred  BICC  and 
four  other  foreign  companies 
from  new  government  con- 
tracts for  five  years  after  they 
were  named  to  a corruption 
case,  a government  official 
said.  BICC  Supertension 
Cable,  Pirelli,  Siemens  and 
two  Japanese  companies  were 
named  to  court  documents  in 
foe  prosecution  last  Novem- 
ber of  Choy  Hon  Tim,  former 
deputy  chief  executive  of  foe 
Public  Utilities  Board,  who 
was  convicted  of  accepting 
bribes  from  a consultant  to 
the  companies. 

Car  gpoup  skids 

MORE  than  £9  million  was 
wiped  off  the  value  of  Euro- 
pean Motor  Holdings  after  the 
car  dealership  group  issued  a 
prefits  warning. 
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The  cost  of  covering  against  disaster  is  set  to  soar 

Insurance  threat 
to  nuclear  firms 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  February  14  199fi 


Simon  Beavisand 
Chris  Barrie 


THE  privatised  nuclear 
power  industry  may 
face  a soaring  insur- 
ance bill  to  protect  it- 
self against  the  risk  of  a 
major  disaster  if  the  recom- 
mendations of  a key  report  by 
WPs  is  accepted  by  the 
Government 

In  a second  blow  to  the  in- 
dustry's hopes,  nuclear  reac- 
tors may  also  lose  their  prior- 
ity status  in  the  electricity 
trading  system  because  the 
MPs  fear  they  will  otherwise 
have  an  unfair  advantage. 

The  recommendations  are 
included  in  a confidential 
draft  report  by  the  Trade  and 
Industry  Select  Committee  — 
tiie  contents  of  which  were 
first  revelaed  by  the  Guard- 
ian last  Saturday.  MPs  are 
due  to  meet  today  to  try  to 
agree  the  final  wording  of  the 
report. 

The  draft  report  recom- 
mends that  the  industry's 
newest  station,  Size  well  B,  be 


left  out  of  this  summer’s  sell- 
off  for  fear  the  sale  will  raise 
less  than  It  costs  to  build  the 
£2.9  billion  reactor. 

It  also  argues  that  Govern- 
ment money  for  a special 

ring-fenced  fund  to  pay  for 

cleaning- up  reactors  is  inade- 
quate and  the  cost  of  meeting 
uncovered  charges  for  decom- 
missioning and  waste  dis- 
posal could  render  the  indus- 
try uneconomic. 

But  the  recommendations 
on  nuclear  accident  insur- 
ance and  on  operating  in  the 
electricity  pool  will  be  criti- 
cally important  for  the  priva- 
tised firms’  revenues. 

Unusually,  the  British  nu- 
clear industry  operates  under 
a generous  insurance  regime. 
The  Industry  has  a limited 
liability  for  a single  incident 
capped  at  £140  million.  The 
Government  picks  up  the 
next  £140  million  and  then 
must  provide  further  funds  if 
Parliament  agrees. 

MPs  on  the  influential 
cross-party  committee  want 
the  industry  brought  in  line 
with  other  industrial  compa- 


nies which  have  to  cover 
themselves  for  mud  higher 
sums. 

But  in  a further  sting,  they 
want  the  nuclear  company 
being  lined  up  for  privatisa- 
tion. British  Energy,  to  pay 
an  extra  premium  to  the  Gov- 
ernment tor  any  state  guaran- 
tees beyond  the  higher 
amount  insured. 

The  draft  also  recommends 
that  rules  under  which  nu- 
clear reactors  have  a special 
“must  run’*  status  in  the  elec- 
tricity market  because  of 
their  supposed  inflexibility, 
should  be  scrapped. 

The  committee  believes  the 
reactors  should  be  forced  to 
pit  themselves  against  other 
types  of  generation  without 
protection  and  is  pressing  for 
dangra  ta  the  Grid  code 
which  rules  toe  ordering  of 
power  stations  on  to  the 
system. 

MPs  on  toe  committee  are 
to  meet  today  to  try  to  agree 
the  report  on  this  summer’s 
planned  sale  which  is  thought 
unlikely  to  raise  more  than 
£2.5  billion. 


Reactors  on 
long  and  risky 
road  to 
retirement 

“pHE  problem  of  paying 
I the  huge  costs  of  dis- 
mantling retired  nuclear 
power  stations  and  finding 
a safe  place  to  store  waste 
has  beset  most  of  the 
world's  nuclear  powers, 
writes  Simon  Beavis. 

The  long-term  environ- 
mental legacy  of  nuclear 
power  has  been  a subject 
for  political  debate  around 
the  globe.  The  issue  has 
pushed  a number  of 
countries,  like  Germany 
and  Italy,  to  rein  in  or 
abandon  this  form  of  power 


generation  despite  the 
shorter-term  benefits 
atomic  energy  offers  In 
terms  of  lower  emissions. 

It  was  the  bill  — now  esti- 
mated at  £25  billion  — tor 
decommissioning  Britain’s 
nuclear  power  stations  that 
forced  the  Government  to 
scrap  its  first  attempt  to 
sell  off  the  industry  in  1989. 
The  City  refused  to  take  on 
the  risks.  The  select  com- 
mittee report  suggests  that 
the  uncertainties  remain 
and  voices  even  more  con- 
cern about  waste. 

It  recognises  that  Britain 
has  a tested  way  of  burying 
low-level  waste  at  Drigg, 
Cumbria.  But  it  expresses 
alarm  that  a proposed  deep 
underground  dump  for  me- 
dium waste  in  Sell  afield. 
Cumbria,  is  subject  to  an 
inquiry  which  it  may  not 


Nuclear 
stations 
for  sale 


AGR  - Advanced  gas-cooled  reactor 
PWR  - Pressurised  water  reactor 


Hunterston  B 

AGR,  two  reactors 


Hinckley  Point  B 

AGR.  two  reactors 


Sizewell  B 

PWR.  one  reactor 
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AGR,  two  reactors 
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The  Open 
University 


The  fast  track 
management 

certificate 

Now  you  can  achieve  a Professional  Certificate  in  Management  in 
under  a year,  with  the  Open  University  Business  School. 

The  certificate  covers  managing  people,  operations,  information, 
resources  and  finance. 

As  world  leaders  in  supported  distance  learning,  we  offer 
everything  you  need  to  make  learning  effective  and  enjoyable. 

You  work  in  your  own  time,  at  your  own  pace.  But  your  personal 
tutor  is  only  a phone  call  away,  and  you  can  meet  fellow  students 
through  study  groups  and  residential  schools. 

All  OUBS  courses  are  backed  by  over  25  years'  experience  in 
distance  learning.  Our  methods  and  materials  were  given  the 
highest  rating  of  ‘excellent’  by  the  Higher  Education  Funding 
Council  England. 

For  details  of  our  courses  return  the  coupon.  Or  call  the 
24-hour  OUBS  Hotline. 


Business  is  changing.  Are  you 


Sand  to:  Customer  Sendee  Centre.  PO  Box  625.  MBton  Keynes  MK1  1TY 
Please  sand  itw  □ Management  development  prospectus  Oho  new 
prospectus  vrifl  be  published  early  February). 
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survive.  It  says  there  Is  no 
strategy  tor  disposing  of 
high-level  waste  after  it  has 
been  stored  in  liquid  and 
then  turned  into  glass 
blocks. 

The  need  to  deal  with 
dangerous  radioactive  ma- 
terial means  that  decom- 
missioning and  waste  dis- 
posal plans  stretch  into  the 
future.  The  shortest  time 
for  completing  the  job  of 
dfgwiflwtiing  stations  is  seen 
as  about  70  years. 

But  the  industry  wants  to 
spread  the  programme  over 
135  years  in  a “safe-store” 
programme  because  this 
would  allow  work  to  be  car- 
ried out  without  special 
protection  — therefore  cut- 
ting costs. 

Decommissioning  falls 
Into  three  phases,  first  is 
the  removal  of  ftiel  immedi- 
ately after  shutdown.  Ten 
years  later,  buildings  out- 
side the  reactor  shield 
would  be  disposed  of. 
Finally,  after  up  to  100 
years  later,  the  reactor 
would  be  dismantled. 

The  industry’s  preferred 
route  is  to  delay  the  second 
and  third  stages  for  30  to  35 
years  to  allow  radioactivity 
to  subside.  But  even  alter- 
ing the  timescale  of  work 
means  the  “back-end” 
costs  are  huge. 

Current  estimates  are 
that  it  will  cost  £14J  bil- 
lion in  undiscounted  costs 
to  clean  op  the  ageing  Mag- 
nox  reactors,  which  are  not 
being  sold  off  and  will  be 
shut  down  first. 

The  bill  for  the  newer  pri- 
vatisation stations  — seven 
advanced  gas  cooled  reac- 
tors and  Sizewell  B — could 
be  £11.5  billion.  The  com- 
mittee is  concerned  that 
not  all  these  costs  have 
been  covered  in  the  Gov- 
ernment’s plans  to  set  up  a 
fund  to  pay  the  bill. 

The  report  estimates 
some  £1.4  billion  may 
remain  uncovered. 


Bondholders 
of  Barings 
likely  to  take 
legal  action 


Tony  May 


Bondholders  who  lost 
£100  million  when  the  for- 
mer Barings  Bank  collapsed 
are  expected  to  decide  today 
to  sue  former  Barings  direc- 
tors to  recover  their  money. 

They  may  also  take  legal 
action  against  toe  firms  who 
advised  Barings  when  it  is- 
sued the  bonds.  They  are 
BZW  Securities,  Hoare  Govett 
Securities,  and  Cazenove. 

Jonathan  Stone,  a lawyer 
heading  toe  Barings  Perpet- 
ual Noteholders  Action 
Group,  is  meeting  today  with 
Individual  bondholders  who 
lost  money  when  the  mer- 
chant bank  collapsed  a year 
ago  after  trader  Nick  Leeson 
ran  up  losses  cf  £860  million. 

If  they  pursue  toe  case,  toe 
action  group  will  sue  some  of 
the  21  former  executives  and 
directors  of  Barings  for  their 
roles  In  the  collapse.  The  ex- 
ecutives were  sacked  last 
May,  two  months  after  Dutch 
banking  company  ING  took 
over  the  assets  of  Barings. 

The  executives  are  current- 
ly under  investigation  by  the 
Securities  and  Futures  Au- 
thority for  their  roles  leading 
up  to  the  collapse  and  face  the 

loss  of  their  licences  to  work 
in  the  investment  industry. 

Because  ING  did  not  buy 
the  Barings  holding  company, 
it  contended  that  it  did  not 
have  to  pay  the  bondholders 
and  offered  them  only  5 per 
cent  of  their  investment 
Leeson  said  in  his  current 
autobiography,  “Rogue  Trad- 
er." that  he  was  easily  able  to 
tool  Barings  executives  into 
thinking  he  was  generating 
enormous  profits  for  them 
while  he  was  actually  losing 
hundreds  of  millions  of 
pounds  in  toiled  options  and 
futures  trades  in  1994. 
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Getting  wired . . . Beaters  chief  executive  Peter  Job  announcing  Increased  profits  yesterday 

£599m  profits  come  on  line  for  Reuters 


Outlook/ Shareholders  should  get 
their  fair  share,  writes  Roger  Cowe 


REUTERS  is  a most  un- 
usual company  — un- 
usual in  its  caution,  de- 
spite the  fact  that  it  has 
consistently  delivered  sub- 
stantial growth  in  profits 
since  it  was  floated  off  by  its 
newspaper  owners  in  1984. 
That  pattern  continued  in 
1995,  with  earnings  per  share 
growing  by  almost  a fifth  and 
profits  of  £599  million,  it  an- 
nounced yesterday. 

The  nature  of  Reuters’  busi- 
ness is  also  unusuaL  Its  for- 
mer newspaper  ownership 
reflects  its.  origins  and  its 
classification  as  a madia  com- 
pany. But  in  its  early  days  in 
the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
Paul  Julius  Reuter  made 
money  by  providing  financial 
information  to  the  stock  mar- 
kets. That  has  long  been  toe 
main  engine  of  growth,  espe- 
cially since  Reuters  moved 
Into  technology  in  toe  1960s. 

Now  Reuters  is  as  much  a 
technology  company  as  any- 
thing else.  That  is  emphasised 
by  its  attitude  to  toe  Internet 
the  worldwide  communica- 
tions network  accessed  from 
personal  computers.  “It  is  un- 
likely to  be  as  much  of  a 
threat  as  an  opportunity.” 
commented  chief  executive 
Peter  Job  yesterday. 

Mr  Job  is  characteristically 
cautious  about  the  prospects 
tor  profits,  and  reluctant  to 


take  a dogmatic  stance  on  the 
Internet  “I  would  like  the  lat- 
itude to  change  my  mind”,  he 
said,  reflecting  the  fact  that 
the  Internet’s  technology  is 
way  ahead  of  any  consensus 
on  who  will  use  it  bow  it  will 
be  used  and  how  anybody  will 
make  money  out  of  it 

Reuters  is  providing  news 
to  30  web  sites,  where  it  has 
registered  10  million  “hits’*  a 
month,  a pretty  high  level  of 
interest  The  company  has 
also  taken  a 2.5  per  cent  stake 
in  Yahoo,  one  of  toe  Internet 
service  providers  whose  prod- 
ucts help  users  find  their  way 
through  the  worldwide  maze. 
Reuters  also  hopes  to  benefit 
from  the  technology  of  one  of 
its  recent  acquisitions,  Tek- 
nekron.  whose  expertise  is  in 
managing  data  flows. 

There  may  also  be  opportu- 
nities for  some  of  Reuters* 
transaction  processing  skills, 
but  that  appears  to  remain  a 
long-term  possibility  rather 
than  a clear  plan. 

Mr  Job  is  used  to  thinking 


long  term,  and  has  to  do  so  in 
this  area  of  his  business  more 
than  most  "It  is  a very  long- 
term strategy.  There  is  no 
huge  profit  in  the  short 
term,"  he  said  yesterday.  In- 
deed, profit  is  one  of  toe  con- 
cepts least  clearly  understood 
in  the  maze  of  fuzzy  ideas  sur- 
rounding the  Net.  as  Mr  Job 


Young  pay  dear 
for  free  market 


Workface/  Jobl  ess 
under-20s  upset  the 
theorists.  Seunias 
Milne  reports 

IF  THE  Government’s  en- 
thusiasm for  deregulating 
the  labour  market  has 
yielded  results  for  anyone,  it 
ought  to  be  tmder-25-year- 
olde. 

Young  people  were  the  first 
to  lose  minimum  wage  protec- 
tion, the  first  to  be  denied 
dole  money  and  the  first  to  be 

affected  by  weakening  trade 
union  organisation. 

According  to  free-market 
economics  and  government 
policy  prescriptions  for  the 
past  17  years,  the  pay-off 
should  have  been  jobs  by  the 
bucketfliL  The  relative  posi- 
tion of  16-  to  24-year-olds  has, 
however,  worsened  in  the 
1990s:  toe  gap- between  youth 
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all  rate  is  greater  than  in  the 
mid-1980s,  according  to  fig- 
ures culled  from  toe  Labour 
Force  Survey  by  the  TUC. 

And,  unlike  the  1980s 
recovery,  there  has  been  no 
narrowing  of  the  gap  between 
the  two  rates  in  the  jobs  pick- 
up of  the  past  three  years. 

The  Labour  Force  Survey 

data  show  that  while  in  1992 
youth  unemployment  was  1.67 
times  the  rate  for  all  ages, 
three  years  late-  the  under-25 
rate  of  15  per  cent  had  readied 
L79  Hmew  top  natinrwl  aver- 
age. The  situation  was  even 
more  acute  for  men  in  their 
early  20s,  whose  jobless  rate 
rose  from  1.6  times  the  aver- 
age in  1984  to  nearly  twice  toe 
average  in  1995. 

What  makes  the  figures 
even  more  surmising  is  that 
they  have  deteriorated  at  a 


t 


time  when  the  number  of 
young  people  coming  into  toe 
labour  market  has  fallen.  The 
declining  birth  rate  meant 
that  between  1989  and  1995  toe 
number  of  imder-25s  fell  from 
7.6  million  to  6.4  million,  while 
the  proportion  in  full-time 
education  increased  from 
20  per  cent  to  35  per  cent 
At  the  same  time,  relative 
pay  levels  for  young  workers 
have  fallen.  Between  1984  and 
1995,  gross  hourly  earnings 
for  young  men  dropped  from 
83  per  cent  to  74  per  cent  of 
toe  average  and  from  71  per 
-cent  to  66 per  cent  for  young 
women.  The  combination  of  a 
declining  labour  supply  and 
tolling  cost  should,  according 
to  ministers*  market-moulded 
expectations,  have  led  to  a 
dramatic  improvement  in  em- 
ployment prospects.  Not  so. 

The  problem  has  become 
particularly  acute  in  the  Con- 
servatives’ southern  English 
heartlands.  In  a youth  unem- 
ployment report  published 
today,  the  TUC  says  that  of 
the  37  parliamentary  constit- 
uencies with  young  jobless- 
ness rates  of  mare  than 
double  the  1990  level  34  are  in 
toe  South-east  These  Include 
mid-Sussex,  with  a 154  per 
cent  increase,  and  Tunbridge 
Wells,  167  per  cent 
A key  reason  for  the  combi- 
nation of  falling  relative  earn- 
ings and  increasing  relative 
youth  unemployment  is  the 
gap  between  the  new  jobs 
coming  on  stream  — mostly 
part-time  and  temporary  — 
and  the  full-time,  permanent 
work  most  young  people 
want  The  best  gloss  Eric 
Forth,  the  employment  minis- 
ter, could  put  on  the  situation 
when  he  gave  a “good  news” 
jobs  briefing  this  week  was 
that  youth  unemployment 
was  much  worse  in  France 
and  Spain. 


acknowledged.  “It  is  very'  Im- 
portant that  new  media 
should  be  profitable,  not  just 
fashionable.  1 don't  believe  in 
doing  it  just  to  be  there."  And 
he  is  not  doing  that,  although 
the  level  of  profit  is  tiny. 

Low  profits  is  not  the  norm 
at  Reuters,  as  toe  figures 
show.  Growth  in  sales,  accom- 
panied by  the  kind  of  fierce 
cost  control  which  has 
brought  the  journalists’ 
union  to  toe  brink  of  a strike, 
has  resulted  in  hefty  profits. 
The  US  business  remains 
barely  profitable,  except  for 
the  Teknekron  and  Instinet 
acquisitions,  but  that  is  more 
than  balanced  by  growth 
elsewhere. 

The  result  has  been  huge 
cash  flows,  which  Mr  Job 
says  he  is  unable  to  spend,  de- 
spite substantial  capital  in- 
vestment and  development 
spending  Last  year  Reuters 
spent  £191  million  on  develop- 
ment, up  by  a fifth  on  the  pre- 
vious year,  and  invested 
£304  million,  slightly  down  on 
1994.  Even  so  it  ended  toe 
year  with  over  £300  million 
more  in  the  bank  than  it 
started  with.  Mr  Job  wants  to 
give  some  of  that  back  to 
shareholders,  subject  to  nego- 
tiating the  legal  and  tax  maze 
here  and  in  the  US. 

’We  are  investing  just  about 
as  fast  as  we  can",  he  said. 
"And  we  are  prepared  to 
make  small  buys  — we  have 
done  40  since  1984.  But  there 
will  still  be  surplus  cash." 

In  that  case  there  can  be  lit- 


tle argument  with  giving 
some  money*  back  to  share- 
holders. Except  that  if  a com- 
pany has  more  money  than  it 
can  spend,  even  with  Mr  Job's 
oft-repeated  caution  about  toe 
impact  of  financial  mergers 
on  demand  for  his  products,  it 


must  surely  mean  that  prices 
are  too  high  or  wages  are  too 
low.  or  both. 

In  this  age  of  stakeholder 
awareness,  it  is  time  to  cry. 
"what  about  the  stakehold- 
ers?" That  would  he  really 
unusual 
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Products  and  services  delivering 
financial  and  general  news  and 
financial  transactions 
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Buy  the  Sony  today. 
Pay  no  line  rental 
until  May. 


This  huge  batgvn  on  Brian's 
smallest  phone  is  only  avaiabfe 
fain  feUphona  Direct 
Buyttepedomancepadied 
Sony  CM-R111K  connected 
free  to  Vbdafone  LowCafl  and 
you  pay  no  line  renfe!  unfi 
1st  May  1996.  Sq  toe  soona  you 
crier,  the  more  you  save  wfih  toss 
atrinsve  offer,  which  includes  £139  RRP 
worth  of  gemme  Sony  accessories. 

Simply  phone  us  wft  your  craft  card  defefe 
to  receive  your  phone  plus  valuable  extras 
wflfa  4 workdays. 


EXCLUSIVE  OFFER 

SONY  CM-R111K 


.99 

INC.VAT 


FREE  LINE  RENTAL 
UNTIL  1st  MAY  1996 

SONY  REMOTE 
COMMANDER 
SONY  EARPHONE 
MICROPHONE 
SONY  LONG  AERIAL 

TOGETHER  WORTH  £139 »» 


enpp  CONNECTION  TO 
rncc  VODAFONE  LQ'.VC-ALL 
WITH  NO  TARIFF  INCREASES 
GUARANTEED  FOR  LIFE 


£1S  (£12.77  +W0 


iCaUs 


5Bp  W am  (425p+VJH) 


29p  pet  win  C17p+ VKD 


Peak  limes  8 00-19  00  Mon  (o  Pri 
ManddlQiy  itemised  billings  charged 
el  £1.77  me  VAT  per  month.  Line  rental 
(debited  monthly  in  advance)  and  airtime 
eftargas  wih  be  delated  m your  nominated 
credit/durgp  or  Delta  card  Cate  chared  in 
urea  ot  30  seconds  *ter  Ihe  Bist  mnute 


SONY 


MODEL  CM-R111K. 

♦ 9 speed  did  memories  ♦ 
60  mins  tafc-time  ♦ 14  tvs  standby- 
lime  + Feriherwejght  only  185g 
(6>/zaz)  ♦ Complete  with  charger 
and  standard  battery 
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ORDER  NOW  FOR  FREE  DELIVERY  IN  4 WORKING  DAYS 


FREEPHONE  0500  000  888 

CREDIT  CARD  ORDERING  HOTLINE  WEEKDAYS  SA?*:  TO  3PM  WEEKENDS  9AM  TO  SPM 
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Chris  Hawkins 


THIS  afternoon's  re- 
arranged Ascot  meet- 
ing lit  was  abandoned 
a week  ago)  repre- 
idfal  stepping  stone 
lor  Cheltenham  and  many  of 
today’s  runners  have  the  Fes- 
tival as  their  principal 
objective. 

TTie  Sun  Alliance  Chase  is 
always  one  of  the  most  com- 
petitive races  there  and  we 
have  a mini-version  of  it 
when  10  of  the  season's  best 
staying  novices  clash  in 
today’s  Reynoldstown  Chase. 

Mr  Mulligan  Is  one  of  the 
market  leaders  for  the  Sun  Al- 
liance and  his  trainer.  Noel 
Chance,  has  plenty  of  confi- 
dence that  this  big,  sparely 
made  chesnut  will  run  weU 
today  despite  having  to  give 
weight  all  round. 

Jumping  is  the  key  to  suc- 
cess at  Ascot,  where  the 
fences,  particularly  the  three 
on  the  run  downhill  on  the  far 
side,  are  trappy.  In  his  two 
runs  over  fences  this  season, 
Mr  Mulligan  has  hardly  put  a 
foot  wrong. 

He  was  impressive  at  Weth- 
erby  last  month  in  trouncing 
six  previous  winners.  The  i 
form  has  worked  out  well  and 
a line  through  the  runner-up. 
Call  It  A Day,  suggests  Mr 


Mulligan  should  be  able  to 
give  31b  to  Major  Summit 

St  Mellion  Fairway,  a dual 
winner  at  Lingfjeid.  a Iran  gets 
31b.  He  is  hard  to  assess,  but 
David  Nicholson  has  some 
very  good  young  chasers  and 
rates  him  highly. 

The  one  Chance  fears  most 
however,  is  Jenny  Pitman’s 
N ah  then  Lad,  who  receives 
7lb.  He  comfortably  beat  the 
subsequent  Wetherby  scorer 
Billy  goat  Gruff  at  Haydock 
and  clocked  a fast  time  in  the 
process. 

At  the  weights,  Nahthen 
Lad  (3.35)  might  be  the  one  to 
be  on  today. 

Opposition  to  Sound  Man, 
fhvourite  to  be  the  two  mile 
champion,  in  the  Comet 
Chase  is  not  strong  and’ the 
Irish  challenger  has  scared 
off  all  but  four  opponents. 

Sound  Man  (3.05)  beat 
Storm  Alert  by  five  lengths  at 
Sandown  last  time  and  may 
have  more  to  fear  feom  Co  ill- 
ton  if  this  enigmatic  chaser 
can  get  his  act  together. 

We  have  probably  seen  the 
best  of  Oh  So  Risky  (1.30), 
twice  runner-up  in  the  Cham- 
pion Hurdle,  but  the  Ascot 
two  and  a ha  lf  miles  seems  to 
suit  him  and  he  may  be  up  to 
winning  the  Levy  Board  Hur- 
dle. He  was  the  only  threat  to 
Large  Action  here  in  Novem- 
ber when  Galling  two  out 


Although  Backhouse  Boy 
(2.30)  is  91b  wrong  at  the 
weights  in  the  Shenley  Enter- 
prises Hurdle  it  would  be  no 
great  surprise  to  see  him  win. 

This  rapidly  improving  six- 
year-old  made  light  of  list 
101b  when  beating  25  rivals  in 
a Warwick  handicap  last  time 
and  is  taking  on  higher  rated 
but  largely  disappointing  per- 
formers this  afternoon. 

Landed  Gentry  (1.00)  is 
taken  to  win  the  Kilfane 
Handicap  Hurdle  for  the 
second  season  running  de- 
spite being  9lb  higher  in  the 
ratings.  He  bolted  in  last  year. 

Walter  Swinbum  is  slowly 
on  the  mend  according  to 
Royal  Hong  Kong  Jockey 
Club  Director  Philip  John- 
ston, bnt  still  remains  in  a 
serious  condition.  Doctors 
have  received  consent  from 
the  jockey’s  father  Wally  to 
operate  on  the  34-year-old  to 
make  sure  his  broken  bones 
are  In  the  correct  position  so 
that  they  can  heal. 

He  is  still  having  breathing 
difficulties  due  to  fluid  that 
has  accumulated  on  his  lungs, 
but  is  breathing  without  toe 
aid  of  a ventilator.  Still 
heavily  sedated,  S win  burn 
was  not  yet  able  to  recognise 
his  father  when  he  visited 
him  in  hospital  yesterday  and 
will  remain  in  intensive  care 
for  at  least  another  two  days. 
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Keeping 
punters 
in  the 
know... 

FROM  March  31  it  will  be 
mandatory  for  trainers 
to  report  anything  which 
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Sandstocmers . . -the  field  for  yesterday’s  Say  It  With  Roses  Stakes  top  the  rise  at  LingfiekTs  all-weather  track 


FROM  March  31  it  will  be 
mandatory  for  trainers 
to  report  anything  which 
might  have  had  an  adverse  ef- 
fect on  a horse  during  a race, 
antes  Chris  Hawkins. 

Any  subsequent  improve- 
ment in  performance  should, 
therefore,  come  as  less  of  a 
surprise  and  the  betting  pub- 
lic, upset  about  non-triers, 
can  feel  less  aggrieved. 

Hie  scheme  was  introduced 
in  October  1994  on  a volun- 
tary basis  and  last  season  344 
reports  were  submitted  to  the 
disciplinary  committee  by 
stewards  secretaries  giving 
reasons  why  horses  had  failed 
to  run  to  form,  but  of  these 
only  66  were  given  by 
trainers. 

"A  robust  attitude  to  non- 
triers  is  essential  to  restore 
the  confidence  of  the  racing 
public."  said  Anthony  Mild- 
may-White.  chairman  of  the 
disciplinary  committee. 

Whether  the  system  works 
depends  very  much  on  the 
willingness  of  trainers  to  co- 
operate. as  pointed  out  by 
Peter  CundelL  chairman  of 
the  National  Trainers' 
Federation. 

“This  is  an  imposition  and 
we  have  been  handed  a fait- 
accompli.  It  could  be  an  ad- 
ministrative nightmare,’’  said 
photo  tom  jenkms  Cun  dell. 


Allien; 
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npO!  1 


11  Lingfield 


IlSedgefield 


1M  Undid  Gantry 
1JO  Oli  SoRtafcy 
ZJMSmarColn 
2-30  Budhoota  Bov 


3- OS  Sand  Hu 
3J5  WiWwiUd 

4- OS  Kingdom  Of  S 


Ootovi  HurtSw,  Soft;  Ctm«,  Good  to  idfL  dr  DMriMldhkm. 

Hpaas  in  brackets  after  torse's  noma  itaanto  rteya  rtrerr  toft  HH  outtag. 

1.00  KILPAME  COMDITIOMAL  JOCKEYV  HANDICAP  HURDLE  IbWO 

101  5-4075  LANDED  GENTRY  (28)  (CD)  C Broad  7-11-13 

102  31443V-  SO  HOPETOL  (290}  G Balding  7-TI-12  

103  11-0155  EXTBBOII  PR0nLES(S8)N  Talsl&ii-Dxvtai  6-11-9 

104  Tt-lOO  UVELY  KtHGHT  (S3)  (CD)  J Gflkjrd  7-11-8 

103  2-31712  OLD  HABITS  (SO)  (D)JEyrc  MM 

100  WCP1-  TARTAN  MOSS  (342)  P Hobbs  7-11-5 

107  S55U0  BM—LEBBPiy  (11)  Hra  S Sn.tti  7-11-E 

108  426C43-  BUIE  LAWS  (305)  (D)  P MchoUl  5-11-7  

108  P-ST114  CANCAMCHARUE(88)CD)CW0JPBa»C®t-11-l 

110  245  HMDfflQ  (81)  SMeIKH  5-11-1 

111  04M-3P5  THE GOLFING  CURATE (21)  11  Owe  11-10-13 

111  3021-33  BAVAMYKA  (32)  NHoademn  5-10-12 

113  0MM2  ARCTIC UPE(21)JJemiim?-'KM0 

114  016-3FS  DBMNU VALLEY (41) A .tones  It-HW  

118  OZ3PC3  BRITANNUl  BUS  (23)  MChadman  5-10-6 

118  KT21.-P  HUSO  («|P  Hawn  5-1IM  

117  FO-Kff  LUOS BHANnOAN (20) MBraAMcH 7-10-3  


OWatoh 

— - JApI 

CBNaB(T) 

OTnmaey 

ZZjGrtHha(S) 

TDasoorafce 

CMtWaMi 

D Carina  (3) 

IlMlT) 

Eta 

SCtaraa* 


111  M315-P  RUSSIAN  EMPIRE  (28)  (D)  N WaAn  6-W-2 

118  1UDFD-4  DERRWCBfflDOEOqUra  3 JoNwoo  5-10-1 

110  MMH)  MOIB  OF  A (30)  (D)  U Roberts  11-19-0 

121  nua  KMHMKOOLA  (28)  M Chapman  5-10-0 

TOP  PORN  TV*  RtaaUMB,Dantag  Bridge  7,  leaded  Gord** 

B Mm  7-1  ErtwBt  PraMw.  8-1  Biw  ttertfU.6-1  LandM  Germy. 

Dewng  Valin.  4iO*Ldp.  14-1  imsBranmg*!.  CanCWCtariu 


IMHiilT) 

to* Leeds 

IMm 

— ..T  J Murphy 

-MKakgMayffl 

Bavariyka.  KM  (W  Hub®. 

21  ronamr 


1.30  LEFT  BOARD  HURDlNtaa  44  C10.1 14 

201  211024-  BONO  OOHT 1284) VUwVWIliWN  10-11-7 RDu—aady 

202  2310-75  OH  EO  MSKV  (38)  (CO)  D Eisaortti  HI-7  ,-FMbf 

203  26-35K  AOIAU3WSLADT(*4)(C)DEte*onli5-11-fi APMeCay 

204  431357  LUCKY  BIDE  (H)(0)  N Thomson  9-11-3 HAApnli 

209  2BU0-*  HOLE BO MB) (H)(0)(D) 4 0W14-11-3 

TOO  ram-nrai  lhaa  SaU  N Oh  Sa  Rtahy  7 

Btata*  5-2  Unto  Bond  ll-4  Boro  Eight  3-1  Oh  Sj Rafcy. IH Aoestoait Lady, »2 Li**y 
2.00  JAMB  CAM.  NOVICE  CHASE  2m  Cl 0,143 

301  3F41R2  PIMBENIEY  PLACE  (S7)(BF)  N Tawton-Oevias  B-1  H CUoteoBya 

302  35DP-05  BA1AAT (22)  U Chapman  S-H-1 

303  0-61113  RmCE(S3)(D)  J Je"»ra  V11-4  ..  - 

304  11-6141  LORDOMCET  (25)  (DJJChartton  6-1 V4  — APMMtay 

34U  KOIPIE  aanim fill DESaorttt 8-11-4  ...  — — mhrnalldl 


3 U-KM01  OJA»  (23)  JJentol*  7-11-4 >Bipn 

4 MSI  KMGDOMOF  SHADES  (42)  (0)  A Droll  fl-1  T-4 PCmhanv 

E (041  MnosWAIQ  (21}  R Akntuirst  6-T1-4 S Ryan  (7) 

0 OP  TROY’S  DREAM  (SC)  Mo  SSmkb  5-1 1-4  BWBin»(7) 

T 630-00  1UCAN0  (4)  JJankha  5-1 1-4 APHcCay 

5 CfiP-  KARUBKA  (412)  M CtaBcnum  S-10-13 W WlrthhQtin 

B REOMLPUBBUAN  HAndenan  5-10-13 HAHbganid 

10  35-  SUNTTN  SOUND  (382)  D Snortt  5-10-13 F Malay 

11  ABBEY  STREET  0 SheraowJ  4-104 JOshonw 

12  HATAIIOmS  Q Harwood  4-10-0 RDmwoniy 

, [-»- - 

BatHnsi  6-9  Kbigdoai  Ot  Sadn.  11-4  litfoa— id.  5-1  Abbey  Sseot  5-1  Dfcus.  10-1  negU  Pinua. 
WHdbwim.  8aMef  Boh.  20-1  BtraquoM.  Tukaio  i2naa»ra 

4.35  ASCOT  SIAIBARB  OPII RH  HJA  RACE  2m  1 lOydi  C2JW2 

1 AMBKAL  BWBIY  N Gaiutae  5-Tt-3 FOM|Mt(T) 

2 ADHRALTYARCH  A Foster  6-1V3 IDm—dl 

3 BLOWN  WWO  0 SUriood  5-tW-S JAHcCmtfay 

4 SZBBAMEY  NAY  (40)  RNUfiams  6-11-3 BKaigMiy 

■ CALL  K NOW  Un  I UcKe  5-11-3 LHanay 

B CHECKS  AM  STRBVCWMKfca  5-1 1-3 NRUordi 

7 CLAYBORE  LAD  J King  5-11-3 CUM*. 

B DC7WMT  DAVYD  Mciwln»  5-11-3 ABapdka 

B BX8DB0CW  PBRCE  P Hobtc  5-11-3 G TMiMy  (1) 

10  BPCItlAl.  HONORS  NLimpud  5-11-3  Qi>yUwfa(3) 

11  KAHEya  TYPHOON  P Ifcbb*  5-11-3 _APMoOay 

12  FADRnO  B Da  Hhb  5-11-3 JOahmaa 

12  PARTY  TYKE  S Kmtfn  5-11-3 MiLIUlM 

14  3-  POMTBIREBABX(278)NHMdMS0n 5-11-3 NAnagmld 

IB  NAHKEAL  U hmlon-QSi  5-1  v* — WUoFarimd 

IB  ROYAL  RASH  JOdkWd  5-11-3 .-Fima 

IT  TRUK  OBBSCJ0MI 5-11-3 NBIHa 

IB  WBKKBWJQM  5-11-2  TCra«h«n 

IB  NO'S  CMAIKTDN  BO*  A Burn*  5-10-E  — ATluaalaa 

20  FEIULANt  Um  A Esdarcm  5-10-12 JBym 

21  ‘ BURN  OUT  JPWN4-U-7 — ■ J Mrl  mgMh 

22  KWIRHEESm  MmJIMnu  4-kh ABMafS) 

28  BOCK  ON  HONEY  Gay  KaUMy4-i0-7 NJOanag) 

24  BTABCm’SOUEErTJnH  4-10-7 JM 

29  FMnRNT*atD>-Danm4-10-a  — ______ — CUwwHyti 

BilBap  5-1  Btoan  IHiH.  6-1  PWrdeo  Ftemort.  8-1  PeNsie.  DaBM  Daiy.  tt-1  Braodoy  ttsy.  19-1  Chnctt 
And  Stripes.  Royal  Raven.  14-1  Wm  King.  AdmbaKy  An*  25naam 


lAiSuprana  OanoOn 

MOBhoriHOlM- 

LWCMillhmr 


OdtO  Dtotaat  Horn* 
350 Cnwn  Boy 
4J0  HnBmrt  Hot— 
1 TflTiiitliailmiilMnai 


IJBSaipime 

2-IOCavaNo 

2^40  DOWN  THE  FELL  (nap) 


2.1  OUa  Data  olor 
MDRorintt 
A-IOTnaakidor 
4^40Brldan 


— J*  KcCarthy 

SKaigUtoy 

LHvvay 

HMah 

OUphm 

ABagdm 

CTanaayd) 

Any  Lawii  (3) 

_AFHoCay 

iOdma 

JtaLNaMi 


4.0  “°’nea  HUB0“  eM38 

i 


Results 


0t 


i 

UNOFl^-p  o Hvrrtfa 

1.90  13**,  *!  JPSES  ifr-U  *• 


, ilfiO.  tlJM  EZ-70  Oaai  F C7-3a 

SibS  JSrSsD;  £1.20.  ObbI-F: 
““.^^^RMJIOOWTOF.RGOch- 

SSSfliESiVEiMB— 


3.WNNnAHm 


«2WAatagar« 

420  Myattc  Tanpo  (nb) 
lOOHnwOdlCiprau 


306  BOlFK  NSBNJRO  (1 1) D ttsaortb 5-11-4 {taitili 

306  45CC1-?  turn  COW  (W)  n IW  5-11-4 A Ntrin 

307  05P-6U6  TANOOB  DSUCHT  (27)  D Elsaorth  B-11-4  F Malay 

TOP  ram  TIPS!  Umar  Cota  B.  Mm  nw  7 

Mbit  7-1  SitJH  Com.  9-4  Nwroro  3-1  Lord  DarnM.  5-1  PWtbertey  PW».  6-1  Fierce,  tt-1  Mm. 
Tangp  i Deiiofil  Tr^mma 


2.30  5nmunr  enterfrbss  hurdle  iumiteo  hanohsaf)  n*  bb^ob 

401  MBMOIU  (44)  (O  ID}  o MKMhsa  6-11-10 A NapBm 

402  6^-1M  TME  MR  A RUN  {ZBlEOO'Mr  6-1 M RttanrooPy 

403  1443-35  UHFWN(2S)ffijOMU-11-5  — -TOtarthaat 

404  1 1115  -OHHW  CAM  (CS)(D)KBa«By  7-1 W JONy*** 

405  .41I.-P0  HIMM  J25)lD)BFip*ID-U'a .SSL, 

408  P-43053  TOP  SPIN  (11)  (C)  J JWM1*  . -HH PCamany 

407  FP  ’aP  COUAN  COW  (33)  (D)  R Aha*  T-10-4  . _ . APNaCay 

408  31XS7PO  OLANfi  JSWE. (33) (t»J8oi*y8-TIW  BAHlynN 

408  OWlMlPRAOAMCSajlCIOBItamtt-IOiJ  — p«** 

410  (MP711  BUCKHOUSS  BOY  (36)  N TaWob-DauifS  6-JO-J C U— 07* 

411  PI  0-591  ANCEUPB  DOUBLE  g9)R_BirtJet  5-10^ 5ES2* 

412  l-MJM  ClffTON SET(53) C Mans 5-1D-4  — — — J"**** 

413  0055W  BRHiaUWHOiaC|21)OTJ«fcy^W-» 

414  -iJfP-U  STAR  OATS  (20)  HLampartlO-UM — OmrtWaNOT 

TOP  POHW  TIPBl  HehrUli  8,  Biapaaa  T.Tbaa  For  A Raa  B 

BaBtoK  5-1  DuckKnoe  Bov.  6-1  lime  For  A Ru»  Hsbndean,  i Dontdd.  7-1  Slirpscm.  8-1  told 
juavi  i?- 1 Bdlawd.  SwAtn  CaUu  GiBan  Cove.  14-1  Top  San  16  *»™> 

Fom  01RDE  - KBBRBJBARi  Rntutc  bom  auiiiig,  <u»a  snmonen  omi  bobW®  8 obL  Iri  and  bwMn 

«.wn  (Ml  IMI  Mhmd  ChaBenOW  (JvUciEifW  anTft.SM.  Muraaonv  INaaa  3m. 

m km  a Rtnta  l«v*a  cnwnrtg  1M  Ham.  h»i  w»o  «n  betoiUwiii  «i  6M  Bhanagury  in*«a  am. 

TOP  SPIN)  Staved  cn  m now  sbatgm.  sm.  Ho  sa  6M  Betm  Tara*  Ahetd.  wdi  8M«0Ni fmabj  hjrlm 
T SB.  bulaSW  .Bvriyt  onnmei  S flaw  •"3  SEFKW  CASH  ilevel)  Med  OB  lHWJ^2m7ISay 

jSSi  SLi  h mo  mua.  on  **««>*  dobiA  an  C^wiuw^LAadW  o n*.  ■»  BBIPSON  Haw 

40,1 41  a«v  1.1  onJ  TOP  SPIN  imoh!  another  Tl  *“«*4 ntonrt*  J to.  QtLEm 
— aiHHBK  DOYk i Put,  iW  jpp  lui  fcow on  wfl  10  w D&zw  n (m«h  ™ 

ANOBCB  DOUBLE:  Snoofl  tun  4taL  M neat  hrrth  wtxm  b««lnfl  NaJ«o  Rf*1  by  Bi  (KWT|»Dfl  2ra«,  G<J). 

BBC-  2 — 

3.05  COWET CHASE 2m SMIOydoCSf ,400 

BOB  0M"F  STOINI ALERT (321(C) 0 Natuhon  10-11-7 ANagt*. 

mam  MM  - COULTOrn  F i4"d  10  iDv  inee  ir«M  in  lop  «»npem  Iwigvt.  In  *i  ittCB irtan 

3 d.  14, 4S  ah  018 

HM1om«»7f..»cLNdMIMdN«m--Wr10W9«O 

SgSSSu»i5£SS5KSaS2L-—— 

BBC  - 

3.35  rkyholdbtowhnoyicechabe s. noyd. mm»  _ 

«•  SSXSoS Uu -TEZZ 

Y®*  raEM  TlPSt  9 Air  unli^alt.  6-1  Msjot  SHnndL  VI 

.7-1  ir-i n^«jMiiBon(iiy.i>nsednii>4".btCaNB A Daylw  19. a* 

Mb OUIOE  - MRNUUJQA**' ^ 

ET WCLUM PAWWAWtt'Mf '"■!» 2H aid toCall n A 0*» ICBOSIW^. 

BOND  M ^ 

I m.  vimiJ  Mina*  2 U M W «^^PS,SSS2 S2W 


(T)4 

_P  l«mN  (3)8 
_■  BWrdl 

2* 

_R  HaBn  (9)  9A 
.L  Hama  7 


2.25  HUNT1  AND  ROBES  APPROfnCET  HANDICAP  1m4f  E2JMB 

1 0*(VIC-0  NORDIC  SUN  (1B}L  LtopKIamefi  5-10-0 Kbnbariay  Mart 

m« 

2 0551-61  PfSMEBDANCE  (26)  (CD)  D Heydn  duoai  9-U-O AWheayBaad 

(T)4 

3 CDD000-  MTHBNOHEY (S8)(C0)R  HaUmtaod  7-ft-S __P Ign* (3) 8 

4 1V3403  RB>  SPBCTACUS  (13)  (C)  (D)  P HbOMo  4-5-T1  — ■ BaM  3 

8 336X0-  UUJY  LACEY (137J (G)  0 BJdtafl  9-6-T  _lnna  WaaOi  (B) 

2* 

• 030054-  TWWEYPWEB (17^14 Bel 4-6-C : RMaBm{B)8* 

7 6001-35  COMTePSLECODflB) (CD)  J BoBomtoy  6-6-1 L Naina 7 

I 0055-00  PATS  DEUBHT  (8)  S Corfu*  4-7-11 Amnia 

tadnOM 

TUP  row  TNWs  Pnanbr  Dam  B,  Rad  Spaotaola  7,  Tenay  PBns  6 

BaONw  9-4  Rw  Speascte.  n-4  Pranwr  DmU  Tonay  Pma*.  5-1  LMy  Lacay.  W Coim  sLesBnl. 
14-1  NHw  Homy,  35-1  NordK  Sun.  PM  DNtgn  Bnaamra 

2.55  CUPD  CUUHMfl  STAKES  1m  77  C^841 

1 S01WE5  HAKE  A NOTE  (21)  P Evau  5-8-B S«mNm»e 

2 271510-1  OLD  PHUVENCE  (28)  (C)R  Hams  5-9-5 DBNtaaiaE 

.8  023315- BOWDOHm (1806 WJBOkl 4-6-3 DNNCaawnS 

4 40HW-  POX  CHAPEL  (1  DOB)  RJurfsf  0-6-1 DWtaha—1 

B WAJ5-14  EULOGY  (IB)  K Bake  9-6-0 TAa*lay(7|8* 

B QOZ90-  IOTA (330) (CO) JLHwns7-6-9 L Dldorl 7 

T 2246-25  KYMN (32)  D Uunay Snub 4-45-8 JW4amr2* 

B OM3Q4-  HOMO  KOBO  DET1BNPI1  (143)  A Am  4-B-1  IICariWa4 

TOP  POM  TIPBi  OM  Pmaaaaa  B,  Ihfca  A KoM  T,  ten  B 

Batatas:  5-9  OM  Pnmnca.  n-l  (date  A Note.  5-1  kft.  6-1  Eutagy.  Kyoao.  5-1  Boutdomr.  20-1  Hoag 
tag  Dodgrai,  95-1  Fox  Chapel  Bnnn 

3.3  O BWEET  NOUNN8S  HAIWH  STAIOS  3V0 1m  IT  T9yBa  CM53 

1 05  BLUNISWOOO HALL (IB)RHottnmd 9-0  NNlBhamB 

2 0933IB- HHOTA'*  STAR  (MQ  D Marmy  SmOh  6-0 JWaaaarB 

3 2-  CHBIANGO (SB) G nhagg 9-0 AHWHoaaS 

4 44  mOHUGHTBCIB)  D Uorrtl  B-fl BCuutaOaiT 

B OflOO- HANOI  BOO (124) PAOM 54  nalaOBmaBB 


Gotaw  Moeay.  + Deootai  Htatara. 

Fig— « la  taaohoti  itta  hofOB**  game  dm li  «t m/m  Aw  m HH  puBog. 

1 ^45  ORPHOTOM  NOVICE  HURDLE  HP  110ydaC4JH3 

1 (KD-U6  RJOHTIWIBIANr (23)  (BF)T  Cany  T-1  WO -ENarpfcr 

2 02  IAR0NCEILi(3B)M  ffilldfMm6-11-3  Sappto 

3 OP  HBST  CLASS  (SO)  Q AJtord  6-11-3  BCraaaa 

« FIRST  DISTANCE  DGrfeMlI  6-11-3 JUKavana* 

5 1U2-20  LORD KHUHROUGH  (11) JtarMin  fl-ll-S  BlYnad 

B 40  HAtfl2R(41)NT«i81wv-Da*ia8  5-11-3 TMa 

7 D-5SQ30  HAMIAWAU(11)  A Moore  5-11-3 W ItMW 

B 055  peRS0««iU*(57)J  Wd»co6-11-a PNctaagMa 

■ OTOO-UP  REUI1VK  CHANCE  (32)  J King  7-11-3 QUptaa 

ID  1-FO  SUPREME  anaOTTM  (32)  JOtd  7-1  ^3  SNcNaH 

11  00  EWncauaXTOS (26)  SL  Moors 5-1K3 PfliWgbnr 

12  545153  EBCAHTEHOUE (IB) M Pt» 4-11-0 ' DBrUgaatar 

13  6 BKS  THEAT  (11)  P Htan  4-107 EHudnod(3) 

M SNOLRNBKJ Bony 4-10-7  JEBtataoay 

IS  <30  THE  QUADS  (2T)  J Fffirir-Hnyea  4-W-7 HRfatamta 

TDPFOINiTmili  WNMItaiBmiaiiB.Bnpma»aaaaata7,Bmaae«MB 

BoNta*  7-4  Sivrew  GonoWu  11-4  Esc&RstgiB.  5-1  FUgM  Ltaummid.  10-1  Lord  UcMurroaott.  18-1 

BanmoelU.  (taltmaalL  20-1  Maldor.  Swinong  Sbrnw.  Tha  Quads  ICwo. 

2.20  SANDERST2ADNA1DEN  HURDLE  2m  It  C3J17B 

1 6-00  ALLECnOHIBICE (22)0 Caro 6-11-8 - DOaBaWw 

2 8 ARK  ME  KINDLY  (74)  0 Slwraood  6-U-B  MMebmBs 

3 3*6-223  BAU.YBA  BOY  (33)  Dfbctiotaoo  5-11-8 i Klh«xay(3) 

4 flOSU-FP  qWKKAR»(2S)JflaMey  10-11-5 .DOUBTFUL 

'•  ' F CUPSM WALK (41) NLKVoden 8-11-6 JWBPoBacb(5) 

B JUBT  DME  R Ataer  5-11-5 Jfc  P Haaby  (5) 

T PPfiROXBUnOM  HOUSE  (2QGBaUliiB  7-1 1-8 JtCWardi 

B 8 3UEIUI I NUUtC22)MnLW»illam 7-11-8  _._._JHKimgb 

B 1-2F  SflPBIBOR  IBSK(3ID(BF)M  Pipe  7-11-5 DBridgntar 

10  CV45-6  TTFAH(2B)  John  Berry  6-1 1-5  — Jlanoroaca 

11  TBUJEY  VOLF  J Smrtfi  6-11-5 RDavk 

12  00-BWOrNOQiN(2B)AJTfHmi7-li-5 TlbBay 

13  52P-UP4  CELTIC ULLEY (91) R HoM 5-T1-3 DBradhy* 

14  04604  CBHDWHI (81) T BnaMad 6-11-3 1 WHnphraya 

19  00DM3-5  MHB  MOSSY  OATS  (33)  KBurteB-IW Ita  J Odotty  (7) 

TOP  RMM  HPB«  BaByaa  Bey  B,  Nn  Noaay  UWa  7,  ABk  Ma  KtaWy  B 

BoUtagt  5-4  Eapenor  Rnk.  7-4  BaRyea  Boy.  3-1  AN  Ua  Kindly.  B-1  5barlHina4r.  14-1  MU  Nanay  Ora. 
20-1  THosJ,  25-1  Aid  (UnyAe,  Corltfwn  1«  rtnmorx. 

2.50  OXTED  MOWCE  CHASE  taa  4T  HOyda  B4«434 

1 1004-31  BMSI1IAND(23)M  PipeT-ll-ID BBMgaBa 

2 2107P-3U  CHIB1  RAQEH  (4)  N TslsIOO-DBvIes  7-TM .TJaBta 

3 QQ57/-FP  CHUKKARH)  (23)  J Bosley  10-11-4 MBastay 

4 256-254  POOLS  ERRAND  (W)  Q BOdtrg  5-U-4 0 CaTtard 

B 6DO-OPF  BIVEHnMEfBB) A TuraeO 5-11-4 LHanmy 

a 04-4FH)  REESIUDCH  (27)  A TumM  7-11-4 : IHU 

7 BP  SOLAR  WAHMOR (30)  J FftICb-Hlyni  5-11-J  IMh 

B F27554-4  STAtt PLAYER (BB) Utai C Caroe  10-11-4 ILmonma 

B 07PW-0U  TOP NHS (21 ) A Kobvbb 7-10-13 „mmta 


Ootaoi  Good  (good  to  caft  ta  ptam).  * DeqalM  BMan. 

1.35  LEVY  BOARD  NOVICE  HAHHCAP  HURDLE  tan  l(  1 lOydi  C2^37 

1 13930-1  OBOBIAl.'SOltDBtS [*l)(CO)J teflon 5-11-10  - 

2 2-3F  CUIBRIAN  RHAPSODY  (41)  (BF)  T Eastarby  6-11-6 

3 2321  DUKE  OF  PBITH  (58)  J Howafd  Johnson  5-11-6  _ 

4 215000  PHARARE  (32)  (D)  R Woodhoiise  6-1 1-7 - 

5 D0-4F2  BAXSENHA1LY  (32)  MrePSty  6-11-2 

0 45FR18  BOLAHEY  QD&  (32)  F Mortagh  7-11-1 — 

7 000  XAIPETE  (40)  G Moore  4-10-7 

B 4-MP4  MBUYHHL  QOLD  (22)  J Curtis  5-10-6 

■ 039-050  JOUORCET (29)  C Filrnim 5-10-6 

10  B.33JL-  SLAUCKT  BOH  (701)  R Rstw  5-10-9 

11  4440  COOL  STEEL  (22)  Mrs  J Bf  ran  4-10-1 

12  DU  SfUPflam  (32)  Mis  U RweMT  4-10-0 

13  DP-OOBT  CLOVERCIIIL  (16)  BOteon  5-10-0 

TOP  ram  T^S:  BasMhNIy  8,  Doha  Of  Path  7.  Pbrnara  6 

BaHtam  7-2  Di*a  01  Perth,  P-2  Qansral  a Orders.  5-1  C turfman  Rhagsody. 
SouDreme.  10-1  Phirve.  12-1  Bolsney  Girt,  Xalpele 


— -W  Rnr 

— LBTyar 
— JFTBtay 
— L O'Hara 
— N Malay 

ADobbta 

I CaBaghxn 

D Kamagh  (6) 

F PatraH 

— FLa*y(3) 

BHoiay  4 

O Loa  (3) 

— BMardtoaP) 

6-1  Bwenhaly,  B-1 


tnudmOO T MelimWEn  2 

TDPIWiTPBi  Bnaiap  B.IWdta'lBnB 

Baton  anna  WMhan.  5-4  SBonsngo.  12-1  Mhita'i  Star,  VbgUtgbbi.  50-1  Bluittmod  MU.  Raamonj 
8mndy.  66-1  Margl  Boo  Tnaiain 

4.00  DDLOira  N0 1 W •»  HANDICAP  7f  CSJM6 

1 IVTOOO-1  A5HOO«S(42)(a>)UJaiia8Jon6-TW) JHaamrS 

2 OBOI-a)  LITTLE  BNR  (25)  (CO)  (BP)  PEvam  5-6-6 L Dotted  4 

3 602-434  CRETAN  DIPT  (IB)  (C)  NLnmodsa  5*6-4 TMolwgMtall 

_DWltaM(2)12 


4 215-400  EVBRSNT  (7)  (CO)  A 

B 40010-3  POMAMM  (42)  H( 


• 0000-00  OULPBHAADlm  (CO)  EANtan  4-5-0  

7 364005-  RnWMNDlMCKNiaSdSS) (CO) BUlmana 5-6-11  Jteml 

• 0-65131  BLOS  (121(D)  TNuoMon  5-5-11 TAf*tay(7)  1 

B 0046-60  IDBD  SKY  (21)  (O  A BtHeyS-M  Mtama  7 

10  533-309  PATBY OBHBB (IB) J Mmsb 6-6-6 PPNmpligr(B) 

It  3112-20  PNOBYSPCNCBR (33) (WCThorataa 4-8-6 DMoKaomS 

12  004114  CHADUBOH LANE (4}(Oia4 P») R HatolmM 4-B-3  FLfnah(7)B 

TOP  mw  TIPBi  CfeadtaVi  lamB.  Ltta  fear  7,  AAgm  • 

BoBtav  6-2  Athgns.  £-1  Uk».  6-1  Cretan  GO.  7-1  Chodtela*  Lias.  8-1  PH^aioQ.  Utde  Ibnr,  Patay 
QfhwLWPogwSpeim.l^l&ietMl i2nnam 

■ 4k30  BB  MY  VAUanWEBElLDia  STAKES  SYDMCZ^SB 

1 604150  CAITLIBOVBWOB  (28)  (D)PHHtam  6-4 JWaamrE 

2 442651  COPPOl  BTBBUT  (B)  (D)  P HBdam  9-4  

3 ZDD-NC  THE  FRBKY  PAfMlE&M  WTertlH  64 ADaV(7)1 

4 3050-11  MYSTIC  IBM  (14)  (£D)J5caigil  8-« RCwhraaaS 

5 60841  AtPMbTUMPWMCE(37)JLtemaa-T1 PFanay(9)4 

8 00005  SHOOT  THE  MWSTDEL  (7)  JPetang  Ml HCaHtataD 

7 0-605  DMEfe£  (7)  H tefllosaead  B-6 F Lynch  fTJ» 

8 8&-M  MARSH) SKBT (28) {B^P Bun M SSaadMB 

B 4SWD?  WCTUNUSIOUX (7) JPtttanng 8-6 JQntaa? 

TOP  PORMTIPSr  NyxScTaotpo  B,  M*tao3Jm17.71iP  WMCJ  Famer  6 

Bantam  5-4  Untie  Team  11-2  Hutto  Street  8-1  Conor  Brigu.  Wcara  Soar.  The  Frisky  Farmer. 
CtadeQtwenor.  14-4  Dta»-C.  30-1  Shoot  The  Ilham)  Smnerc 


IB  563-302  MTBYQ8HIBS (IB) JUMSB 6-6-6 


J Warner* 

J l~iit— 1 3* 

» Do*  (7)1 

RCadaaaaB 

PFanay(5>4 

— H eaHbtag 

f Lynch  rn* 

S Sandora  6 

4 Oita  7 

i Stoat.  The  Frteky  Farmer, 

BwaaUT 


5.00  LABnOKHEROf  HAHinBAP3YDBI!1^63 

1 0L15M  HIYHII10irnPWB8(T^mTteiialtaS^ 

2 604121  BOFFY(7)(7ta»)l«»)8Baii*M — tarn  Btaate  (7)3 

3 062M6  ttAOAJULU  (20)  (D)  P Et*»*  %5 

4 5431-34  Qd  LA  WCH  (20)(Cg)  JB*ryA-9  — Htafcta  B 

9 4810-QD  MONKEY 2ANTY(1B)(C)JL Hams 8-1 PFeoay(5)l 

B gHB-5  PONT TBLjUdYCTC (14) (C0)PE»aiN 7-10 JOedanB 

HNapMHmGMEipnH,  5-2  Bo9».4-t  Maakey  Zatty.  5-1  Gi  La  Hflh.  W-1  GegaldU,  T^-lDoiVl 
Ten  Anyone  8 namin 


TOP  FORM  TWfe  Cbtaf  Itagw  8,  Big  Slmad  7 

tentap  13-6  Chiel  Hager.  7-4  Big  SRanO,  7-i  Foote  Errand.  BneHtaw.  C-i  Stage  Player.  HmNibch.  bt-r 
Chtotfcarto.  Tap  Maa,  Bain  Munei  B ram 

3L20  WARLOKMAM  HAHHCAP  HURDLE  3m  31 11  Oydl  C3<448 

1 3-S10F3  FLEUR  OCTAL  (M)W  Turner  5-12-0 TCHmpby(7) 

2 3061/54-  BOYHHBB1  (482)  D Eboorrh  6-11-12 A Procter  (3) 

3 0-60313  TKXnTTO OIPT (27)  (CD)  (BF)  0 L Moore  6-11-4 HAIMalar(T)* 

4 DMS100  OUMILWOCO (33) (0)5 MeOor 5-1 W NHami* 

fi  RMSIi-  BADHAXHA1H  (224)  (CD)  C NaNi  10-11-4 J « KjrnraH 

B 3-C34D  IHANtlS NUfl (SB) R ftn» B-TT-3  — _____ DLPSUftaaa 

7 6600-61  CAMBD  (SB)  M Bank!  10-11-2 DBkynna 

B lirtAJ-0  BANK  PLACE (82)  (BF) S Sbermod  6-1D-11 QBndtay* 

■ 15  HUCHTOO HUH (40)T teogMee 4-10^ DOaBagbm 

10  300442- PHOKENASiA  (307)  KC-BiOMl  6-104 D Bridgwater 

11  M-46010  DISTANT  HOME  (27)  A Jawe  8-10-1 _..3ltaiai<l)* 

12  1PD5-03  LOFTY  Dm  (40)11  Uussoc  6-10-0 SKaigHtay 

15  P-1E6DD  KMYAZ(21)  I2SL  Rtchonfe  6-10-0 jBophta HBdhaB 

(9) 

14  BBV-M  DOBEWABE(21)JF6sai-HByai6-10-0 BFMaa(3) 

18  SH2U-P  SMART  RBAL  (78)  J AketlurM  8-1D-0 JLmeh 

IB  POP-P  JUST  A BEAU  (TB)  Un  L Jewn  5-10-0 0 Lately 

TUP  FORM  TIPBi  Maamat  EMar  8,  Dhtaat  Hama  7,  Canrfw  6 

Batting:  9-3  Tlderty  I G*L  B-1  Barft  Place.  Cameo.  Usanna  Ulitaf.  0-1  Dtamnl  Home,  «M  Modi  Toe  Ugh 
Bcytrieod.  0-1  Pnoee NaahL  Fleuf  Da  Tal,  OkSrfll  Hoed  llmtan. 

3.50  TUfMS  couims  HANDICAP  HWU£  a*  IlOyda  C2^74 

1 22-3J1S  HDRDAHSK  (32)  (CD)  MMadgwldt  7-12-0 Ji  Fenton  (3) 

2 2254-411  CAWAHRA  BOY  (SB)  (D)C-kUT»S  0-11-1! Mr  E Junes 

3 24411  HEAD  FUR  HBAVEM(T1)R  Hoad  6-1 1-2 O Bndtay 

4 3011  YUBHALEE  (S3)  (D)M  Ape  4-10-13 — D Bridgwater 

5 364-0  FABRUUU  (27)  T tenghton  6-10-B BUMadu 

• 4EPBDP-  Q.  ORAHDO  (280)  K C-Drorm  6-U-d 0 Ho  fan  (3) 

7 56346-0  THUHOOL  (21)  R tene  6-10-6 — DOTnMran 

■ WCO  MHHtallUS  linn-  mi  S Meter  «-10-2 Nlm 

TOP  raHETTBBmngbardN  Ran  B,  Oanami  Boy  7,  HortMiat  6 

Beutagt  2-i  Cmana  Boy.  I'M  Tinmlee.  S-2  NaraaiEt.  5-i  Head  For  Heaven.  Shepherds  ReeL  in 
FabnaiB.  70-1  Ttahool.  B Grand a B nan. 

4.20  ILB. BASSOON MWNIHia I IHIETBS’ CHASE Hn—iptatt Cl JE31 

1 523335-  COOL  AND  BABY  (341)  (D)  J DafeXM  10-0-7 taFMoa(B) 

2 00006-3  1WPHK)TIH{11){U)  (BF)  H TmHan-DlvMS  11-12-7  M RbnaB  (B) 

3 J21P/F5-  KDEDAIRteE (3*7)9 Alaa  12-tW! AHteltam 

4 45JF4/4-  BUONARROTI  (2SB)  Mn  D BKk63  B-C-0 M Batten  (7) 

6 U1453S-  CHAHDB1  (296)  Mrs  Sailv  MiNna  10-12-0 X Btetey  (71 

8 IHU- CLARE  MAH  (B44){D)NTin8tgn4)BineS  0-13-0 A BaMfae(T) 

7 UUH-  HOLLAM>BniSB(331)(D)PChaiirfiiBS  10-12-0 C Vlgon (71 

8 Z3F1U-HBHMiaHTLY(2S1)(D)  Mm  SCobdeo  0-124 Kra  J Rtoed(T) 

B OUT  PON  FUN  USB  CMardl  10-12-0 IfatCMm 

10  16/26/6-  TRVUMPHAMr  LAD (272)  14  DaaslBy  12-12-0 SDoaatay(T) 

TOP  ramTVSi  Mr  OeS^rfly  B|  Tlpplai  Tbno7,  KaBaid  Home  6 

Batttap  94  Tipping  Tim,  4-1  Ur  Goegftty.  tekand  tease.  6-1  Clare  Man.  B-1  Cod  Ami  Easy,  ID-i 
BoMarreb.  13-1  Old  ftl  Fua.  25-1  Charden  10  rumen. 

4.50  LEVY  DBAmRirniHBIIUTEOPBIHH  HAT  RACE  taallByde  Cl £63 

1 021  SUTHIMAMD  MOBS  (23)  D Njdtntoon  5-11-6 , [-1 

I BAfBCS  OFTHE  BHDS  Mrs  B IftrYifl  5-1 W JEWm 

5 0-  BOXOHOYE MAR (340)  JOid 6-11-2 QBtwBey 

4 CtNBBKAND  YOUTH  Litas  C Caroe  6-1V-S JLawranea 

5 QUWBR  JOHN  R te«4  5-11-2 JS  Fenton  (3) 

• 5 KAHCIJBQH  MAN  (40)  P Hatfla  6-17-2  M Moran  (Tl 

7 LBTM1I  CaTTAOE  T Cony  5-1 T-2 TLHnlfA 

B HUUMTDRR  Row  5-1W rirTiMian 

B MYWCKYKBahogS-lM ATary 

« D MYSTIC  HARM  (27)  PRodUftl  6-11-2 SBrnmnob 

11  PADMND  8 De  Hue  S-11-2 DOtUTBIL 

IX  0 ROYAL  HARO  (82)  U Uadgatcfc  6-11-2 IN  J CUHotr  (7) 

13  84  THE  PROMO  (90)  NT«iSU»-Djm«s  5-11-2 jHHtekKI 

14  OTUC  YOUR  FORELOCK  (2Y)  0 JHfiightan  5-11-2 NtmEJ 

IB  HIM  IDCHMPIph  5-10-11 SffipZL, 

16  ALBERT  THE  LMM  J tevltto  4-10-6 DltoMfn 

17  SPLERDLDTHYHER  Hoad  4-1 M RterrM 

18  JUST  JA8MHEK8ehop4-IO-t RCbaaaa 

18  TEMPHtATURH  MHNO  U Pipi  4-10-1 BBridOMter 

20  TUB  ran  A WALTZ  HCdbn^tdgB  4-10-1 MrPCtaec 

BattfafiS-i  Guherlana  Moss,  «-l  Bmomw  Man. 5-1  Temperattre  Rising.  8-1  Ksnciaqh  Man.  The  Profits, 
12-1  lUImfir.Uiy  Loch.  16-1  Alien  The  Uon  iBimmen. 


3JO(BI)ll,DOg6MNHQOLPTIMtTI*aa 
[1-4  lawft:  2.04mm  Hatma  (8-3).  3,  dotty 
Kbm  (50-1).  5 nn  Shd.  bd.  (Laid  Hunifaxr- 
don)  Tota.I1  Jb  £1.00.  £2-10.  Dim)  F.  £1.50. 
CSFiCLW. 

4JO(a»H)i1,C4H  THOMAS  MatCHAM,  A 
□tljr  (18-1L-  a,  Ndtftaaa  (5-3  tev):3,CaBMe 
AIM  0-1).  8 ran.  X.  6.  [S  Dow)  Tate:  £19^40; 
EZ.60.  Cl. 40.  Cl  JO.  Duel  F:  £12-00  CSF: 
£91  JO.  TrtaaaC  C13BJQ. 

■4-BO  (SIR  1,  HOBO  MAOIC,  S Sander* 
(M*  a.  Bmp  Imp  (TIM):  3, 

(8-1).  1V4  lav  Spender.  8 ran.  IS.  It  fl. 


Uontegue  Hall)  Tine  CJU:  tl.TD.  £2d0. 
SUM).  Dual  F:  03.00  C£f:  £4131  Tricast 
fBttJSS.  Tw  Cl  1081 
QUADPOTK290-  PLACEDOTsni30. 

KELSO 

1w40  (3m  Bf  110yd.  H*)  1,  SANTA 
OOHCSBTO,  T Reed  (4-7  lav):  a.  Umete 
Ka^(7-1):3,ltelimal%Psna«r|Z5-1).1fl 
ran.  is.  dsL  (L  Luoflo)  Toie:  n BK  ti.ia 
wai  £3.50.  Dual  F:  0 40  CSF.  BB.09.  Trio; 
£14  60. 


LIO  (3m  If  Cfc):  1,  PARSONS  BOY,  A 
OaDbn  (13-8  (BV);  8,  CaaaRhia  B (2Sr-i|.  3, 
VMpfa  da  1 tenam  (10-1).  13  ran,  2. 1.  (0 
Kchante)  Tote:  £2.90:  £110.  £30.10,  BA 
Dull  Pi  Cl  1290  CSF:  £40,78. 

ZAO  (MB  IIDytte  man):  1,  RALACN- 
OATE  KDrfO,  B Hard  tag  (8-4  tev):  2.  Oilof 
Hntatar  (5-21.  a,Crx*tdL— » (13-21  5 ran 
Hd.  X (A  Wh  marts)  Tote'  £3  SO:  £l.40.  £1.71 
OwIF:  £881  CSF-  £7.71 
Z10(2m,  Hlktaji  1,  DHSCT  ROUTE,  P 
Carbarry  (evens  (av):  z,  Soprame  Scnrfet 
(7-2);  3,Wl«ntiBtfyimv(S-l|  IOran.X.1 


(J  Hovsara  Johnson)  Tote-  n.90,  £i jo. 
£1-50.  n.4a  Dual  F:  £3.51  CSF  £501.  Trt- 
■Gmst  £11.07.  Trkr.  £780 
ZAO  (9m  If  Cta):  1,  ABEHOnOMMY 
CMIKE,  P Carter  ry  19-2):  S,  CM8db  Boy 
(B-1);  Z Mom  Cimowr  (14-1).  14  itv  (Mhi 
V.  8 ran  IX  6.  (J  Howard  Johnson)  Tote- 
£480:  £1.10.  £2.70.  £281  Dual  F:  EWJa 
CSF;  £37.41.  Tricast  £427  44,  Trio-  04.11 
NR;  Emora Id  Storm. 

4.10  (2m  IlOyd*  Hdte):  1,  CUPPED 
OUT,  H Qamny  (4-1):  2,  Ctotorfuf  AittM- 
tioa  ( 12-1);  Z Crystal  cm  (7-1 L 11-4  phw 


2. 1 0 WOLSmOHAM  MABEN  HURDLE  tan  M 1 10yds  C2828 
1 32/0-0  BALLYALUA  CASTLE  (BO)  R Fignsr  7-1 1-7  JCaBaghn 

3 OOAVAIU  (11)  Mr*  SBranali  6-11-7 J Data 

B 00  FM  TUB  OAFFBR  (83)  Mart. nTodiumer  5-11-7 OWnta|(l) 

4 540P-PP  JUSTFOR  HE  (68)  J Moore  7-11-7 NBenOay 

9 Otm  RUSnCWARM0R(95)  J Heileos  6-1T-7 T Rood 

a SAOAVIUEJ  Norton  8-11-7 QUm(3) 

7 0 SILLY  MONEY  (25)  T Easiarby  5-11-7 — LWyer 

0 DQf-0  Sfl-YHISUNAL (34)  hOlww  7-1-1-7  _____ Jactjni CMier 

B 420  8TARPEHraiNU3U76)  Mis  M Rewtoy  5-11-7 PNtaaa 

10  40-0  THE  ARCHOMAN  (22}  J Young  7-11-7 _A  Dobbin 

11  0 YOUNG  ARDROSS  (11)  J Norton  5-1 V7 W Fry 

12  P4  DEAR EMZY (21  )J Smert 5-11-2  ■teSStden 

13  OP.'®-  FAUVTNLUCE  LADY  (377)  W Smah  7-11-2 _DKa*aimgt><9> 

14  0 IBTE  SPRITE (21) R Barr  6-11-2 — HSmBfe 

15  06-000  STDHHULL  AMAZON  (21)  T Tale  S-11-2 RGmtty 

IB  03  EEBI  TO  THE  LAST  (23)  M Hammond  4-10-10 M Dwyer 

17  FINER  FSELBMS  J Wslnmlghl  4-10-5 MKQrrai 

18  04  OUR RABMOW (31) UriS  Austin 4-10-5 BOmltan(T) 

TOP  FORM TVft  Mar  PtefonatrB,  Keen  TaTlia  Uet  7,  Oar  RatabewB 

Brtttegi;-]  Star  Polar  mar.  »-4  Keen  To  The  Lad.  8-1  Our  Ramtaw.  10-1  Srfly  Money.  Coral  to.  14-1  Young 
Aidrosi  Deal  Emrfy.  Stormhll  Ameron  IBiieiaia. 

[ 2.40  HORIH  EAST  RACIHGCUUB  HANDICAP  HUHOLE  tan  ff  110yds  C3JI82 

1 1350-0  BMEF  RBNOON  (141)  S KeBeeall  5-12-0 JtaC  Bonner  (3) 

2 040242  URBAN  DAHCNMI  (13)  BENson  7-1 1-8 B Hording  (3) 

3 211-315  DOWN  THE  FELL  (11)  J Howard  Johnson  7-11-5  — J FTtky 

4 6254-19  ONCE  MOHS  FOR  LUCK  (TO)  (D)pOF)  Mrs  U Reystey  S-11-4 PNvaa 

9 1)6061  VALDE  RAMA  (13)  ICO)  Denys  Smrfh  7-11-3 E Storey 

0 141Wt  EARHAT1AN (11) M Hanarmnd  5-10-5  — - ADnUte 

7 12W20SUCDOISPHI  (25)  J Norton  6-10-7 _E  CaBnghon  (5) 

8 300P-5P  OLBHJOB (41) (CD) GMocre 5-70-6 NBmdtay 

B JF-03CB  QYHCNAK SOVBBON(28)(l>) G HoimflS 5-70-5 _-HMteta> 

• 10  1365  SHMIU  DOE (29) T Easterly/  4-10-4 LWyer 

TUP  TORN  TIPS*  Dona  The  M 1 bndtan  7,  Sadlaa  Spin  6 

DeNtap  9-4  Down  The  Fall.  4-1  Once  Mom  For  Luc*.  5-1  Samoan.  7-1  Val  Do  Rama.  Sudden  Spin.  8-1 
Urban  Dansing.  Shlmng  Edge.  16-1  Gymcrok  Sameign  10  nmaari 

| 3.10  BBT  VBflH  THE  TOTE  HOVKE  CHASE  (01UUJF1ER)  3m  M K4823 

1 37P-U13  LB  DETECTOR  (21)  C Porter  8-11-10 J ) (tartar 

2 POU-n  CAUTW SHOTS (31)(CU)J Wade 7-1V5 KJonaa 

a 030433  AVOWHAT  (4)  J O'Uik  6-VMO  __  R NaOtteh 

4 0533-36  CHARTBI FAIR (13)  V Thompson  12-10-10 DWHdnsoB 

5 C COMMANDEER  (79)  Una  U UIHgan  B- 10-10 JGNaglm 

6 42P-642  OO  SHLY  (31)  BEHaon  10-10-10 Btterdtag 

T U MOUNT  AH  POX  (13)  V Thoomson  6-10-10  -H  Batetay 

B 0-2?  OVmTHBCanmH  (34}  J Com  6-10-10 .—  -M  Dwyrr 

6 0>^l  PAUI COURT (41) Mrs LWHtemson 5-10-10 TRaed 

10  UP-0530  SHUIL  SAOR  (22)  Mrs  5 Smith  9-10-10 Rbtett 

tl  06P-£P3  THE GALLOPDniAJOR (13) Mrs  M Rpveley 6-10-10 PNm 

12  E6-P  HUTHBBDOE(U)H  Alexander  6-10-5  BSterey 

TOP  FORM  TB>Si  Lie  Doleetar  8,  Omr  llw  Cent)  7,  (to  SBta  6 

BeHtagi  7-4  L a Delean.  9-2  The  Gaik* in  main.  7-1  Call  The  Shots.  9-1  AmwnaL  Go  Stay.  Over  The 
Corrib.  14-1  Palm  Court.  20-1  Cnaner  Fair  19 nr 

3-40  ST  EDMIMDS  HOVKE  CHASE  ten  5TC3841 

1 P615-03  OVERWHELM  (15)  V Thompson  B-1 1-11 OlKkfaaen 

2 2216/-40  CALLEHMOV  (11)0  Lamb  6-11— > - A Mantilla  (7) 

3 CAB— OWEY  j Heflare  a-n-4 Tbarf 

4 015-156  DEnUY (41) GMocre 6-11 -r JCdmhm 

5 04-0P56  EXCISE  MAE  (IT)  FWaiBn  J-1W Mr  A Robson 

8 OPi'-FPSP  LEADER  SAL  (BB)  J Wade  7-11-4  JCJonos 

7 0-4F4FU  MONY-SWP  (25)  MreSSmidl  7-11-4 RGuote 

8 5P-22P2  NO.TEGfflTY(13)UrsPSty7-lV-4 HMartay 

B P3-4450  HOTABLH  EXCBmON  (41)  Mrs  M ReMrfey  7-11-4  FMas 

10  555-24  0MESEVENFDUR(90)(BF)  G Ruhards  7-1H A Dohbfa 

11  OST)  RANDOM KBiG (25)  J made  9-11-4 FPsnatt 

12  IJ2F5-04  RISKY DB (1 1 9) V Ttkunptm 7-11-4 JIBorttay 

13  M-  SHARP PBH (396)  H OO-rer  7-11-4 — -JanwIOBmr 

14  90-6232  SOLBA  (IB)  C Parker  7-11-4 B Stony 

15  P-0  RUAUBT (11)  TTaie  7-10-13 RGurMy 

TOP  ram  TN*S:  SsMa  1 Hotetda  Eraptlm  7,  HsBowNy  B 

HeMtop  7-2  Win  4-1  tertBgnt,.  6-1  Notable  Emta.  Devilry.  7-1  Onesemrfovr.  HualnvL  15-1 
Oranrtrfnn.  Ltooy-Skm  20-1  R«ky  Dee  15  1 

4.10  JACK  BOTTOM  MOfOMAL  HANDICAP  CHASE  tan  If  E4.1 20 

1 6-11K4  BSLD1HE (18) (D) P MuntoBh  11-12-0 JFTBtay 

3 3221/36  rm.cn'H.b  mjn  (3B)  (U)  a Ratarda  n-i  i-9 a demi 

3 0/112-11  SUPS!  TRUCKER  (337)  (CO)  D Eddy  13-10-13 PNtaaa 

4 2P-6051  TNESmOER  (21)  (CD)  MW  Esetety  14-10-12 RGnrltly 

9 V24-03  KANNDABZ (211(D) NTMtlei 9-10-6  (Daw* 

B 0439-FO  PORT  IN  A STURM  (20)  U Hammond  7-10-0 BrCBMMrtR 

7 J5D05-0  PALM  HOUSE  (13)  J tellens  11-W-O £ Storey 

8 251540.'-  NO  MCfflE  THE  raOL  (B1 1)  Urs  L WlUamsoe  19-19-0 OFaMr(l) 

TOP  ratal  TBCe  IhdUw  B,  Simor  Tracker  7,  Bobflre  B 

BoRtag:  5-2  Super  Imekat,  11-4  Tiestodor,  4-1  PnMJpfce  Rga,  BeUIHfi.  6-1  KMndabH.  20-1  POT  In  A 
Storm.  33-1  Nc  More TneFocL  Palm  rteme  BiaaatM- 

4.40  8EDG4yiB.nriAmrNEHFlATHACEtan1M10yttaC1800 

1 6 CORMMULZIE (22)  K Morgan  5-11-5 ECaMm(S] 

a 40  FBHERS (11) Mrs P Sly  5-11— B BHanteg(3) 


3 00  J*ACCUSE (25) M Meagker 6-11-5 Jbltarin 

4 0 LORD  IBCK(11)RBaiT  6-11-6 M H.rteyHn  (T) 

5 REDWARflORU  Hammond  5-11-5 JtrCBomrt*) 

■ 46  HW8  OUT  THE  BEST  (25)  T Taw  5-1 1-6 terWBareeB(7] 

7 RUM  RB&  F HallDB  5-1 1-8 A Rebooa 

8 0 CELTIC  COMMA  (IS)  W Rend  5-1 V-3 DPtekarP) 

S 0 ON  THE  MOVE  [SOJ  J Turner  5-11-3 BOnma(7) 

10  BPHH8ECKY(T  I)  JJrtlMson  5-11-3 . HHateb>n(7) 

11  ALBERT  THE  UOM  J Nerllto  4-ig.u QC3UI(6) 

1R  CARUSURAKMTO’SJ  Berry  4-10-12 £ Haworth  (7) 

19  0 GOLF  LAUD  (25)  LLungo  4-10-12 FPteraO 

14  BMBCH  J JeHaipon  4-10-7  J_ FLa*H&) 

BoBfa*  3-1  Bitten.  4-1  Fen  era.  11-2  Red  Warna.  6-1  Cortraubia.  6-1  Ride  Our  Tne  HssL  Cartela 
BtMdo's.  lO-i  Gob  Land.  16-1  Pftitecky  14  non. 


• Blinkered  today  for  the 
first  time:  LINGFIELD:  2.20 
Celtic  Lilley.  WOLVER- 
HAMPTON: 2.25  Torrev 
Pines;  4.00  Patsy  Grimes.  AS- 
COT: 2.30  Brindley  House; 
SEDGEFIELD:  1.35  Cool  Steel 


FULL  RESULTS  SERV!CE| 

089  1 -1  68-1  68 


BalhBnwch  8 Fatal  Fling,  is  ran.  IS  BL  (U 
Todhuntnr)  Toie.  C6.20.E1.S0  C5J0.  E1W. 
Dual  F CfiD.ia  CSF'  CS3  46.  Trio  £137.70 
FffL  Enchanted  Cottage. 

*40  (2m  2fHdto)i  1 , BT  ASH  THM  CJkSH, 
A Dobbin  (8-4  It  lavl.  2,  Arwgoo  Ayr  (9-4  jt 
tev):a,Sanaoolni— I).  Bran.  1. 2D.  (TDyerl 
Tote.  £3.10.  Ci  .70.  CS  00  Duel  F:  £2.10.  CSF: 
£788 

JACKPOTi  £6.76040 
GUADPOTi  £37.30 
PLAOBWiCiaTTP 
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Skiing 


Skaardal 
breaks  a 
big  duck 


On  the  edge . . . A tie  Skaardal  races  to  Norway’s  first  Super-G  world  championship  gold  and  his  own  first  major  title  in  Sierra  Nevada  yesterday 


PHOTOGRAPH:  RUBEN  SPWCH 


ATLE  SKAARDAL.  who 
had  never  won  a 
major  title,  became 
Norway's  first  super-giant 
slalom  gold  medallist  when 
he  won  the  event  at  the 
world  championships  In 
southern  Spain's  Sierra  Ne- 
vada yesterday. 

Skaardal,  sixth  In  the 
1994  Olympics  at  LUleham- 
mer,  managed  lmin 
'21.80sec.  too  quick  by 
0-29sec  for  Sweden's  Patrlk 
Jaerbyn.  who  was  second. 

"I  was  very  insecure 
when  I took  a look  at  the 
course  this  morning,"  said 
Skaardal.  dedicating  the 
win  to  Ms  grandfather,  who 
died  in  January. 

**I  wasn't  sure  how  to 
navigate  it.  But  I had  a 
super  feeling  in  the  start- 
house  and  went  down  with- 
out a mistake.  My  main 
concern  was  adjusting  my 
edges  and  deciding  how 
hard  I should  take  the 
turns.  You  can  lose  or  win  a 
lot  of  time  on  them.” 

He  contests  the  men's 
downhill  on  Saturday,  bis 
30th  birthday. 

Jaerbyn.  who  has  had  a 
disappointing  World  Cup 
season  after  two  silvers  and 
a bronze  at  the  1994  Olym- 
pics. was  the  first  man 
down  and  produced  a sur- 
prisingly fast  1.22.09  on  the 
1.37-mile,  44-gate  piste 
which  was  powdered  by 
fresh  overnight  snow. 

The  Swede,  who  had 
never  previously  finished 
higher  than  fourth,  saw  his 
time  survive  10  challenges 
before  Skaardal  was  12th 
outofthehuL 
"With  the  No.  1 start  po- 
sition I thought  I had  no 
chance  because  of  the  con- 
ditions.’* said  Jaerbyn.  "I 
thought  the  course  would 
get  foster  and  I'm  really 
surprised." 

Another  Norwegian,  Kje- 
til-Andre  Aaamodt.  was 
third  in  1.22.11.  The  reign- 
ing World  Cup  super-giant 
champion  Peter  Runggal- 
dier  of  Italy  and  the  World 
Cup  downhill  winner  Luc 
Alpband  of  France  were 
among  those  to  disappoint. 

The  defending  champion 
Austria's  Stefan  Eber- 
harter  also  finished  well 
down  the  field,  two  seconds 
off  the  pace.  He  has  suf- 
fered five  mqjor  injuries 
since  winning  the  title  In 
1991. 


Jones  fined  £2,000 
over  ‘squealers’ 


Russell  Thomas 


V IN  NEE  JONES  has  been 
fined  £2,000  by  the  Foot- 
ball Association  for  his 
scathing  newspaper  attack  on 
Ruud  Gullit  and  foreign  play- 
ers. It  means  the  transfer- 
seeking Wimbledon  mid- 
fielder has  been  docked  an 
astonishing  E26J250  in  three 
years  by  Lancaster  Gate  for 
his  disciplinary  excesses. 

In  that  time  Jones  has  been 
fined  five  times  and  the  FA 
considered  banning  him  over 
the  printed  attack  in  which 
he  likened  Gullit  to  “a  cock- 
roach" and  accused  Chelsea's 
Dutchman  and  other  foreign 
imports  of  "squealing”. 

But  the  FA  spokesman 
Steve  Double  said  of  Jones's 
latest  punishment:  "He  was 
hit  in  the  pocket  rather  than 
with  a suspension  because  we 
accepted  that  Wimbledon  did 
not  have  any  control  over  the 
article  — or  him.” 

Jones  hit  out  in  a national 
newspaper  after  being  sent  off 
for  a lunging  challenge  on 
Gullit  in  Wimbledon’s  victory 
at  Stamford  Bridge  on  Boxing 
Day.  Wimbledon's  Welsh  in- 
ternational had  earlier 
claimed  Gullit  took  "a  dive”, 
tricking  the  referee.  It  was 
Jones's  11th  dismissal  of  his 
career,  although  one  has  been 
rescinded. 

Jones  rejected  the  opportu- 
nity of  a personal  hearing 
into  the  direspute  charge,  in- 
stead writing  to  the  FA.  ten- 


dering his  "apologies  and 
regrets"  over  his  inflamma- 
tory words. 

Jones's  heaviest  financial 
penalty  was  handed  out  in 
November  1993,  when  he  was 
fined  £20,000  and  given  a sus- 
pended six-month  suspension 
by  the  FA  for  his  part  in  the 
notorious  video  Soccer's  Hard 
Men,  glorifying  the  game's 
dirty  tricks. 

Arsenal's  manager  Bruce 
Rioch  and  Newcastle's  No.  2 
Terry  McDermott  have  es- 
caped disciplinary  action  by 
the  FA  after  their  touchline 
bust-up  during  Arsenal’s 
Coca-Cola  Cup  quarter-final 
win  over  Newcastle  last 
month. 

Rioch  later  apologised  to 
the  FA  for  what  he  described 
as  “an  aggressive  verbal  con- 
frontation" with  McDermott 
The  two  had  to  be  separated 
by  Kevin  Keegan  and  High- 
bury stewards  after  they 
clashed  following  David  Gino- 
la's  sending-off  for  elbowing 
Lee  Dixon. 

But  the  Arsenal  manager 
was  seen  as  principally  res- 
ponsible fbr  the  incident  and 
has  been  warned  of  the  conse- 
quences if  he  steps  out  of  line 
again.  The  FA  said:  “We  have 
written  to  him  to  advise  him 
that  if  he  gets  involved  in  a 
similar  incident  we  will  not 
hesitate  to  charge  him. 

“We  accepted  McDermott’s 
explanation  that  he  was  effec- 
tively trying  to  keep  the  peace 
and  we  will  be  taking  no  fur- 
ther action  against  him." 
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Laws  ready  to  go  after  Bonetti  fracas 


Ian  Ross 


Grimsby  Town  s fa 

Cup  meeting  with  West 
Ham  tonight  could  well 
mark  the  end  of  Brian  Laws’ 
managerial  reign  at  Blundell 
Park. 

Laws  offered  to  resign  yes- 
terday in  the  wake  of  an  inci- 
dent at  Luton  on  Saturday 
when  he  allegedly  punched 
one  of  his  own  players,  the 
Italian  Ivano  Bonetti.  in  the 
dressing-room  after 

Grimsby's  3-2  defeat. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  as 
Bonetti  underwent  surgery  to 
repair  a fractured  cheekbone 
and  free  a trapped  facial 
nerve.  Laws  prepared  his 


team  for  the  fourth-round 
replay  fully  aware  that  he 
may  be  unemployed  at  the 
final  whistle. 

Laws  confirmed  yesterday 
that  his  future  may  lie  else- 
where. “A  regrettable  Inci- 
dent did  take  place,”  he  said. 
“I  will  go  if  it  is  thought  that 
this  would  be  in  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  club." 

Bonetti  said  he  would  delay 
any  decision  on  his  own 
future  until  after  tonight's 
game.  “I  don’t  want  to  talk 
about  what  happened  or  what 
my  plans  might  be  because  I 
don’t  want  anything  to  over- 
shadow the  club's  main  objec- 
tive. which  is  defeating  West 
ham."  The  injuries  could  rule 
him  out  for  six  weeks. 


Bonetti  added:  “I  have  al- 
ways got  on  brilliantly  with 
the  rest  of  the  players  and 
with  the  fans;  I feel  married 
to  Grimsby  Town.  Clearly  I 
face  a very  difficult  decision.  I 
will  give  it  much  thought  and 
consideration." 

Although  Grimsby’s  chair- 
man Bill  Carr  and  his  board 
confusingly  continued  to  in- 
sist that  the  matter  was 
closed,  it  is  likely  either 
Laws  or  Bonetti  will  depart 
before  the  weekend. 

Laws,  who  succeeded  Alan 
Buckley  in  November  1994.  is 
a popular  figure  at  Grimsby 
but  he  certainly  does  not  en- 
joy the  sort  Of  cult  status  af- 
forded to  Bonetti. 

Indeed  the  former  Juventus 


and  Sampdoria  player  is  at 
Grimsby  only  because  fans 
helped  raise  £50,000  to  buy  out 
his  contract  from  an  Ameri- 
can management  company 
last  year. 

Laws’  predicament  will 
have  been  noticed  at  Burnley. 
Twenty-four  hours  after 
Jimmy  Mullen  resigned  as 
the  Lancashire  club's  man- 
ager, Laws  — a former  Burn- 
ley player  — was  installed  as 
one  of  the  favourites  to  suc- 
ceed him. 

The  other  leading  contend- 
ers are  thought  to  be  Sheffield 
United’s  assistant  manager 
Adrian  Heath.  Stockport’s 
Dave  Jones  and  Wrexham's 
Brian  Flynn. 

• The  South  African  interna- 


tional defender  Mark  Fish 
will  arrive  in  England  this 
weekend  to  begin  a two-week 
trial  with  Manchester  United. 
• Tottenham’s  manager 
Gerry  Francis  wants  to  pre- 
vent the  London  Monarchs 
playing  American  Football  at 
White  Hart  Lane  because  the 
deteriorating  pitch  is  threat- 
ening their  challenge  for  a 
Oefa  Cup  place.  But  the  Mon- 
archs, who  have  a contract  to 
play  five  World  League  games 
at  Spurs  from  April,  will  not 
be  budged.  The  Monarchs 
spokesman  Alastair  MacPhail 
said::  “The  opt-out  clause 
time  has  passed  for  1996  and 
we  are  already  committed  to 
these  matches  at  White  Hart 
Lane." 


Police  cue  in 
at  St  Andrews 


Martin  Thorpe 


POLICE  are  to  clamp 
down  on  security  at  Bir- 
mingham City  following 
the  billiard-ball  throwing 
incident  at  St  Andrews  on 
Sunday.  It  was  the  latest  in 
a catalogue  of  trouble  in- 
volving the  Midlands  club 
and  could  lead  to  City  being 
told  to  play  at  least  one 
game  behind  closed  doors. 

Police  are  also  currently 
scanning  their  CCTV  video 
of  the  Coca-Cola  Cup  tie  to 
ascertain  who  hurled  the 
billiard  ball  at  Leeds’s  Gary 
McAllister  and  the  coins 
which  were  also  found  on 
the  pitch.  Police  will  ask 
ITV  for  their  footage. 

“We're  scanning  the  film 
now  to  see  if  we  can  recog- 
nise anybody.**  said  chief 
superintendent  Colin  Mc- 
Donald, who  is  in  charge  of 
the  club’s  policing  although 
some  Tow-risk’  games  have 
been  police-free. 

Birmingham's  owner 
David  Sullivan  also  ap- 
pealed in  the  local  press  for 
witnesses  to  the  incidents 
to  come  forward. 

McDonald  will  meet  the 
City  secretary  Alan  Jones 
on  Thursday  and  recom- 
mend that  policing  be  tight- 
ened for  the  rest  of  the  sea- 
son. He  ’ will  also  suggest 
that  no  more  games  should 
be  police-free,  as  it  takes  as 
long  as  30  minutes  to 
scramble  officers  to  the 
ground. 

• The  Birmingham  striker 
Steve  Clarldge,  29,  could  be 
on  bis  way  out  of  the  club 
after  talks  broke  down  over 
a new  three-year  contract. 


Results 


Soccer 


FA  TROPHY: 

Sudbury  Tn  v Gloucester. 

INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 

ivtefcm:  Plymouth  1.  Birming- 
ham 3. 

FOUR-NATION  TOURNAMENT:  Thai- 
land 1.  Denmark  3.  Finland  1.  Romania  1 
fStaCH  CUP:  oowd  Bat  Gumgamp  1, 

Metz  2. 


Rugby  Union 

CLUB  MATCH:  CanoaWarii  Pontypool  v 
Penarth. 

Rugby  League 

ALLIANCE  CHAMPtOMSMP:  Ofdftam  6. 
SI  Ketorre  7Z  FlrM  DfvMon:  Halifax  42. 
Lafgb  28;  Wakefield  70.  Hud  KR  24. 

Tennis 


n |QB)  01  J-P  Fleur  Ian  (Fr)  7-6.  6-3:  B 
UHhnch  iCzj  bt  R Agenor  [Haiti)  4-6. 7-6. 
7-6,  c VMtfe  (Czi  M O De Ultra  (Frl  3-6. 

7- 5.  6-2.  F Devratt  (Ban  M F MaiHflla  (Spl 

8- 4.  B-a  m Dm  (Cz)  bt  J ApeT  (Swe) 
4-6.  7-5.  6-0.  C Moya  (Sp)  bt  J Btortman 
I3W5)  6-3.  T-6, 

DUBAI  TTTTTIi  flrat  niimiT  B iruianliiu 

(Garl  bt  D Poacaciu  (Rom)  B-4,  6-4;  A 
Berate— I (Sp)  bt  J Courier  [US)  7-5. 
7-6. 

SYBASE  OPEN  (Son  Jose):  Pint  roan* 
A a— at  (US)  bt  R WoUara  (US)  6-2.  6-2; 
R n—bag  (US)  bl  H Gumy  (Arg)  6-7. 
7-5.  7-e,  J Qrafab  (US)  bt  D WltaWon  1-6, 
6-4.  7-6;  J Kroalak  (Slot  bt  it  Washington 
(US)  6-4.  6-3.  D Hot— O bt  L Jenson 


MEN'S  ATP  C HAL  Lima  EH  (LubOCk. 
□er)-  Iki^tn  HrM  round  (selected)-  J 
Beta  (GB)  bl  T K stoti  (Fin/  7-6.  5-3.  N 
Kiefer  (Ger)  bt  C Wilkinson  (GB)  5-4.  6-1 

LTA  WOMEN’S  SATELLITE  (ghafflaldt 

Hr*  rMHKfc  ■ n.srhn.n  (Aus)  bl  S Tse 
(GBI 6-1.  6-2;  S-A  SMdafl  (GB)  M J PulUn 
(GB)  6-2,  6-3;  DZartk  (Yug)  N fl  KOttOWe 
(Can)  7-8  6-4;  E Bond  (GB)  tt  A Godov  Its 
(Rom)  6-7.  6-4.  7-6:  M Wtatwritftf  (GB) 
bt  L woodruffs  (GB)  6-1.  4-a.  6-i;  J h» 
oirou  ICzj  U A Zorslu  (Poll  6-1.  6-3.  K 
SNbta  (Japan)  bt  H Van  Aakterwi  (Noth) 
6-4.  7-6:  I Ivanova  (RuSl  bt  N Egorova 
|Rua)  6-1. 6-4  8 KiiNkanRafN  (Rug)  bl  J 
Poukra  (US)  6-3.  6-4;  M CMgt  (US)  bt  K 
Warn o-Hodond  (GB)  5-2,  6-1  L Aid  (GB) 
bt  j Choudhury  (GB)  6-1  6-1:  H km 
(Japan)  W A Unkova  (Rub)  6-1.  6-1;  C 
Tailor  iGBl  bl  V ZhiAovts  (Belarus)  6-2. 
*-6.  7-5.  J Ward  IGB)  bl  M Kucerova 
(Get)  6-2.  4-6.  7-5:  D Haafc  INethl  bt  L 
Janssen  (Fin)  6-0. 6-1:  C Btocfc  dm)  bt  M 
Martin  a (Rus)  6-0.  6-3. 


Athletics 


INDOOR  INTERNATIONAL  (Glasgow. 
Feb  24)- ttttaki  s Ranoa  Toon  Brtatac 
Hots  6 One  M Rosawaes  (Blrcftfteki),  J 
John  iBirchheid).  200m:  J Regs  (Bel- 
grave),  0 Turner  (Cardiff).  400m;  □ La- 
QfijO  (Balgrgve),  M Hymn  (Windsor). 
aOOrre  E King  (Ballymena).  A WhNernan 


IGECL  iS 


: T West  (Morpeth).  A Duka 


(Thames  Valley).  a.OOOim  I Gillespie 
(Blncftflald)  M Skelton  (Tonbridge).  ‘ 


tardea:  T Jarrell  (Haringey).  N Owen 
(Belgravo).  4k400bi  relay  ifrom)  Ladejo. 
Hjrllon  G BuBocfc  (Wigan).  K LByatf  (Nor- 
folk). A Patrick  (Windsor).  Hgh  Jump:  B 
Smith  (Liverpool).  □ Gram  (Haringey). 
Long  )om»i  C Davidson  i Newham).  S Phil- 
lips (Blrcttflefd).  Triple  Jump:  F Agyepong 
I Shaftesbury).  F AJOn  sanya  (Peleftoor- 
ough|.  Pole  vault:  N Bucfcfletd  i Crawley). 
M Betsham  (Sale)  Stan  M Proctor  (New- 
ham). S Hayward  (Sale)  Women:  ao»  M 
Hichardson  (Windsor).  B Klnch  (Houns- 
low) 200nc  M Neat  (Glasgow).  P Thomas 
(Traftord).  400m  S Gunnea  (Essex),  a 
CurtUsnLey  lEdlngburgh  WU).  aOOnn  A 
Davies  (Basingstoke).  V Sterne  (Blrch- 
rialdl.  I500w  D Gunning  (Andover),  S 
Griffiths  (Cramlington).  3,000m  A Wyeth 
(Parkatde),  S Bentley  (BlrcWleJd).  SQm 
tar  Me  at  J Agyepong  (Shaftesbury).  C 
Court  (BrrchfleM).  4*«OOm  rainy  (from) 
CurfeMtiley.  Hoof.  S Uewelryn  (Shaftes- 
bury). A RDWbctha.ni  (Rotherham).  □ Fra- 
ser (Croydon).  E Bufciiite  (WaknttadV 
Mgfa  >oopt  M Dunldey  (Kettering).  0 Mam 
(Bromley).  Long  lump:  D Lewie  (Birch- 
ItoWI.  A Brooks  (Hull).  Triple  Jump:  M 
Griffith  (Windsor).  S Anderson  (Bromley). 
Pole  vault:  K Staples  (Essex),  L Slonton 
(Rotherham).  Shot:  J Oakes  (Croydon).  M 
Lynes  (Essex). 

INDOOR  MATCH  (Vienna.  Feb  17)-  Eng- 
land v Austria.  Croatia,  Slovenia, 


A N Other.  2COm  A 

Condon  (Sale)  400db  G Bullock  (moan) 
OOOm.  A Han  iCoverury).  ISOOem  T West 
(UoroeCil.  3.000m:  U Station  (Ton- 
bridge).  OOro  leniffairi  N Owen  (BeF 
pave).  4x40 thn  relay  (from):  Bullock. 
Condon,  M Devonian  (Coventry).  C Davtd- 
son  (Newham).  A N Other.  Mgb  Junta  M 
Robbins  (Rotherham).  Long  javp  DavU- 
eon.  Triple  pnnpa  F Agyepong  (Snaftaa- 
bury).  Pole  ndh  M Betaham  (Sale). 
Stab  D Callaway  (Haringey).  Women; 
BOk  B Kindi  (Hounslow).  200mr  L Fra- 
ser (TrattordV  400ro>  A Rowtxrtham 
(AHherhaml.  BOOm>  V Sterna  iBirctiftad). 
ISOObk  D Gunning  (Andover)  SOm  tar- 
dlea:  M Wiltons  (Atoershoq  4x400m 
ralgy  {from);  Fraser.  Rowbathom  Wilkins. 
D Lewis  (BirdifieU),  A N Other  Mgh 


M buftklev  (KeDsring).  Ung  Janip: 


Lewis  Trkplo  Jwriip  A N Other.  

< Staples  (Essex).  Shod  J Oakes 
(Croydon). 


Bowls 


CHURCHILL  INSURANCE  WORLD  fM- 
UOOA  CHAMPIONSHIPS  (Prnlon)- 
6ta gleet  Rrd  nwiJi  D CoikM  (Ire)  bt  T 
Tong  IHK)  7— S,  7-2. 7-0;  W Rkfamb  (Eng) 
bt  U Gilliland  (Con)  S-7. 7-1. 3-7.  7-4. 7-4. 
Pairs:  Hrst  round:  S Atrayro  Taylor  bl  D 
Bryan l/A  Allcock  7-4.  7-3. 4-7.  2-7.  7-6 


Chess 


fPurrvj.  Estonia): 
1.  N Sftori  (Eng)  63!;  2.  A 
Khailfman  (Rus)  5X.  3-4.  J Ehhresi  (Eel).  Z 
Hracafc  (Cze)  S:  5-6.  L OU  (EM.  I Sokolov 
(Bos|4 

OOCOMCH  MASTERS  (CalcuDa)'  PtaM 
•sons  1-3.  A Nenoshev  (Uzbek),  I Novi- 
kov (ULr)  J Spealman  (Eng)  8/11.  AJeocS, 
J Howell  (Eng)  7. 


WOMEN'S  WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Jam.  Sp):  Elghtfa  game:  Xto  Jun  (China) 
0.  Z Ptgar  (Hun)  1.  Staadtagai  Xle  Zt, 


Pofgari 


Cricket 


WORLD  CUP  GOODWILL  MATCH  (Co- 
lombo)- Sri  Lanka  -MS-0  (Kimble  4-12,  Ka- 
poor 2-34).  Combined  XI 172-6  (Chandarm 
2-35.  Muralttharan  2-46).  Combined  Indfa- 
Patosttn  XI  won  by  tour  wlekata. 
SHEFFIELD  SHEUk  Path  Queensland 
154.  Western  Australia  BV-4  Melbo««rnm 
South  Auabalia  296-6  (T  Nielsen  MJBno]  v 


Ice  Hockey 


»a:  Montreal  3.  San  Jose  0:  Ottawa  4.  NY 
(■landers  1:  Toronto  4.  Pittsburgh  1. 


Alpine  Siding 


WORLD  CHAMPION  STOPS  (Stars  Ne- 
vada. apL  Manta  ergiur  glut  ilolocpi  I. 


A Skaardal  (Nor)  lmin  Tl  BOaoc:  2.  P Josr- 
byn  [Swel  1.22.00;  3.  K-a  Aamodt  (Nor) 
1-22.11  Atom  35.  G Bed  (GB)  1 MJST. 


Fixtures 


(7.36  untew  »a(ad) 

Soccer 


FA  CUP:  Fenrtti  rowwb  So)  ton  v Leeds 
(745).  FeorOi-rond  reptara  Port  Vale  v 
Evenon  (745):  lion  City  v Cowrtry  (7A6); 
Grimsby  v West  Ham  (7.45). 

COCA-COLA  CUP:  Semi  Ifcta,  tlrot  tegi 
Arsenal  v Aston  Villa  (Bin. 

TBNNCNTS  SCOTTISH  CUP:  Third 
roendi  Berwkk  v Dundee  Utd  (8.0). 
SCOTTISH  L2AOUE  tan)  DMNwk 
Stirling  « Ayr.  Third  Dhtaero  Cowden- 
beath v Brechin. 

FA  VASfi  RRb-rDUud  rndayi  Umgoto- 
Hetd  UU  v Whrenhoe  Tn  (7.40. 

TC(S  LEAGUE:  PM  DtaWene  Bognor 
Regs  Tn  v Bastogatote  Tn.  Senend  ota- 
Mac  Collier  Row  v Banataad  Atti. 

* HOMES  U2AQUA  Mltad 
Hdnx  Leicastar  Utd  v Berfworffi  Utd. 
NQHTHBW  COUWTStt  EAST  LEAOUfc 
WBunson  Sword  TrapCyi  TMrd  roamb 
Ecdoehllt  Utd  v Brodswodi  MW;  Hall  Rd 
Rngrs  v Louth  Ukf;  Worabrough  Bridge 
uwvSetoy  Tn. 

POHT1HS  LEAGUE  Hrat  DIvtakltE  Staff 
Wad  v Notts  Co  (7J)J  Tranmera  v Wolver- 
hampton (7.01.  Sxcnod  DhWoa  Hull  ► 
Rotherham  (7.0):  York  v Blackpool  (7.0): 
Burnley  v MUdlasbrough  (7.15).  TkW 
DMafao:  Carlisle  v Chaster  (7.0);  Uneohi 
v GnesamaU  (7.0);  Scmthorpe  v Doncas- 
ter (7J3):  Watsail  v Ocarfaorougfi  (7i»: 
Wigan  v Bury  (7.6);  Shrewsbury  v Darling- 
ton (7-0). 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
First  Dtririon:  Ipsvrich  v Charlton.  Luton  v 
Brighton:  Norwich  v Bristol  C;  Saodnmp- 
ton  v Crystal  Palace:  Wimbledon  v Swin- 
don (2.0);  MUtwali  v Tottenham  (7.0). 
Sneend  PkWrw  Newport  AFC  v Chelten- 
ham (7  4%  Swansea  v Cardn  (2.0). 


SPRI  NO  HEATH  PRINT  CAPITAL 
LEAGUE:  Barnet  v Northampton  (2.0); 
Cambridge  UU  v Bran  Sort)  (2.0J:  Colefios- 
lar  Utd  v Crawley  Tn;  Peterborough  v 
Wycombe  (7.0);  Southend  Uhl  v Leyton  Ori- 
ent (7.0>;  Wokin^iam  Tn  v Fulham  . 
LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Ton  Pentra  v 
Cwmbran. 

IRISH  LEAGUE:  FM  Dhrieiow:  DMItay 
v Garrick. 

FAI  HARP  Utn  CUP.  SMUKHnmd 

Cork  C v Home  Farm  (7.45). 


Rugby  Union 


CUM  MATCH:  Oriord  Unlv  v Oxford 

(7_1§.  

wmi  MIDWEEK  COHPETTTIONi  Pool  R: 
Narberth  v DunvanL 


Rugby  League 


Bradtord  » Warrington  (Dudley 


HID). 

Basketball 


SAINSBURVS  CLASSIC  COLA  MBITS 
NATIONAL  CUP.  T— I tfcta,  Moaod 

legs  London  v Birmingham  (6.0):  6haf- 
flsU  v Crystal  Palace  (60). 


Hockey 


IfcPIHI  UNI  ATIVE:  Camoridge  Unlv  v 
East  Preol dorrs  XI  (2A  Wllberiorce  RdK 
Combs  Unlv  W v East  U-21  (1220);  Ctvfl 
Service  v British  PoOce  (2.0.  RAF  Hatton): 
Ldn  Unlv  v RAF  (63S.  Dukas  Meadows); 
Oxford  Unlv  v Army  (2.30.  Aldershot). 


Ice  Hockey 


Newcaatto  v Durham  (8,0).  DMeton  One, 
Bimngfnm  v Telford  (A0);  Bracknell  v 
Mancftester  (601. 


Cricket 


WIUB  WOMUft  CUP:  Grow*  B (one  day): 
AlamJabail:  England  v New  Zealand 
(630  am). 


• Russia's  inclusion  In  me  Africa  Zona 
women's  volleyball  qualRykig  toumamem 
is  aimed  al  keeping  tha  comnent  out  of 
Bis  Olympics  bi  ABenla.  a sports  official 
dalmad  In  Nairobi  yesterday.  Mired  Kan- 
g'ed.  president  a(  the  Africa  Volleyban 
Confederabon,  said  II  was  unfair  to  give 
Bw  Russians  a second  chance  alter  they 
were  defeated  by  Germany  in  the  Euro- 
pean Zone  qualifying  contest.  "We  will  not 
accept  Russia  in  our  rone."  Kang'aU  said. 
"We  know  they  are  good  ana  so  the 
chances  oJ  an  African  learn  qualifying  are 
slim.  This  Is  (net  to  kick  us  out  of  he 
Olympics  and  it  b unfair." 

Russian  were  gNan  a place  in  me  Afri- 
can Zone  after  Egypt  tailed  to  oonJkm  their 
partic leaden  hi  the  Atlanta  Games  on  Oma. 
The  Afrloa  Zone  qualltying  toumamem 
•Men  Egypt  would  have  nested,  win  lake 
place  In  Mgerla  (next  month. 


• Eager  to  atraez  (ana  from  nearby  Mex- 
ico. the  San  Diego  Padres  baseball  team 
plans  to  sell  discounted  tickets  lor  Sunday 
games  and  throw  in  a free  round -nip  bus 
ride  from  Tatiana. 


Golf 


Nicklaus  at 
end  of  long 
Open  road 


JACK  NICKLAUS.  with  the 
announcement  in  Florida 
that  he  is  unlikely  to  play  in 
the  Open  at  Royal  Lytham 
and  St  Annes  from  July  18  to 
21,  signalled  the  end  of  a 
relationship  embracing  34 
successive  appearances  since 
his  debut  at  Royal  Troon  in 
1962. 

He  said  he  would  enter  the 
tournament  as  usual  but 
would  play  only  if  his  form 
warranted  it  at  the  time. 

"The  British  Open  is  proba- 
bly the  most  difficult  of  the 
major  championships  for  me 
to  play,  simply  because  of  the 
weather  conditions,"  he  ex- 
plained. ‘1  don’t  think  my 
chances  of  going  are  good  this 
year.” 

The  56-year-old  Nicklaus, 
winner  c£  18  m^jor  titles  in 
his  long  professional  career, 
said  flrat,  barring  an  unex- 
pected improvement  in  his 
fading  form,  his  run  of  con- 
secutive appearances  in  the 
majors  would  come  to  an  end 
at  138  after  this  year’s  US 
Open. 

"1  have  always  felt  that 
there  is  a certain  time  in  all  of 
our  lives  when  the  younger 
fellas  should  have  their 
turn,"  said  Nicklaus,  who  will 
make  use  of  a special  exemp- 
tion granted  to  >iiwi  to  com- 
pete at  Oakland  Hills  in  Bir- 
mingham, Michigan.  "I  feel 


that  now  Is  the  time  to  hand 
over  the  baton." 

In  addition  to  his  appear- 
ances in  Britain  — three  of 
them  as  a winner  — Nicklaus 
has  played  in  39  successive 
US  Opens.  37  consecutive 
Masters  and  the  last  34 
US  PGA  Championships.  He 
played  his  first  five  US  Opens 
and  three  Masters  tourna- 
ments as  an  amateur. 

"I’m  not  going  to  stop  play, 
ing  the  majors  altogether," 
said  Nicklaus,  who  has  been 
competing  In  select  Senior 
Tour  events. 

“I  will  still  play  the  US 
Open  if  I qualify  on  my  own 
and  I may  play  the  British 
Open  or  take  part  in  a PGA 
Championship  somewhere 
along  the  line. 

I have  got  to  be  realistic 
about  my  ability  to  compete 
at  major  championship  level. 
I have  noticed  the  last  couple 
of  years  that  I have  not  been 
Marly  as  strong  as  I think  I 
should  be." 

Nicklaus.  who  played  his 
first  major  when  he  took  part 
in  the  1957  US  Open  as  a 17- 
year-old  amateur,  has  won  six 
Masters,  five  USPGAs  and 
four  US  Opens. 
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Darts 


John  Duncan  considers  the  difference  between  sport  and  pastime  in  the  light  - 
of  the  Sports  Council  ruling  that  has  put  the  jockeys  of  the  oche  off  their  aim 

Darts  swept  from  the  board 


OCTOPUSH  Is  one. 
So  is  bicycle  polo. 
Yoga  has  been  for 
ages.  Camping  and 
caravanning  was  as  well, 
an  til  it  was  decided  last 
year  that  it  is  not  Darts  in- 
sists it  Is  bat  has  been  told 
It  is  not  Boll,  say  jock- 
eys of  the  oche,  who  are 
now  sharpening  their  ar- 
rows in  a battle  to  prove 
that  it  is. 

At  the  centre  of  it  all  is 
the  Sports  Council,  whose 
job  it  is  to  decide  what  ex- 
actly constitutes  a sport 
and  what  is  merely  a pas- 
time- Darts,  it  says,  comes 
Into  the  latter  category. 

It  would  all  be  a purely 
academic  row  If  there  were 
not  millions  of  pounds  in- 
volved. Recognition  as  a 
sport  by  the  Sports  Council 
entitles  a governing  body  to 
apply  for  Lottery  funding 
and,  even  more  important, 
carries  VAT  exemptions. 

“We  got  a letter  from 
them  saying  that  they 


Wales 
to  raise 
roof  and 
£108m 


Bttbort  Armstrong 


WALES,  who  have 
selected  an  un- 
changed tpjim  for  the 
first  time  for  three  years  for 
Saturday's  Five  Nations 
match  against  Scotland  at 
Cardiff  Arms  Park,  expect  to 
put  together  a £108  million 
package  within  the  next  fort- 
night for  the  re-development 
of  the  ground.  ' 

Rebuilding  work  will  start 
there  next  January  provided 
the  Millennium  Commission 
produces  the  £48  million 
grant  in  aid  applied  for  by  the 
Welsh  Rugby  Union.  Barclays 
Bank  has  underwritten  a £60 
million  long-term  loan  to  the 
WRU.  which  is  likely  to  con- 
vince the  commission  that  in- 
vesting in  Welsh  rugby  is 
worthwhile.  The  commis- 
sion's recent  refusal  to  fund  a 
£50  million  opera  house  for 
Cardiff  has  tilted  the  balance 
strongly  in  the  WRU*s  favour. 

The  provisional  target  for 
completion  <rf  the  wo rk  on  the 
Arms  Park  is  May  1999,  six 
months  before  the  next  World 
Cup  final  is  due  to  be  held 
there.  It  is  intended  to  in- 
crease the  capacity  to  75,000 
and  to  install  a roll-back  roof 
While  rebuilding  is  in  pro- 
gress the  capacity  will  not  be 
allowed  to  fall  below  32,000. 

The  WRU  hopes  to  receive 
extra  finance  from  European 
Aid,  the  Football  Develop- 
ment Trust  and  the  sale  of  de- 
bentures to  individuals  and 
companies.  Saturday’s  game 
will  mark  the  first  stage  of  a 
four-year  £400,000  sponsor- 
ship deal  with  Scottish  Life 
worth  £100,000  a match. 

Admission  prices  will  be 
kept  low.  Edward  Jones,  sec- 
retary of  the  WRU,  said  Satur- 
day's crowd  of  53,000  would 
yield  gate  revenue  of  about  £1 
million.  A total  of  1 1,000 
standing  supporters  will  pay 
£8  each,  the  lowest  price  of 
admission  to  a championship 
match  in  the  British  Isles. 
"If  s an  important  part  of  our 
policy  to  encourage  school- 
children  to  come  to  games  at 
the  National  Stadium."  Jones 
explained. 

Seven  members  of  the 
Wales  team,  including  foe 
captain  Jonathan  Hum- 
phreys. will  be  making  their 
first  Five  Nations  appear- 
ances at  the  Arms  Park.  Hum- 
phreys, the  Cardiff  hooker. 
wiU  lead  the  side  for  the  fifth 
time  as  Wales  attempt  to  end 
a run  of  six  championship 

defeats. 

The  Wales  coach  Kevin 
Bowring  said  Neil  Jenkins 
had  been  considered  for  the 
No.  10  shirt,  which  has  gone 
to  Arwel  Thomas  for  his  third 
successive  international.  Jen- 
kins. who  will  be  on  the 
bench  again,  is  "a  top-quality 
performer  who  only  played 
his  first  competitive  game  of 
the  year  last  Saturday",  he 

added. 

• Robert  Jones  has  turned 
down  the  chance  to  join  Har- 
lequins because  Swansea 
haw  offered  him  a benefit 
next  season,  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  rugby  union. 

"My  heart  decided  it,"  said 
the  30-year-old  former  Wales 
and  Lions  scrum-half.  “There 
was  no  way  Swansea  could 
match  the  financial  package 
Harlequins  had  put  together 
for  me  and  I would  not  have 
wanted  them  to  because  that 
would  have  affected  their 
chances  of  holding  on  to 
younger  players.” 

WALKS*  J TfMMia*  ILlan«llK  * 

(LlflnoOil.  t-  P— tNBMM.  J* 

ILUnnim.  W Proctor  ILIarwHii)  A 

iBiOIoM  R NOMta*  (BiWflWfl};  A ----- 
tcaiiMii.  j n«iuN(*  ^ 

iom«  ,LlnnDll.t  K Tartar  'Car d m. 

jhiIiJm  jPunlMffridl.  A Mem 
1 wfflfal — tNcUm.  U «**■*»•  iCwJlHl  ° 


wouldn’t  recognise  us  be- 
cause there  Is  insufficient 
physical  effort  involved," 
said  Oily  Croft  of  the  Brit- 
ish Darts  Organisation. 
“But  snooker  makes  darts 
look  like  the  100  metres. 
They  spend  90  per  cent  of 
their  time  sitting  down  and 
sipping  water,  but  they  are 
recognised." 

The  BDO  calculates  that, 
apart  from  the  activity  of 
throwing,  a player  walks  a 
quarter  of  a mile  every 
game  to  and  from  the  oche. 
The  money  is  not  bad  for  a 
pastime  either  — the  world 
champion  gets  £36,000  from 

a prize  ftmd  of  £200.000. 

Martin  Adams,  the  world 
No.  l,  echoes  that  view.  “A 
darts  match  can  take  up  to 
three  hours  and  that  is 
physically  draining.  If  I 
haven't  thrown  for  a few 
days,  then  I find  it  tough  to 
do  it.  You  really  feel  It  m 
your  arms." 

Normally  there  is  no 
specified  physical  training 


required,  though  Adams 
has  occasionally  struggled 
to  get  ready  for  tourna- 
ments. “I  dislocated  my 
shoulder  playing  rounders 
18  months  ago  and  I had  to 
really  work  hard  to  get 
back  from  that.” 

So  why  is  darts  not  a 
sport,  when  there  is  no 
such  problem  with  octo- 
pus b — in  which  four 
people  swim  underwater 
with  scoops  and  try  po  push 
a giant  biscuit  into  a goal? 
“We  have  a complicated 
recognition  procedure." 
said  a Sports  Council 
spokesman,  “and  under  our 
criteria  darts  is  a skilful  re- 
creation but  not  a sport.” 
The  anomalies  are  down  to 
tradition,  says  the  Sports 
Council.  Angling,  for  exam- 
ple, has  always  been  recog- 
nised and  was  on  the  offi- 
cial list  it  inherited  in  1973. 
The  status  of  several  others 
is  also  under  review. 

However  the  BDO  claim* 
snobbery  is  at  the  heart  of 


the  decision.  “They  wrote 
to  ns  and  said  that  they 
don’t  simply  decide  what  is 
and  isn’t  a sport  but  Iden- 
tify sports  and  governing 
bodies  with  which  they 
want  to  be  associated'. 
They're  really  saying  that 
they  don't  want  to  be 
associated  with  fat  blokes 
with  fags  in  their  mouth, 
but  that  is  such  an  outdated 
image  of  the  sport" 

Players,  are  forbidden 
from  smoking  or  drinking 
at  tournaments  and  most 
are  in  bed  before  11pm  the 
night  before,  says  the  BDO. 

Adams,  a smoker  with  a 
fuller  figure  — “it’s  a beer 
belly,  that’s  why  I wear  a 
baggy  shirt"  — says  that 
size  should  not  be  impor- 
tant “Bill  Werbenink  was 
fat  but  be  is  regarded  as  a 
sportsman  by  the  Sports 

Council,”  said  Adams,  “so 
why  shouldn’t  I?  It's  insult- 
ing.” When  octopush  comes 
to  shove  ha’penny,  he  is 
probably  right 


Defining  moments 


“An  amusement,  diversion,  fun"  Concise  Oxford  Dictionary 

“To  be  recognised  by  the  Sports  Council  a sport  must  be 
sufficiently  developed  to  justify  the  term  “national'  and  will  be 
assessed  on  the  physical  skiff  and  effort  required  to  undertake 
it;  accessibility;  rules  and  organisation;  strategy  and  tactics; 
essential  purpose;  physical  challenge;  risk;  uniqueness;  and 
other  political,  moral  and  ethical  considerations.  A minimum 
of  1,000  individuals  regularly  participating  In  an  activity  are 
normally  required  for  it  to  be  considered."  Sports  Council 
Policy  Briefing  Note,  June  1994. 

"Anything  you  can’t  do  properly  with  a fag  in  your  mouth” 
Guardian  sports  editor. 
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Think  tank . . . Rob  Howley  keeps  England  on  the  back  foot  during  Ms  impressive  debut  at  Twickenham  12  days  ago 

Home  boy  Howley  hits  the  heights 


Frank  Keating  meets  the  Wales  scrunvhalf  who  hopes  to  match 
his  outstanding  debut  at  Twickenham  against  the  Scots  on  Saturday 


Jk  T THE  black-tied  pass- 
#\  the-port  banquet  at 
the  Park  Lane  Hilton. 
# mafter  Wales  at  Twick- 
enham had  lost  the  match  but 
won  the  plaudits,  table  No.  20 
was  shared,  as  is  the  custom, 
by  the  afternoon’s  four  half- 
backs and  each  side's  pair  of 
flankers. 

Grayson  and  Dawson 
soberly  discussed  their  mixed 
day;  the  handsome  crags  Dal- 
laglio  and  Lewis  charmed 
each  other  in  turn;  Arwel  just 
glistened  and  listened; 
Rodber  pulled  with  satisfac- 
tion at  a large  Cuban  cigar; 
and  Rob  Howley,  although  he 
was  sitting  throughout  of 
course,  looked  to  be  walking, 
trance-like,  on  air. 

The  25-year-old  scrum-half 
had  scored  a try  to  cap  a 
blinder  in  his  first  match  for 
Wales.  Through  the  evening 
foe  world  and  his  wife  had 
been  slapping  his  back  and 
pumping  bis  hand  to  tell  him 
so.  But  even  in  his  bashful- 
ness he  did  not  need  telling. 
Howley  has  been  around  long 


Tennis 


enough  to  know  the  differ- 
ence between  a smash  and  a 
stinker.  This  had  not  been  foe 
latter  — and  next  morning, 
and  foe  one  after  that  the 
public  prints  rapturously  con- 
firmed the  smash-hit  The 
long-time  understudy  had 
moved  overnight  into  the 
No.  I dressing-room. 

By  midweek,  back  in  Bridg- 
end, Howdey's  feet  were  back 
on  foe  floor.  “All  the  press 
and  publicity  was  lovely  for  a 
couple  of  days.  It  was  so 
rewarding,  and  nice,  for  foe 
family  aim  for  Bridgend  and. 
of  course,  for  me  too.  But  now 
that’s  all  in  foe  past  and  Tm 
already  refocusing  and  con- 
centrating on  the  Scotland 
match — if  selected,  that  is." 

Howley^  Twickenham  per- 
formance sorted  out  at  a stro- 
ke.the  rumours  of  foe  week 
before  that  foe  nouveau-riche 
Saracens  of  London  were  to 
buy  b»™  (to  form  an  alluring 
partnership  with  Michael 
Lynagh,  no  less). 

The  scrum-half  had  hardly 
landed  on  the  green  grass  of 


home  before  the  Welsh  Rugby 
Union.  Bridgend  RFC  and  his 
bosses  at  Ogwr  Borough 
Council,  where  he  works  in 
the  recreation  department, 
were  announcing  a hands-off 
“package"  worth  £50.000  to 
keep  the  home  boy  at  home 
for  18  months  at  least 
He  strayed  once  before,  to 
big-city  Cardiff.  “I  was  per- 
suaded over  but  it  just  didn’t 
work  out  It  was  a big  club  all 
right,  probably  the  biggest 
there  is.  That  might  have 
been  why  it  wasn’t  right  for 
me.  Not  that  I did  justice  to 
myself  there  but  at  foe  same 
time  1 learned  a lot  about  my- 
self. Mainly,  perhaps,  that 
you  shouldn't  stray  too  far 
from  your  roots  till  you're 
really  ready.” 

He  went  back  to  Bridgend. 
Arriving  at  Cardiff,  he  bad  (to 
all  intents)  swapped  dubs 
with  Andy  Moore  — but  then 
found  himself  second  choice 
when  Moore  returned  to  the 
city.  This  month  it  was  Moore 
whom  he  was  to  replace  in  foe 
national  team. 


Serious  knee  injuries  punc- 
tuated his  form  and  advance 
— he  even  toted  a faith-healer 
in  Kenfig  Hill  — but  the  en- 
gaging fellow  had  always 
been  around  the  national 
squads,  from  schools  to  A- 
team  levels. 

Before  February’s  first  cap 
he  had  played  once  at  Twick- 
enham. when  he  was  on  the 
losing  side  in  the  Universities 
Athletic  Union  final  of  1991 
when  Cardiff  beat  Swansea, 
where  Howley  was  reading 
for  his  BSc  in  business 
management 


Rocky  bottom  wrecks  Capriati  comeback 


Davkf  Irvine  in  Pans 


JENNIFER  CAPRIATI’S 
comeback  was  put  tm  hold 
last  night  Nothing  concerto 
tag  her  life  has  been  straight- 
forward in  recent  years  but 
even  by  her  bizarre  stan- 
dards, she  completely  wrong- 
footed the  assembled  media 
horde  here  by  pulling  out  of 
the  Paris  Indoor  tournament 
only  an  hour  or  so  before  she 
was  due  on  court. 

The  WTA  Tour  physiother- 
apist Kathy  Martin  insisted 
that  it  was  "just  bad  luck  . 
Practising  with  Maggie  Ma- 
leeva earlier  In  the  day  Ca- 
priati had  apparently 


stretched  too  far  for  a return 
and  strained  a gluteal  muscle 
on  her  right  side. 

A pain  in  the  bum  for  Ca- 
priati became  a pain  in  the 
neck  for  the  tournament  orga- 
nisers, who  had  already  been 
deprived  of  their  champion 
Steffi  Graf  through  injury. 

It  Is  possible,  said  her 
father  Stefan o,  that  she  will 
play  again  in  Essen  next 
week.  But  as  Martin  said: 
"It's  difficult  to  be  sure  how 
long  this  sort  of  injury  will 
take  to  clear  up.  She  will  need 
a lot  more  treatment  over  the 
next  few  days." 

If  Capriati  was  upset  she 
managed  to  conceal  her  disap- 
pointment well.  “I’ve  hurt 


myself  and  I can’t  play"  was 
her  brief  explanation  until 
pressed  further.  felt  it  go 
and  tried  to  play  on  but  it  was 
too  painful.” 

Though  foe  duly  turned  up 
at  the  Coubertin  stadium  and 
attempted  to  warm  up  — by 
then  foe  trainer  had  strapped 
the  affected  area  — she  knew 
almost  at  once  that  she  was 
not  fit  enough  to  take  on 
Sabine  Appebnans. 

But  her  desire  to  return, 
she  stressed,  was  sincere. 
“It’s  still  inside  me.  I am  still 
a tennis  player.  I am  still 
young.  I never  said  I would 
never  play  tennis  again  and 
now  I feel  I want  to  get  back 
to  it  And  I’m  ready  to  do  so.” 


But  the  atmosphere  then, 
even  at  ‘old’  Twickenham  it- 
self could  not  compare  with 
the  overwhelming  magnitude 
of  last  week.  Just  running  out 
into  the  din  was  foe  most  in- 
describable of  Tughs1  you  can 
imagine. 

“Then  feeling  the  three 
feathers  at  my  breast  as  we 
sang  foe  anthem  made  my 
spirit  and  whole  being  truly 
take  off  again.  They  say  your 
first  international  goes  so  fast 
that  you  don’t  remember  a 
thing  — but  I willed  myself 
not  to  let  the  moments  pass 
me  by." 

Howley’s  romance  is 
spoken  liltingly  soft  but  bis  is 


Sport  in  brief 


the  square-shouldered  muscu- 
lar scrum-half's  game  in 
which  he  shepherds  his  pack 
of  eight  with  an  in-your-face 
unafraid  oomph.  His  passing 
is  fine  and  a powerful  under- 
foe-radar  dash  keeps  opposi- 
tion loose-forwards  warily 
tied  in  and  on  guard,  as  his 
Twickenham  try  illustrated 
("I  just  saw  a pile  of  red  jer- 
seys, not  one  white  one,  so  I 
simply  ducked  low  and 
zoomed  in  for  it"). 

Howley  had  said  before  tak- 
ing foe  field  for  his  now  cele- 
brated Saturday:  ‘‘The  famed 
England  back  row  will  be 
more  worried  about  me  than  I 
am  about  them.  They’ve 
never  seen  me  play  before.  I 
know  their  game  because  I’ve 
seen  them  on  telly."  So  it 
came  to  pass. 

This  time  Scotland’s  back- 
row  will  have  pored  In  study 
over  Howley  on  video,  and 
then  some.  What  are  foe  devi- 
ous Scots  hatching  for  him 
this  Saturday?  One  can  tell 
him  "good  luck  but  beware” 
and  that  — as  best-seller  first 
novelists  know  — "the  second 
time  around  is  always  much 
harder”. 

"Don’t  I know  it,"  said  Brid- 
gend’s £50,000  superstar. 


Cricket 


Smith  given 
World  Cup 
all-clear 


Edward  Harris 
in  Ahmedabad 


AS  England  prepared  for 
(his  morning’s  opening 
World  Cup  match 
against  New  Zealand,  Robin 
Smith  won  his  fraught  fitness 
battle  with  a week-old  groin 
muscle  injury.  He  could  be 
back  in  action  by  Sunday. 

The  32-year-old  Hampshire 
batsman  has  now  set  his 
sights  on  playing  in  Eng- 
land’s second  Group  B match 
against  United  Arab  Emirates 
in  Peshawar.  The  manager 
Ray  Illingworth  confirmed: 
“The  medical  opinion  is  that 
Robin  will  be  okay  in  four  or 
five  days,  so  we  won't  be 
sending  for  a replacement" 
Smith,  who  will  continue  to 
receive  daily  treatment  was 
pushed  through  a 30-minute 
session  of  sprinting  and  sharp 
turns  as  Illingworth,  the 
physiotherapist  Wayne  Mor- 
ton and  team  doctor  Philip 
Bell  looked  on. 

Illingworth  had  doubted 
that  Smith  would  recover 
quickly  enough  to  play  a foil 
part  in  the  tournament  and 
feared  he  would  have  to  send 
home  one  of  England's  most 
experienced  players.  But 
Smith  showed  no  ill  effects 
after  his  rigorous  workout 
yesterday  and.  delighted  with 
foe  all-clear,  said:  "Playing  in 
foe  World  Cup  means  every- 
thing to  me.  Now  I’m  looking 


forward  to  getting  100  per 
cent  fit  and  making  myself 
available  for  selection.” 

In  contrast  Morton  and  Bell 
had  remained  optimistic 
about  the  player’s  chances. 
Smith  added:  “They  felt  they 
could  get  me  fit  and  they  put 
themselves  on  foe  line  by  say- 
ing so.” 

Arguments  over  match 
scorers  rumbled  on  yesterday 
with  the  World  Cup  organis- 
ing committee  (Pilcom)  refus- 
ing to  pay  travel  and  accom- 
modation expenses  for 
England's  Malcolm  Ashton 
and  Mike  Walsh  of  Australia. 

The  Competing  Teams 
Agreement,  signed  by  each 
country,  states  Pilcom’s  com- 
mitment to  provide  local  scor- 
ers but  there  was  also  an 
allowance  for  extra  officials, 
provided  Pilcom  was  notified 
by  November  30. 

The  TCCB  cricket  secretary 
Tim  Lamb  said:  “We  wrote  to 
Pilcom  before  November  30 
last  year  stating  that  we 
would  be  bringing  an  addi- 
tional member  of  the  manage- 
ment team  who  would  also  act 
as  scorer. 

“It’s  frustrating  but  from 
our  point  of  view  Malcolm 
won't  be  redundant  He  will 
still  score  foe  games  and  so 
provide  the  team  with  all  foe 
statistics  they  need. 

"He  will  also  be  there  to 
provide  the  local  scorers  with 
help  if  they  need  it  and  he  is  a 
useful  member  of  the  tour.” 


‘Boxer’  defends 
his  Test  corner 


Paul  Weaver  finds 
Angus  Fraser  pining 
for  an  England  place 

IT  MAY  have  something  to 
do  with  Angus  Fraser's  vast 
frame  and  clean,  honest  fea- 
tures but  even  at  the  rela- 
tively young  age  of  30.  he  con- 
veys the  impression  or 
exhausted  excellence,  noble 
but  knackered  — a little  like 
Boxer  in  Animal  Farm. 

There  are  also  those  who 
suspect  that,  given  his  work- 
load of  recent  years,  he  may 
now  be  slightly  less  equal 
than  others.  His  modest  per- 
formances in  the  recent  Test 
series  in  South  Africa  and  bis 
exclusion  from  the  England 
World  Cup  squad  might  sup- 
port the  notion. 

Given  foe  limitations  of 
England’s  bowling  in  South 
Africa,  this  may  prove  to  be  a 
premature  judgment.  Most 
judges  are  of  the  opinion  that 
Fraser  is  still  among  the  four 
or  five  leading  bowlers  in 
England. 

Yesterday,  at  a Sports  Writ- 
ers’ Association  lunch  over- 
looking foe  Thames.  Fraser — 
perhaps  a little  self-conscious 
that  he  was  occupying  foe 
chair  taken  by  Raymond  Il- 
lingworth a year  ago,  when 
foe  chairman  of  selectors  was 
so  famously  outspoken  about 
bis  captain  (and  Fraser’s 
friend)  Mike  Atherton 
said:  “I  certainly  don’t  think 
my  England  career  is  over.  I 
bad  to  overcome  serious  in- 
jury to  get  back  in  foe  side 
and  I am  prepared  to  do  what- 
ever it  takes  again  to  get  back 
in  the  England  side. 

"I  feel  T bowled  well  in  the 
last  Test  I played  in  and  if  J 
bowl  well  again  at  the  start  of 
the  coming  season  I think  I’ve  i 


got  a chance  of  getting  back.” 

England's  World  Cup  squad 

— and  even  their  Test  party 
in  South  Africa  — came  down 
against  foe  quality  specialist 
Unfortunately  one-day  cricket 
has  confused  some  people’s 
idea  of  foe  difference  between 
a genuine  all-rounder  and  a 
one-day  utility  player,  who  Is 
someone  who  might  take  two 
or  three  wickets,  though 
rarely  five,  and  occasionally 
score  a quick  30.  although 
hardly  ever  50. 

Fraser  yesterday  implored 
England's  management  to 
look  after  Dominic  Cork,  the 
outstanding  talent  in  the  side, 
during  foe  three-week  World 
Cup  campaign.  He  said: 
“Dominic  has  proved  to  be  a 
world-class  cricketer.  He  has 
risen  to  every  challenge  that 
he  has  been  given  and  people 
must  accept  that  occasionally 
he  needs  a rest 

“He  needs  to  be  treated 
very  carefully.  He’s  always 
very  keen  but  that  is  some- 
thing you  always  have  to 
guard  against  in  a very  com- 
petitive cricketer." 

At  this  stage  Fraser  was 
questioned  about  the  recent 
altercation  between  Devon 
Malcolm  and  Illingworth  but 

— mindful  of  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  foe  Test  and 
County  Cricket  Board  — it 
was  not  something  he  wished 
to  discuss.  Then,  smiling,  he 
said:  "I  don’t  want  to  make 
life  hard  for  myself  but  I do 
feel  there  should  be  more 
freedom  of  speech. 

“Most  cricketers  are  intelli- 
gent blokes.  They  think  about 
what  they're  saying.  If  they 
are  out  of  order  they  get 
stamped  upon,  which  is  fair 
enough  to  a certain  point,  but 
we  should  be  allowed  to  say 
more  than  we  can  do.” 

And  then  Boxer  winked, 
smiled  and  was  gone. 


MuraJitharan  chances  his  arm 


"T  ’HE  Sri  Lankan  off-spin- 
I ner  Muttjah  Muralith- 
aran,  who  was  called  for 
throwing  on  the  tour  of 
Australia,  came  through 
yesterday’s  warm-up  fix- 
ture against  a combined  In- 
dia-Faklstan  team  in  Co- 
lombo without  objection. 

Mnralitharan  took  the 
eleventh-hour  opportunity 
to  prove  he  is  no  “chucker" 
because,  despite  reports  to 
the  contrary,  his  action  has 
yet  to  be  cleared  by  the  In- 
ternational Cricket  Coun- 
ciL  He  took  two  for  46  from’ 
his  eight  overs  but  Sri  Lan- 


ka’s 188  for  nine  was  over 
taken  with  four  wicket 
and  4.3  overs  to  spare. 

The  match  had  been  hur 
riedly  arranged  to  demon 
strate  that  security  mea 
sores  are  in  place  despite  ; 
farther  terrorist  bomb  inci 
dent  on  Monday. 

Ana  Punchlhewa,  presi 
dent  of  the  Sri  Tjiwimi 
board,  said  he  was  stil 
hopeful  West  Indies  wouli 
change  their  minil«  “am 

the  door  is  still  open  to  A ns 
tralia".  Both  teams  plan  u 
forfeit  group  games  sched 
tiled  for  the  island. 


Snooker 

Paul  Hunter,  foe  17-year-old 
English  junior  champion,  has 
been  fined  £2.500  plus  £250 
costs  — with  £2,000  suspended 
against  future  good  behav- 
iour — by  a WPBSA  disciplin- 
ary committee,  unites  Clive 
Eoerton.  Drink  and  lewd  ges- 
tures played  their  part  in  a 
late-night  incident  at  the  Nor- 
breck  Castle  Hotel,  Blackpool, 
last  summer. 

Mike  Russell,  the  world 
billiards  No.  l,  who  was  al- 
leged to  have  butted  a diner  at 
foe  President  hotel  in  Bom- 
bay last  September,  was 
found  not  to  be  in  breach  of 
the  WPBSA ’s  disciplinary 
code  which  requires  players 
“to  conduct  themselves  at  all 
times  in  a proper  manner 


consistent  with  their  status  as 
professional  sportsmen". 

Athletics 

Sally  Gunnell.  John  Regis. 
Tony  Jarrett  and  Steve  Smith 
lead  a strong  British  indoor 
team  to  take  on  France  in 
Glasgow  on  February  24,  two 
weeks  before  the  European 
indoor  championships  in 
Stockholm,  writes  Stephen 
Bierley.  It  will  be  Gunnell's 
first  International  since  the 
World  Cup  at  Crystal  Palace 
in  1994. 

Table  Tennis 

Bradley  Bfllington.  a surprise 
winner  of  the  Welsh  Open  10 
days  ago  when  he  beat  the 
English  champion  Carl 
Prean,  has  been  rewarded 
with  a trip  to  foe  richest  tour- 


nament in  the  world,  writes 
Richard  Jago.  The  England 
No.  6 is  selected  to  play  in  the 
Qatar  Open  next  week  with 
foe  No.  1 Matthew  Syed  and 
foe  Commonwealth  men's 
doubles  gold  medallist 
Andrew  Eden. 

Cricket 

Hampshire  have  signed  a two- 
year  sponsorship  deal  with 
the  brewers  Greene  Ring 

Chess 

Britain's  grandmasters 
scored  a double  triumph  in 
highly-rated  international 
tournaments  in  Estonia  and 
India,  writes  Leonard  Barden. 
Nigel  Short  was  an  impres- 
sive winner,  unbeaten  in  10 
games,  in  Purnu,  and  foe  Eng- 
land No.  3 Jon  Speelman  tied 


for  first  place  with  two  fop 
mer  Soviets  in  Calcutta. 


Cricket 
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Re-educating 
America — 
as  if  by  Magic 
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Vincent  Hanna 


BASKETBALL  has  al- 
ways puzzled  me. 
When  it  comes  to  daz- 
zling hand  skills,  a 
marriage  of  physical  strength 
to  character,  there  are  few 
things  better  in  sport  But  I 
find  it  difficult  wholly  to  ac- 
cept a game  where,  at  the 
highest  level,  the  star  players 

are  what  in  normal  society, 
would  be  regarded  as  freaks. 

As  with  sumo  wrestling,  1 
marvel  at  what  they  do  but 
cannot  identify  with  them. 

And  like  sumo,  the  heroic 
images  flicker  briefly.  The 
great  moments  pass  in  a flash. 
The  paradox  is  that  basket- 
ball, a game  tailor-made  for 
television,  makes  poor  view- 
ing— to  me  anyway.  Maybe 
because  the  American  public 
demands  high-scoring  games, 
there  is  not  enough  time  to 
follow  all  the  action,  cram  in 
the  commercials  and  dwell  on . 
the  poetry. 

This  week’s  46th  NBA 
AltStar  game  was  won  by  the 
East  (over  the  West)  129-118 
but  offered  little  of  the  mod- 
em, slow-motion  analysis  that 
complements  ait.  Michael 
Jordan  managed  a couple  of 
sublime  moves  (including  one 
curving  drive  from  the  right 
with  a back-handed  flip  shot) 
over  which  I should  have  lin- 
gered. But  there  was  no  time. 

Well  done  Channel  4 for 
buying  the  rights  to  the  NBA, 
butplease  hire  an  Andy  Gray 
and  a few  machines.  Take  the 
space  to  savour  the  skills.. 
Remember,  much  of  the  good 
basketball  films  (White  Men 
Can’t  Jump,  Hoop  Dreams) 
was  shot  in  slow-motion. 

JORDAN  is  one  of  the 
wonders  of  die  world, 
and  a privilege  to  see 
play,  even  in  the  All-Star 
game  which  is  only  a friendly 
romp  for  the  boys.  Last  week, 
however,  wesaw  the  real  thing, 
the  most  emotional  day  In 
American  sport  since  the  Los 
Angeles  Olympics,  a national  { 
act  of  collective  worship  that 
re-built  a myth. 

The  LA  Lakers  signed  a new 
player  who  was — well,  differ- 
ent. He  was,  as  the  sports  ’ 
writer  Rick  Reilly  put  it:  “ A 
36-yetwold  has-been  point 
guard,  has-been  announcer, 
has-been  coach,  and  has-been 
owner ; who  has  been  off  NBA 
courts  for  almost  five  seasons; 
is  30 pounds  overweight,  runs 
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Double  trouble . . . Frank  Warren  chose  not  to  fight  the  DTI  charges  in  court  in  order  to  avoid  farther  legal  problems  over  outstanding  boxing  commitments  photograph:  tom  jenkms 

Warren  banned  by  DTI 
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John  Duncan 


Frank  warren  has 
been  banned  as  a 
company  director  for 
seven  years  in  the 
High  Court  following 
a four-year  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry  investiga- 
tion into  the  financial  col- 
lapse of  the  London  Arena  in 
Docklands. 

Warren  did  not  contest  the 
order  and  agreed  that  seven 


years  was  an  appropriate  ban 
after  the  judge.  Mr  Justice 
Blackburne.  read  out  a state- 
ment of  agreed  facts 

Warren  had  sought  a 
month's  adjournment  for  the 
case,  such  as  was  granted  on 
Monday  in  a similar  DTI  case 
involving  the  England  foot- 
ball coach  Terry  Venables, 
but  that  request  was  refused. 

The  charges  against  War- 
ren are  some  of  the  most  seri- 
ous that  can  be  levelled 
against  a company  director. 


Among  other  things  they 
relate  to  trading  while  his 
company  Arena  Develop- 
ments (Europe)  Ltd  was  insol- 
vent: failure  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  fee  Com- 
panies Act  as  to  the  filing  of 
annual  returns  and  accounts; 
failure  to  maintain  and  pre- 
serve accounting  records;  and 
defaults  in  the  submission  of 
Vat  returns. 

Warren  emphasised  that  he 
had  not  conceded  that  he  had 
traded  while  insolvent  but 


could  not  afford  the  time  to 
fight  the  DTL  “Obviously  I'm 
very  disappointed,”  said  War- 
ren from  his  promotion  at  the 
York  Hall  in  east  London  last 
night  “We  wanted  the  delay 
because  the  DTI  only  found 
165  boxes  of  evidence  that 
were  in  their  care  just  before 
Christmas  and  this,  is  about 
the  busiest  time  of  my  busi- 
ness life.” 

Warren's  solicitors  earlier 
issued  a statement  on  his  be- 
half. “It’s  important  to 
, remember  that  these  were 
civil  proceedings  and  not 
criminal.  There’s  no  sugges- 
tion of  any  criminal  wrong- 
doing," said  Stephen  Davies 
of  Park  Nelson  Thompson 
Quarrel! 

“He’s  working  a 16-bour 
day  at  the  moment  He  is  in- 
volved in  big  promotions  with 
all  his  top  boxers  and  is  con- 
tractually committed  to  at- 
tending various  events  and 
press  conferences. 

"If  he  had  fought  the  court 
decision  he  would  have  been 


i required  to  be  in  court  proba- 
bly for  two  or  three  weeks 
and  that  would  have  meant  be 
would  have  been  in  breach  of 
these  obligations.  He  could 
have  been  sued  or  lost  a large 
amount  of  money.  He  couldn’t 
; afford  to  jeopardise  all  this  by 
spending  time  on  legal  pro- 
ceedings.” 

Warren  has  not  been  a com- 
pany director  since  1991  and 
thus  none  of  his  current  busi- 
ness interests  — Frank  War- 
ren Promotions  or  The  Sports 
Network  — will  be  affected. 
Warren’s  client  list  includes 
Naseem  Hamed  and  Frank 
Bruno,  both  currently  train- 
ing for  world  title  defences. 

The  judgment  is  the  latest 
lurch  in  a roller-coaster 
career  that  saw  Warren 
bounce  back  from  being  shot 
in  November  1989.  The  attack 
put  him  in  hospital  and  left , 
him  with  half  a lung. 

After  the  shooting,  which 
occurred  around  the  time  that 
the  London  Arena  was 
opened,  Warren’s  empire. 


i based  very  much  around  his 
own  consummate  dealmak- 
ing, was  left  staring  at 
£30  million  of  debts.  Warren 
has  since  made  a comeback 
worthy  of  any  of  the  boxing 
greats,  paying  back  a large 
chunk  of  the  money  owed,  ac- 
cording to  reports. 

The  case  against  Warren 
goes  back  to  the  1991  collapse 
of  the  London  Arena,  a sport- 
ing and  entertainment  com- 
plex in  which  Warren  had  a 
70  per  cent  stake. 

After  its  1989  opening  the 
venue  ran  into  problems  and 
was  forced  to  call  in  the 
receivers  in  1991  with  debts  erf 
£20  million.  The  venue 
reopened  in  1994. 

One  of  life’s  fighters, 
though  he  never  boxed.  War- 
ren left  school  at  15  and 
worked  as  a porter  in  Smith- 
field  meat  market  before  set- 
ting up  his  first  business  ven- 
ture. renting  out  vending 
machines  to  pubs.  He  began 
promoting  after  being  talked 
into  investing  in  one  fight 


like  a man  with  bunions; 
couldn't  leap  a juice  glass; 
shoots  like  a shot  puaer  from 
the  last  century;  and  — oh,  yes 
—is  HIV  positive." 

Earvin  “Magic”  Johnson  is 
back,  the  man  who  stunned  us 
five  years  ago  with  the  news 
that  he  bad  the  Aids  virus, 

another  hero  diminished,  a 

life  ruined-  No  one  would  go 
near  him  on  the  court.  He  was 
as  much  a sporting  pariah  as 
poor  Tommy  Morrison  be- 
came at  the  weekend.  Magic's 
fate  was  sealed. 

But  for  Magic  nothing  is 
written.  He  set  about  changing 
his  life  with  as  much  energy 
as  he  devoted  to  ruining  it.  He 
funded  a chain  of  Magic  John- 
son movie  theatres — in  the 
toughest  black  areas.  He 
formed  a touring  team  to  raise 
money  and  consciousness 
about  Aids,  bought  five  per 
cent  of  the  Lakers  and  in  1992 
had  a son.  Earvin  Johnson  III, 
born  too  late  to  see  him  play. 

Magic  worked  out  in  the 
gym,  took  his  medicine  and 
secretly  practised  with  the 
pros.  And  last  week  he  came 
back,  the  reformed  sinner  for 
whom  there  could  never  be 
enough  fatted  calves. 

ON  Tuesday  of  last 
week  the  Lakers 
played  the  Golden 
State  Warriors.  Mil- 
lions held  their  breath  when, 
after  two  minutes,  the  coach 
Del  Harris  strolled  along  the 
bench  and  said:  “Let’s  go.” 
Magic  began  to  shed  his  track- 
suit  and  17,000  fans  in  the 
Forum  chanted:  "Take  it  off!” 
They  were  scenes  not  wit- 
nessed since  the  heyday  of 
Gipsy  Rose  Lee. 

He  bumbled  about  the  court 
then,  in  a twinkling,  threw  a 
wonderful  fake  to  Latrell 
Sprewel!  spinning  him  the 
wrong  way  azid  laying  it  in  one- 
handed  — a bolt  of  lightning 
that  uplifted  as  It  shocked. 

Last  Friday  they  played  Jor- 
dan's all-conquering  Chicago 
Bulls.  Magic  was  marked  by 
the  unsentimental  Dennis 
Rodman  who  battered  the  6ft 
Sin  mega-star  all  night  in  a 
lesson  to  those  whose  irratio- 
nal fear  of  Aids  had  forced  him 
to  quit  "I  think  Dennis  was 
giving  the  country  a mes- 
sage.” said  Magic.  Dennis 
said:  “Who  cares  ifhe’sgot 
HTV,  measles,  cancer,  what- 
ever. Tm  going  to  slam  him 
anyway,  and  anybody  who’s 
got  any  balls  will  do  the  same 
thing.” 

Thus  did  Earvin  “Magic” 
Johnson  re-educate  a nation, 
earn  himself  another  82  mil- 
lion and  vindicate  George  Ber- 
nard Shaw:  “I  believe 
In ...  the  might  qf design,  the 
mystery  qf  colour;  the  redemp- 
tion of  all  things  by  beauty." 

And  when  Magic  went 
home,  his  son  said:  “Wow, 
dad,  Isaw  you  play.” 
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Le  Creuset 

Azure  blue  - exclusive  to  Dcbcnbams* 


Plus  offers 
on  other 
famous 
brands  like 
Meyer,Tefal 
and  Prestige. 
From  now  until 
24  February 

"While  nodes  hot. 
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DEB  EjN  H A M S 


(indikfing  Browns  of  Chester) 


Rowell  brings 
back  Richards 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,575 

Set  by  Gemini 


David  Plummer 

JACK  ROWELL  last 
night  made  another  U- 
tum  in  his  selection 
policy,  calling  up  Dean 
, Richards  and  »«<ffriwg  Tim 
Rodber  and  Martin  Bay- 
field  from  the  team  to  play 
i Scotland  in  three  weeks’ 
time. 

It  is  the  second  time 
Rowell  has  dropped  Rodber 
in  three  games.  Bayfield  is 
replaced  by  Garath  Archer, 
the  Bristol  lock  who  is  huge 
at  6ft  6in  bnt  still  not  as  big 
as  Bayfield,  who  Is  four 
inches  taller. 

Rowell  is  attempting  to 
, clean  up  the  mess  that  has 
been  England’s  line-out 
this  season.  Many  critics 
have  laid  the  blame  at  the 
door  of  Mark  Regan,  a 
hooker  not  renowned  for 
the  accuracy  of  his  throw- 
ing In.  The  England  man- 
ager clearly  believes  other- 
wise. “We  have  chosen  the 


side  which  gives  us  some 
options  in  beating  Scotland 
in  the  line-ont,”  Rowell 
said  last  night. 

Until  yesterday  it  had 
seemed  that  Richards’s  con- 
siderable international 
career  was  at  an  end. 
Rowell  had  espoused  an 
open  style  of  play  that 
seemed  unsuited  to  the 
1 Leicester  No.  8. 

Rowell  has  resisted  the 
temptation  to  change  his 
backs,  even  though  Paul 
Grayson  at  outside  half  had 
a difficult  match  against 
Wales  11  days  ago  and  Mike  . 
Catt  has  still  to  show  him- 
self a natural  fhll-back. 

BtOLANQ:  ■ Can  (Bath);  J MelpM- 
betena  (Bath),  W C— Uuy  (Hartettuku- 
capl).  J tliilCPtl  (Betti).  R Undfwopd 

(Leicester);  P Orayw,  ■ Pi i-oi  (both  ! 
Northampton);  a Remote**  (Leicester),  at  I 
Ragan  (Briowi).  J Laonard  (Hartaquma), 
M Johnson  (Laicaatar).  O Arahar  (Brts-  ! 
aal).  B Ctarica  (Bath).  D Hnhadt  (Lb)-  ■ 
castor),  L PaBagfin  (Wasps),  tlsplan  • 
mum  J Gated.  P d%  Ctm  *■«.  V 
Ubogo,  O P am  (all  Baft).  K Braotme  , 
(Bristol),  T Rodber  (Northampton). 
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□ □am  □ □ □ 
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no  n nano 
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CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  20^574 
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The  visual  rhetoric  of  love 
must  endlessly  defer  the 
physical  fact  of  the  kiss, 
must  harp  on;  preludes 
and  aftermaths.  Otherwise 
love  will  be  nothing  but 
lips  and  tongue. 


Across 


1 The  rear  light  goes  out  frW) 
S Fashionable — and  sexy? 
(4.2) 

9 Thaffs  about  right  Northern 
Ireland  is  approaching  a 
state  of  peace  (8) 

10  Fan  given  a prison  term  (6) 

12  Rose  and  Iris  win  be  at  the 
wedding  (6,5) 

15  Atime  for  reflection  when 
suveyingthe  battleground  © 

17  Cricket  stroke  providing  the 
first  run  (4,5) 

18  Mortal,  like  Reynard  (9) 

19  View  of  the  sunrise  across 
the  lake  (5) 

20  Together  they  make  up  a 
story  (11) 

24  Proud,  but  from  on  high 
mercy  is  shown  (6) 

25  Left  Spaniard  for  West 
African  (8) 


26  A form  of  credit,  or  debit  (5) 

27  Numbers  to  note  in  singer’s 
programme  (8) 

Down 

1 For  holding  documents, 
basiefees  may  be  about 
right  (10)  ■ 

2 The  many-meteor 
deployment  showed  the  Air 
Force’S  determination  (1 0) 

3 Raise  your  hat  to  the  English  , 
creme  deb  creme  (5) 

4 Casually  reads  through 

Punch,  for  instance  (1 2) 

6 Commonwealth  regiment 

presses  round  the  flank  (9) 

7,8  Injury  when  outside  left 

stumbled  is  a break  (4-4) 

11  Delivery  paint  nearest  to 
station  (12) 

13  While  away,  write  answer  to 
the  chie  “Tide  of  sentiment 
(4)-  (4,2.4) 


14  Moansto  gain  over  with 
bribes  (10) 

16  Is  he  about  to  enter  Greek 
Orthodox?  Definitely  not  (9) 

21  Irish  girl,  up  early,  has  early 
night  (5) 

22  Part-time  staff  under 
suspicion  at  taking  stock 
(4) 

23  The  Yard  Is  Well-run  (4) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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